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PREFACE. 


T HIS excellent book was firſt publiſhed — 


bove threeſcore years ago, in the Authors =. 

lifetime, by a learned and eminent Divine, 
who gives us this character of him; “ That che 
book was a tranſcript of thoſe divine impreſſions. 
that were upon his own Heart, and that he had 
** written nothing in it, but what he himſelf did 
*% well feel and know.” 


Since I ha@the happineſs to become acquainted 
with it, I have heartily bleſſed God for the benefit 
I have received to my own ſoul by the peruſal of it + 
and have earneſtly wiſhed it had a place in every” _ 
family, was carefully peruſed by every ohe who can 


read, and that the ſentiments of pure and undefiled & 


Religion it contains were impreſſed upon every heart · 
q I have much regretted the ſcarcity of copies of it; 
ſj eſpecially ſuch as might be within the reach of the 
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iv PRE e. | 
poorer ſort of perſons. I have, indeed, lately ſeen | 
an impreſſion, which is ſold at a low price: but 
then it is ſuch a ſorry one, that I think it muſt be 
a pain to read it. I have therefore made it my 5 
bufineſs to promote an edition of it on a fair pa- 
per and neat letter; at ſo low a price, that the 
pooreſt may purchaſe it, who are able to purchaſe 
any book at all; and the charitable may, at a ſmall 
expence, give it away. 
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The things which eſpecially recommend the 
4 book to my heart, and which I think cannot fail 
to recommend it to the heart of every ſerious pe- 
ruſer of it, are, 1. The juſt notions it contains of | b 
real and vital Religion, in oppoſition to the common x, 
miſtakes concerning it: and the view it gives us of c 
that ingenuous Spirit which belongs to true piety; *® u 
with a juſt allowance, at the ſame time, to the 11 
| proper influence of external motives. + 2. The it 
'excellency and force of the motives, by which true te 
religion is here recommended, together with the þ, 
energy and warmth with which they are delivered. # at 
3. The excellent directions here given, for attain- ec 
ing true piety and goodneſs. 4. The prudence ] an 


and charity the worthy Author diſcovers in avoid- on 
ing matters of doubtful diſputation, about ,which 


the beſt and witeſt men differ ; while he is an a 
1 ö OE ho 
eng. of 
8 See page 8, 9, 11. + See page 7 pr; 
* and page 92 and the bottom. 
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PREFACE: T7 
ing of matters of the greateſt. importance, about 
which all good and wiſe men muſt agree: and 


Oh! had we more of that true Chriſtian ſpirits. 
* lo beautifully delineated, and ſo warmly recom- 
* mended in. this book, I cannot but think, that 


the fierceneſs of our contentions. and animoſities 
about things of leſſer moment muſt - conſiderably 
abate. In fine, that vein of good ſenſe and clear 
thought, and of ſerious piety, which runs thro' the 
whole of this performance, nn commend- 
ed it to me. 


For theſe reaſons, T earneſtly recommend this 


book to the careful peruſal of all with whom my 
recommendation may be of any weight: 
cularly to the people of thoſe congregations of 
which I have had, or now have the overſight ; 
I would, in a more particular manner, recommend 
it to the poor of our flocks, who have not money 
to buy, or time to read larger books: 
here a valuable treaſure in a ſmall compaſs,” and. 
at a very low price; ſo that you may both eaſily | 
come by it; and eaſily become acquainted with it, 
By reading but 


you have 


and render it familiar to you: 
one half hour in it every Lord's day, you may in 
a few weeks, read the. whole: and if, with this, 
you join ſerious meditation and earneſt prayer, I 


hope you ſhall reap great good by it, to-the glory,” - 
of God ; and that I ſhall have your bleffiogs mg. = 


prayers for putting it into your hands. 
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I would likewiſe, in a particular manner, re- 


commend it to the riſing generation; in whoſe 


education I have the honour to have a conſider- 


able, charge; and Oh! that I could be fo happy ; 
as to make them ſenſible how much it would 
contribute to the peace and ſatisfaction of their | 


whole after life; to have their minds and hearts 


early poſſeſſed of ſuch juſt notions of true piety | 
and goodneſs, and ſuch a prevailing liking to it, 


as this excellent book tends to promote : How 


much, I fay; this would conduce to their true 


enjoyment in a preſent life, even tho' we ſhould 


ſet afide the conſideration of that eternal ſtate, * 
to which we are all haſting apace, and whither 
the youngeſt of us knows not how ſoon he may 
take his flight: The chief part, and valuable 


end of all true knowledge and learning, is the 


rectifying and improvement of the heart. 1 
would eſpecially recommend this book to our | 


young Students who have their views toward the 
ſacred function. I cannot but reckon, that the 
moſt neceſſary part of our preparation for that im- 
portant work, is, to have ſuch a juſt underſtand- 
ing of the great deſign of religion and Chriſtianity, 
and ſuch a taſte of true piety and goodneſs, ag 


this book tends to ialpire with: An honeſt and 
; good beam is the main thing neceſſary for preaching 


the word of God, as well as for bearing it with 
Pe 
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\ gommend it to my younger brethren in the ho- 


{hints to be improven upon, according to the a- - oF 


PREFACE + 
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In fine, I hope, I nny take the liberty to re- 


ly miniſtry. The careful peruſal of this little 
book may, I hope, contiibute to the ſurther im- 
provement of their notions of Religion, and to 
promote in them that rational piety and real good- 
neſs, in which they ought to be examples to 
their focks t. It may alſo afford them excellent 


= 


» 


bilities God has given them, in their publick per- 
formances: There are few paragraphs in this ex- 
cellent book, but what may, each of them, be 
prefitably enlarged into a ſermon, And Oh! 
my brethren, how may it put us to the bluſh, 
and what a holy emulation ſhould it raife in us, 


- 


to know that the worthy Author of this admir- 


able book compoſed it before. he was 27 years f 


age? What a ſpur to our d:ligence, that he came 


to the end and reward of his labours before he. "ft 
was 28! And, if you reliſh this book yourſelves, 
J hoje, you will recommend it to the people un- 
der your care; and, I believe, you may find a 
benefit in it, more worth than all the charge, to 
beſtow ſome copies of it among the pooreſt in 
your flocks; and thus oblige thoſe, by a preſent.” 
to read it, who might reckon it a hardihip to 
be obliged to buy it, as cheap as it is: We ey 
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now ſerve a dozen or a ſcore of poor families 

with this uſeful book, at an expence which 
hardly any of us would grudge to beſtow upon 
entertaining a diſtant acquaintance, or a paſſing 
ſtranger. 
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To conclude, I heartily recommend the Reader, a 
in the peruſal of this book, to the Divine Bleſſing; 


and am 1 
7 
His ſincere well-wiſher, and 
p 
humble Servant in the Lord, | ; 
| I 
a 1 
WiLLiam WISRART. I 
ö 1 
, 
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„ 1 My Dear FRikNpo, | 
; 40 ee uis deſignation doth give you a 
The Occaſion 


ACA | g ME 
s 18 7 2 = to all a en 
49 [N deavours where- f tnf, Di- 


AS 


S 
2 by I can {erve- wind 
your intereſts ; 5 
nd your pious incliuations do ſo happily 
zonfpire with my duty, that I ſhall not need 
to ſtep out of my roed to gratify you; but 
HE may at once pertc;in an office of. friend- 
ſhip, and diſcharge an exerciſe of my funẽ- 
tion, ſince the advantage of virtue and ho- 
ineis (which I hope you mag your great- 
Nt ſtudy) is the peculiar bulineſs of my 
1 * B , -:<mploy- $ 
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employment: This therefore is the moſt | 
proper inſtance wherein I can vent my af- 
fection, and expreſs my gratitude towards 
you, and I ſhall not any longer delay the 
performance of the promiſe I made you to 
this purpoſe : For though I know you are 
Tovided with better helps of this nature 
chan any I can offer you; nor are yecu like 
to meet with any thing here which you} 
knew not before, yet | am horeful, that In 
what cometh from one whom you are It 
pleaſed to honour with your friendſhip, Fo 
and which is more particularly deſigned fir 
for your uſe, will be kindly accepted by iti 
you: and Gop's providence perhaps may ft! 
ſo direct my thoughts, that ſomething or JJac 
other may prove u{cful to you. Nor tha!l ga 
I doubt your pardon, if, for moulding my ſſh. 
diſcourſe into the better frame, I lay a low ga! 
foundation, beginning with the nature, andſſot 
properties of religion, and all along giveſ u 
ſuch way to my thoughts in the profecu- 
tion of the ſubject, as may bring me to ſayſſth 
many things which were not neceilary; didi m 
- T only conſider to whom I am riting. all 
I cannot. ſpeak of Religion, but I muſt! 
D {eb Fo lament, That among fo ma-Þpn 
* Miſtakes a- ny pretenders to it, ſo fexÞa 
_— underſtand what it means; 
tome 
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ſome placing it in the underſtanding, in 
orthodox notions and opinions, and all the 
account they can give of their religion, is, 
that they are of this or the ther perſua- 
ſion, and have joined themſelves to one of 
theſe many ſects whereinto Chriſtendom 
is moſt unhappily divided: others place it 
in the outward man, in a conſtant courſe 
of external duties, and a model of perfor- 
mances; as, if they live peaceably with 
their neighbours, keep a temperate dyet, 
obſerve the returns of worſhip, frequent- 
ing the church, or their cloſet, and ſome- 
times extend their hands to the relief of . 4 
Jthe poor, they think they have ſufficiently 
Jacquitted themſelves : others again, put 
Jail religion in the affections, in rapturous 
heats and extatick devotion, and all they 
laim at, is, tw pray with paſſion, and think 
of heaven with pleaſure, and to be affected 
with thoſe kind and melting expreſſions © | 
herewith they court their Saviour, till 
they perſuade themſelves that they are 
mightily iu love with him, and from thence 
aſſume a great confidence of their ſalvation, 
hich they eſteem the chief of the Chriſti- 
an graces. Thus are theſe things which 
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beſt are but means for obtaining it, or par- 
ticular exerciſes of it, frequently miſtaken} 
for the whole of religion: nay, ſometimes 
wickedneſs and vice pretend to that name; 
I ſpeak not now of thoſe groſs impieties ; 
wherewith the heathen were wont to wor- 
ſhip their gods; there are but too many 
Chriſtians who would conſecrate their vi-“ 
ces, and hallow their corrupt affections, , 
whoſe rugged humour, and ſullen prides 
muſt pals for Chriſtian ſeverity ; whoſe] 
Herce wrath, and bitter rage againſt their 
enemies, muſt be called holy zeal ; whoſe 
petulency towards their ſuperiors, or re 
bellion againſt their governors, mutt have 
the name of Chriſtian courage and reſolu- 
tion. 
But certainly religion is quite another 
. thing, and they u ho are ac 
l Ren- quainted with it, will enter 
| 4 tain far different thoughts, Kc 
and diſdain all thoſe ſhadows, and falſe} 
1mitations of it: they know by experienceſſe 
that true religion is Jan union of the ſoul Pt 
with Gop, a real participation of the Diſof 
vine nature, the very image of Gop drawnſjag 
upon the ſoul, or 14 the Apoſtle's phrateÞo 
It is Cyr1sT formed within us, Brietlyar 
4 TI knoy 
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par- know not how the nature of religion can 
ken ſpe more fully expreſſed than by calling it 
mes Divine LIE; and under thele ters I 
me; mall diicourſe of it; ſhewing firſt, how it 
eties is called a Life, and then, how it is termed 
VOT-MDiuine. 

anyy I chooſe to expreſs it by the name of 
r vi-, firſt, becauig of its per- 


* 


. 


ons, nanency and fabigty : Reli- 
ride gion is not 2 ſudden ſtart or 
hoſlepaſſion of the mind, not though it ſhould 
heirFiſe to the height of a rapture, and ſeem 
holeFo tranſ;,ort a man to extraordinary per- 
re- for mances. There are few but have con- 
1ayeFvictions of the neceſſity of doing ſome- 
ſoln- thing for the ſalvation of thcir ſouls, which 

may puſh them forward ſome ſteps with a 
therſgreat deal of ſeeming haſte, but anon they 
ac lag and give over; they were in hot mood, 
ter- put now they are cooled; they did ſhoot 
hts, forth freſh and high, but are quickly wi- 
falſeſthered, becauſe they had no root in them- 
encefſelves. Theſe ſudden fits may be com- 
ſoulſ pared to the violent and convulſive motions 
Digof bodies newly beheaded, cauſed by the 
-awnBagitations of the animal ſpirits, after the 
rateoul is departed, which however violent 
fly nd impetuous, can be of no long conti- 
NOV 
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cy and ſtability. 
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nuance; whereas the motions of holy ſouls 


true, the Divine Life continneth not al- 
ways in the ſame ſtrength and vigour, but 


tations, an rid le 15 a acrity in the performance 
wihed, nor are they abandoned to the? 


ſway and over-rule the reſt of the world 


Its freedom and an inward, free, ard ſelf 
unconſtrained- 


are not actuated only by external motives, 
driven merely by threatnings, nor bribed 
by promiſes, nor conſtrained by laws; but 
are powerfully inclined to that which i: 
good, and delight in the performance ol 
it: the love which a pious man bears tc 
Gop and goodneſs, is not ſo much by vir 
wn of a command enjoining him ſo to do 
as by a new nature inſtructing and promp 
ting him to it: nor doth he pay his deve 


tion as an unavoidable tribute, only to ap 


peait 


are conſtant and regular, proceeding from 
a permanent and lively principle. It is 


of their duties; yet it is not quite extin-{ 


Again, Religion may be defined by the 
name ci Lite, becauſe it ig 


ci. moving principle, and thoſe} 
who have made progreſs in ity 


many times ſufcrs ſad decays, and holyf 
men find greater diſficultyin reſiſting t-m-Y 


power of theſe corrupt affections, iced 


a. 
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 ſoulsÞeaſe Divine Juſtice, or quiet his clamor- 
from us conſcience ; but thote religious exer- 
It is piſes are ine proper emanations of the Di- 
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holyſ 
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The new- born foul ; 
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his heart would deviſe liberal things : 


ILE Live, the natural employments of 
he prays and gives 
hanks, and repents. not only becauſe thele 
are commanded, but rather, be- 
Tante he is ſenfible of his wants, and ot 
the Divine goodneſs, and of the folly and 
niſery of a ſinful life, his charity is not 7 

Worced, nor his alms extorted from him, 
is love makes him willing to give; ard 
though there were no outward obligation, 
In- 
juſtice or intemperance, and all other vices, 
re as contrary to his temper and conſti- 
ution, as the baſeſt actions are to the moſt 
generous ſpirit, and impudence and ſcur- 
rility to thoſe who are naturally modeſt: 

So that I may well ſay with St. John,“ 
whoſoever is burn of Gor, doth not commit 
n; for his ſeed remaineth in him, and he 
cannot fin, becauſe he is born of GOD. 
Though holy and religious perſons do 
much eye the law of Gop, and have a 
reat regard unto it, yet it is not fo much 
the ſanction of the low, as its reaſonable- 
+ B 4 ney 
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neſs, purity and goodneſs, which do pre- 


* . * | 
vail with them; they account it excellent} + 
and deſirable in itſelf, and that in keeping. 
of it there is great r ard; and that Dia e f 


Love whereby they arc actuated, makes 


them becoine a law uno thernſeives, F ; 
D.:15 legem det amantibus ? | p 
Major eſt amor lex ipſe fivi. 1 9 
Who ſhall preſcribe a law to thoſe at love? fy 
Love's a more powerful law that doth them move. of 
In a word, what our bleſſed Saviour o 


ſaid of hiniſelf, is in ſome meaſure appli-# ;; 
cable to his followers, T That it is theirſ jr 
meat and drink to do their Father's will: it 
And as the natural appetite is carried outY n 
toward food, though we ſhould not reflect e 
on the neceſſity of it for the preſervation e 
of our lives; fo they are carried with a naa 
tural and unforced propenſion toward that 
- which is good and commendable, It isa 
true, external motives are many times off} 
great uſe to excite and ſtir up this inward, 
principle, eſpecially in its infancy and weak#y 
neſs, when it is often ſo languid, that theo. 
man himſelf can ſcarce diſcern it, hardy 
ly being able to move one ſtep forward 
but when he is puſht by his hopes, 2 hi; 
| cars 
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re- fears, by the preſſure of an affliction, or 
ent the ſenſe of a mercy, by the authority of the 
ing! law, or the perluaſion of others: Now, if 
ine ſuch a perſon be conſcientious and uniform 
des in his obedience, and earncitly groaning un- 
der the ſenſe of his dulneſs, and is deſirous to 
perform his duties with more ſpirit, and . 
gour; theſe are the firſt motions of the Di- 
# vint LIE, which tho! it be faint and weak, 
"** 3 will ſurely be cheriſhed by the :nfluendes 
ours} of heaven, and grow unto greater matu- 
bli-⸗“ rity: but he who is utterly deſtitute of this 
heir Inward principle, and doth not aſpire unto 
vill it, but contents himſelf with thoſe perfor- 
outY mances whereunto he is prompted by edu- 
flect i cation or cuſtom, by the tear of hell, or 
tionſ carnal notions of heaven, can no more be 
na · ¶ accounted a religious perſon, than a pup- 
that pet can be called a man. This forced and 
It ist artificial religion is commonly heavy and 
'S Ol langud, like the motion of a weight forced 
yard q upward, it is cold and ſpiritleſs, like the” 
eak⸗ gunealy compliance of a wife married 2 
the gainſt her will, who carries it dutifully tœ 
ard ward the huſband whom ſhe doth not loye, 
ard, ut of ſome ſenſe of virtue and honour: - 
r iflhence alſo this religion is ſcant and nig- 
dars ard, eipecully 1 in thoſe duties which do 
B. 5 f 
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greateſt violence to mens carnal inclinati- 
ons, and thoſe ſlaviſh ſpirits will be ſure 
to do no more than is abſolutely required, 
tis a law that compels them, and they will 
be loath to go beyond what it ſtints them 
to; nay, they will ever be putting ſuch; 
gloſſes on it, as may leave themſelves the 
greateſt liberty : whereas the ſpirit of true! 
Religion is frauk and liberal, far from ſuch 
peeviſh and narrow reckoning ; and he 
who hath given himſelf entirely unto Gop, 
will never think he doth too much for 
him. 
By this time I hope it doth appear, that 
>] Religion is with a great deal 
Religion a of reaſon, termed a LIF r, 
Divine Princi- b Wet 3 
ple. or vital principle, and that it 
is very neceſſary to diſtin- 
guiſh betwixt it, and that obedience which 
is conftramed, and depends on external 
- Eauſes, I come next to give an accourit 
why I defined it by the name of the Di- 
"VINE LIE; and ſo it may be called, not 
bnly in regard of its fountain and original, 
having Gop for its author, and being 
- wrought in the ſouls of men by the power 
of his Poly Spirit; but alſo, in regard of 
Ats nature, Religion being a reſemblance 
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nati- of the Divine Perfections, theimage of the 
ſuref} Almighty ſhining in the foul of man; nay, 
red, it is a real participation of his nature, it is 
will a beam of the eternal Light, a drop of 
hemf that infinite ocean of Goodneis; and they 
ſuch} who are endued with it, may. be iaid to 
the have Gop dwelling in their ſouls, and 
true CHRIST formed within then. 
ach} Before I deſcend to a more particular 
hell conſideration of that Divine _ 
ob, Life, wherein true Religion Wr 
for! doth conſiſt, it will perhaps 3 
be fit to ſpeak a little of that natural or a- 
that! nimal life, which prevails in thoſe who are 
deal ftrangers to the other; And by this I un- 
rr, derſtand nothing elie, but our inclination: 
at it and propenſion towards thoſe things which 
tin. are pleating and acceptable to nature: or 
lich elſe ſelf- love iſſuing forth and ſpreading it- 
rnal felf into as many branches as men. have 
art ſeveral appetitcs. and - inclinations : The 
Di- root and foundation of the animal hte I 
not recxon to be ſenſe, taking it largely, as it 
nal is oppoſed unto faith, and importeth our 
ing perception and ſentation of things, that are 
wer either ful or troubleſome to us. Now 
| of 


nce 
© 


thoſe animal affectioas conſidered in them- 
9 19 ſelves, 
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appetites as tend to the preſervation and 
welfare of their lives: Theſe are inſtead 
WF of a law unto the brute-beaſts, whereby 


they were made ; but man being made 


more excellent laws, becomes guilty and 
criminal when he is fo far tranſported by 
the inclinations of the lower life, as to vi- 
7 olate his duty, or neglect the higher and 
more noble deſigns of his creation. Our 


derated and over-ruled by a ſuperior, and 

more excellent principle. In a word, the 

W difference betwixt a religious and a wicked 

= man, is, that in the one the Divine Life 

i ſhear {way, in the other the animal Lite 
doth prevail. 


The different 


unto what different courtes 
Tendencies of 


the natural life, this natural principle, will 

ſometimes carry thoſe who] 
are wholly guided by it, according to the 
divers 


natural affections are not wholly to be ex- 
( tirpated and deſtroyed, but only to be mo- 


But it is ſtrange to obſerve 


ſelves, and as they are implanted in us by 
nature, are not vicious or blameable; nay, | 
they are inſtances of the wiſdom of the 
Creator, ſurniſhing his creatures with ſuch | 
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they are directed towards the end for which | 


for higher purpoſes, and to be guided by 
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divers circuinſtances that concur with it 
to determine them; and the not conſider- 
ing this doth frequently oecaſion very dan- 
genaus miſtakes, making men think well 
of themlelves by reaſon of that ſeeming 
difference which is betwixt them and o- 
thers, whereas perhaps their actions do 
from one and the ſame 
original. If we conſider the natural tem- 
per and conſtitution of mens ſouls, we ſhall 
find ſome to be airy, frolick and light, 

which makes their behaviour extravagant 
and ridiculous; whereas others are natu- 
rally ſerious and ſevere, and the whole 
carriage compoled into ſuch a gravity as 
gains them a great veal of reverence and 
eſteem. Some are of a humorous, rug- 
ged, and moroſe temper, and can neither 
nor endure that o- 
thers ſhould be ſo; but all are not born 
with ſuch ſowre and unhappy difpoſitiogs, 
for ſome perſons have a certain Weetneſs 
and benignity rooted in their natures, ard :, 
they find the greateſt pleaſure in the en- 
dearments of ſociety, and the mutual com- 
placency of friends, and covet nothing 
more than to have every body obliged to 


them; and it is well that nature hath pro- 
vided 
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vided this complectional tenderneſs to ſup- 


Ply the deſect of truc<harity in the world, 
and to incline men to do ſomething for one! 
another's welfare. Again, in regard of} 
education, ſore have never becn taught] 
to follow any other rules, than thoſe of 


pleafure or advantage; but others are ſo 
enured to obſerve the ſtricteſt rules of de- 


cency and honour, and ſome inſtances of 


virtue, that they are hardly capable of do- 
ing any thing which they have been ac- 
cuſtomed to look upon as baſe and un- 
worthy. 

In fine, it 1s no ſmall difference 1n the 
deportment of mere natural men, that doth 


ariſe from the ſtrength or weakneſs of their 
wit or judgment, and from. their care or 
negligence in uſing them; intemperancel 


and Juſt, injuſtice and oppretiion, and all 
thoſe other impieties which abound in the 


world, and render it ſo miſerable, are the 
iſſues of ſelf-love, the effect of the animal} 


life, when it is neither overpowered by Re- 
ligion, nor governed by natural reaſon; but 
if it once take hold of reaſon, and get judg- 
ment, and wit to be of its party, it will 
many times diſdain the groſſer fort of vi- 
ces, and ſpring up into fair imitations of 


&” 


w 


virtue} 


2 


my 


— — 
— 


— * ww 
* e 


T r RR:  .- Gy © 


ſup- 
orld, 
r one! 


d © 


| AC» 
un- 


the 
oth 
heir 
> Or 


nes! 


all 


the 


the ; 


nal! 


Ne- 
Dut 
Ig- 
vill 
vi- 


of 


ue 


IN THE SOUL OF MAN. 156 


irtue and goodneſs. If a man have but 
ſo much reaton as to conſider the prejudice 
lieb intemperance and ordinate luſt do 


bring unto his health, his fortune and his 
ught] 
e of 
re lo 
de- 
8 of 
do- 


reputation, ſelf-love may ſuffice to reſtrain 
him; and one may ubſerve the rules of 
moral juſtice in dealing with others as the 
beſt way to fecure his own intereſt, and 
maintain his credit in the world. But this 
is not all; this natural principle by the 
help of reaſon may take a higher fhght, 
and come nigher the inſtances of piety and 
Religion: It may incline a man to the di- 
ligent ſtudy ol divine truth; for why ſhould 
not theſe as well as other ſpeculations be 
pleaſant and gratc{ul to curious and inqui- 
ſitive minds? It may make men zealous 
in maintaining and propagating ſuchopini- 
ons as they have eſpouſcd, and be very de- 
firous that others ſhould ſubmit unto their 
judgment, and approve the choice of reli- 
gion which themtielves have made; it may. 
make them delight to hear and compoſe 
excellent diſcouiſes abou. the matters of 
religion; for eloquence is very pleaſant, 
whatever be the ſubje&t : Nay, ſome it 
may diſpoſe to no ſmall height of ſenſible 
devotion. Tte glor:ous things that are 

ſpoken 
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ſpoken of heaven, may make even a Car- 
nal heart in love with it ; the metaphors 
and ſimilitudes made ule of in Scripture o 
crowns and ſcepters, and rivers of pleaſures, 
&c. will eaſily affect a man's fancy, and 
make him wiſh to be there, though he 
neither underſtand nor deſire thoſe ſpirt- 
tual pleaſures which are deſcribed and ſha- 
dowed forth by them : and when ſuch a 
perion comes to believe that CnhRIST has 
purchaſed thoſe giorious things for him, 
he may feel a kind of tenderneſs, and at- 
fection toward ſo great a Benefactor, and 
Imagine that he is mightily enamoured 
with him, and yet all the while continue a 
ſtranger to the holy temper and ſpirit of 
the bleſſed Jesus; ani what hand the na- 
tural conſtitution may have in the rap- 
turous devotions of ſome melancholy per- 
ſons, hath been cxcellently diſcovered of 
late by ſeveral learned and judicious pens. 
To conclude ; there is nothing proper 
to make a man's life pleaſant, or himſelf 
eminent and conſpicuous in the world, but 
this natural principle, aſſiſted by wit and 
reaſon, may prompt him to it; and tho, 
I do not condemn theſe things in them- 
ſelves, yet it concerns us nearly to * 
an 


car- 
hors 


re O 
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nd conſider their nature, both that we 
1ay keep within due bounds, and allo that 
e may learn never to value vurielves on 
he account of ſuch attaiaments, nor lay 
he ſtreſs of religion upon our natural ap- 
petites or performances. 

It is now tin g to 1cturn to the conſide- 
ration of that D:vixe Liee 
whereof | wasdiſcoui ſing be- 
fore, that“ Lite winch is hid 
* Mit CHRIST in GoD;' 
and therefore hath no glorious ſhaw or ap- 
pearance in the wcer'id, and to tie natura! 
man will ſeem a mean and inſipid notion. 
As the animal life conſiſteth in that narivw 
aid coafined love which is terir.inated on 
a man's ſelf, and in his propenſion toward 
thoſe things that are lcaſing to nature; ſo 
the Divine Life ſtands in an univerſal and 
unbounded affection, and in the maſtery 
over our natural inclinations, that they 
may never be able to betray us to thoſe 
things which we know to be blameable. 
The root of the Divine Life is ſaith ; the 
chief branches are love to Gob, charity 
to man, purity and humility : For, (as 
an excellent perſon hath well obſerved) 
however theſe names be common and vul- 


gar, 


W herein the 
D:vice Life 
doch conſiſt. 
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gar, and make no extraordinary ſound 
yet do they carry ſuch a mighty ſenſe, tha 
the tongue of man or angel can prog 
nothing more weighty or excellent. Faith 
hath the fame place in the Divine Lite, 
which fenſc hath in the natural, being incu 
deed nothing elſe but a kind of ſenſe, orb: 
feeling perſuaſion of ſiritual things: It ex- of 
tends itſelf unto all - Ee truth: : But ja 
our lapſed eſtate, hath a peculiar relation] cc 
to the declarations of Gob's mercy and re-Þj a 
concileabſeneſs to finncrs through a Me- Io. 
diator: and therefore, receiving its deno- p 
mination from that principal object, is or-Þ i 
dinarily termed Faith in Iss CuRISr. In 
The love of God is a delightful and af- 

fectionate ſenſe of the divine perfections, i \ 
which makes the foul reſign and ſacrifice | 
itſelf wholly unto him, deſiring above all 

things to pleaſe him, and delighting in no-. 
thing ſo much as fellow ſhip and commu- | 
nion with him, and being ready to do or 
ſufter any thing for his ſake, or at his plea- 
ſure. Tho' this affection may have its firſt 
riſe from the favours and mercies of Gop 
toward ourſelves, yet doth it, in its growth 
and progreſs, tranſcend ſuch particular 
conſiderations, and ground itſeif on his. 
infinite 
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nfinite goodneſs, manifeſted in all the 
orks of creaiin and providence. A font, 

hus poſſoſſd with piving Love, mult 


"und, 


tha 
11.'®e 


; aith jecds be enlarged towards al mankind, 
Latein a ſincere and unbounded aft tion ; be- 


J in 


„ Or 


cauſe of the relation they have to God, 
being his creatures, and having ſomething 
of lis image ſtamped upon em: and 
this is that chARITV I na:ned as the ſe- 
cond branch of religion, and under which 
ali the parts of juſtice, all the duties we 
owe to our 2eighbour, are eminently com- 

rehended ; for he who doth truly love ail 
the world, will be nearly concerned in the 
intereſt of every one: and fo far from 
wronging or injuring any perion, that he 
will reſent any evil that betals others, as 
i it ha opened to hin{ell, 

By Purity, J underſtand a due abſtract- 
edneſs from the body, aud maſtery over 
the inferior appetites; or ſech a temper 
and diſpoſition of mind, as makes a man 
deſpiſe and abſtain from all pleaſures and 
delights of ſenſe or fancy, which are f12- 
ful in themſelves, or tend to extinguiſn or 
leſten our re'iſh of more divine and intel- 
lectual vicaſures ; which doth allo infer a 
reſoluteneſs to undergo all thoſe hardſhips 
he 
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he may meet with in the performance of 
his duty; ſo that not only chatlity and 
temperance, but alſo Chriſtian courage and 
magnanimity may come under this head. 
Hui Ly unports a deep tenie of our 
ow: meaunels, with a nearty aud attfecti- 
onate acknowledgement of our owing all 
that we arc to the divine bounty; which 
is always accompanied with a profound 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God, a2! great 
deadneſs toward the glory of the wor!d, 

and appli.c of men. 
Th<-te are the higheſt perfections that 
either men or angels are capable of; the 
very foundation of heaven laid in the foul 
and he'who hath attained them, need not 
deſire to pry into the hid:!en rolls of Gop's 
decrees. or ſearch the volumes of heaven 
to know what is determined about his cver- 
laſting condition, but he may find a copy 
of God's thoyghts concerning him written 
in his own breaſt : his love to Gon may 
give him aſſurance of Gop's favour to him; 
and thoſe beginnings of happineſs which 
he feels in the conformity of the powers 
of his ſoul to the nature of Gop, and com- 
pliance with his will, are a ſure pledge that 
his felicity ſhall be perfected, and continu- 
| ed 
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d to all eternity: and it is not without rea- 
n that one (aid, ** I had rather ſee the 
real impreſſions of a God- like nature up- 
* on my own ſoul, than have a viſion from 

* heaven, or an angel tent to tell me that 
* my name were inroll'd in the book of 

© hte.” 

When we have ſaid all that we can, the 
zcret myſteries of a new nature, aud di- 
vine Life can never be ſuffi- 

cienth expreſſed ; language ob by 

and words cannot reach ,gjons than by 

them; nor can they be truly words, 
underſtood, but by rhole 

ſouls that are enkindled within, and a- 

wakened unto the ſenſe and relith of ſpiri- 

tual things; There is u ſpirit in man, 

# and the inſpiration of the Almighty giv- 

eth this under ſtanding.“ The power 
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Religion better 


| . life of religion may be better expreſſed 


in actions than in words; becauſe actions 


are more lively things, and do better re- 


preſent the in ward principle whence they 
proceed; and therefore we may take the 
beſt meaſure of thoſe gracious endowments 
from the deportment of thoſe in whom 
they reſide, eſpecially as they are perfectly 
exemplified in the holy life of our bleſſed 

Savi- 
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Saviour, a main part of whoſe buſineſs in Ma 
this world, was to teach by his practice his 
what he did require of others, and to makeKWha; 
his own converſation an exact reſemblance ing 
of thoſe unparalleled rules which he pre-Nthi 
ſcribed : ſo that if ever true goodneſs was ref 
viſible to mortal eyes, it was then, whenylc 
his preſence did beautify and illuſtrate this ſub 
lower world, the 
"IM That ſincere and devout Ihe 
Divine Love affection wherewith his ble. Aid 
exemplified in : | 
our Saviour, ſed ſoul did conſtantly burn ] fer 
toward his heavenly Father, | tal. 
did exprels itſelf in an intire reſignation to] ten 
his will; it was this was his very “ meat, I ty 
to do the will, and finiſh the work of ſtir 
_ © him that ſent him.” This was the ex- || as 
erciſe of his child-hood, and the conſtant ] $01 
3 employment of his riper age; J his 
pe e no travel A 4 an 
in doing God's ; a 
k wil. while he was about his Fa- I da 
— ther's buſineſs, but took ſuch Ito 
infinite content and ſatisfaction in the per- || an 
formance of it, that when, being faint and | 
_ weary with his journey, he reſted himſelf | © | 
on Jacob's well, and entreated water of the ha 
Samaritan woman, the ſucceſs of his con- Imi 
ference with her, and the acceſſion that 2 4 
8 was. « 


\ 


tented word: For tho' he was far from a 


to that ſevere diſpenſation of providence, 


* poſſible,” (or as one of the Evangeliſts 


done.“ Of what ſtrange importance are 
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vas made to the kingdom of Gop, filled 
his mind with ſuch delight, as ſeemed to 
have redounded to his very body, refreſh. 
ing his fpirits, and making him forget the 
thirſt whereof he complained before, and 
refuſe the meat which he had ſent his diſei- 
ples to buy. Nor was he leſs patient and 
ſubmiſſive in ſuffering the will of God, 
than diligent in doing of it:: 
he endured the ſharpeſt af- 1 = 
wh git. 
flictions, and extremeſt mi- 
ſeries that ever were inflicted on any mor- 
tal, without a repining thought, or diſcon- 


ſtupid inſenfibility, fantaſtic or ſtoical ob- 
ſtinacy, aud had as quick a ſenſe of pain 
as other men, and the deepeſt apprehen- 
ſion of what he was to ſuffer in his foul, (as 
his bloody feweat, and the ſore amazement 
and ſorrow which he profeſt, do abun- 
dantly declare) yet did he entirely ſubmit 


and willingly acquieſced in it. 
And he prayed to Gov, that © if it were 


hath. it, © if he were willing) that cup 


might be removed;” yet he gently adds, 
* Nevertheleſs, not my will, but thine be 


theſe 
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theſe expreſſions, John xii. 27. where hi 
firſt acknowledgeth the anguiſh of his Spi 
rit, “ Now is my ſoul troubled,” whic| 
would ſeem to produce a kind of demur 
and what ſhall I ſay?” and then he goeÞ 
to deprecate his ſufferings, © Father, fave 
© me from this hour; which he had ne 
ſooner uttered, but he doth, as it were 
on ſecond thoughts, recall it in theſe words, 
* But for this cauſe camel into the world; Mas 
and concludes, ** Father, glorify thy 
Name.“ Now we muſt not look onff 
this as any levity, or blameable weakueſs 
in the bleſſed Jeſus; he knew all alongſibe 
what he was to ſuffer, and did moſt reſo- I 
ſolutely undergo it; but it ſhews us theſhis 
unconceivable weight and preſſure that heſall 
was to bear, which being ſo afflicting andſexþ 
contrary to nature, he could not think offthe 
without terror; yet conſidering the will offfupo 
God, and the glory which was to redoundto ! 
to him from thence, he was not only con-whi 
tent, but deſirous to ſufter it. ady 

wy, Another inſtance of higmir 
8 love to God was, his delightſgoo 
Welte. in converſing with him byſben 
prayer, which made him . retireſſwro 
himſelf from the world, and with the great. Mole 


%. 


IN THE SOUL OF MAN. 23 


ſt devotion and pleaſure ſpend whole 
ights in that heavenly exerciſe: though 
e had no ſins to confeſs, and but few ſe- 
ular intereſts to pray for ; which, alas ! 
are almoſt the only things that are wont to 
rive us to our devotion; Nay, we may 
nay his whole life was a kind of a prayer; a 
refonſtant courſe of communion with Gop ; 
ds if the ſacrifice was not always offering, yet 
J; Nas the fire ſtill kept alive: nor was ever 
thyſthe bleſſed Jeſus ſurprized with that dul- 
onſne(s, or trepidity of ſpirit, which we muſt 
[efsjſmany times wreſtle with, be'ore we can 
»0gfbe fit for the exerciſe of devotion. 
Soft In the ſecond place, I ſhould ſpeak of 
theſhis love and charity toward __ f 
 heffall men: but he who would His Cherity to - 
andexpreſs it, muſt tranſcribe | 
g offithe Hiſtory of the Goſpel, and comment 
| otfupon it: for ſcarce auy thing is recorded 
undſto have been done or ſpoken by him, 
on-Jwhich was not deſigned for the good and 
Advantage of ſome one or other. All his 
hfmiraculous works were inſtances of his 
ghtfgoodneſs as well as his power; and they 
byfibenefited . thoſe on whom they were 
tireQwrought, as well as they amazed the be- 
eat-Jnolders, His charity was not confined to 
- C his 
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his kindred, or relations; nor was all hi } 
kindneſs (wallowed up in the endearment Tu. 
of that peculiar friendſhip which he carried 
toward the beloved diſciple ; but ever 
one was his friend who obeyed his hol 
commands, John xv. 4. and whoſoeve 
did the will of his Father, the ſame. was 
to him as his brotner, and ſiſter, and mc 
ther. 

Never was any unwelcome to him who 
came with an honeſt intention, nor did he“ 
deny any requeſt which tended to the goodſ ev 
of thoſe that aſked it: fo that what wasun 
ſpoken of that Roman emperor, whom, lai 
for his goodneſs, they called “ the darlingfen 
of mankind,” was really performed by his 
him, that never any departed from him de 
with a heavy countenance, except that richſ] by 
Fouth, Mark x. who was ſorry to hear} life 

that the kingdom of heaven ſtood at fo 
high a rate, as that he could not fave his di 
ſoul and his money too. And certainly iti as 
troubled our Saviour, to ſee, that when aff of 
price was put in his hand to get wiſdom, Ion 
yet he had no heart to it: the ingenuity] ble 
that appeared in his firſt addreſs, had al- I dy 
ready procured ſome kindneſs for him; w} 
for it is ſaid, © And Jeſus beholding him, I tu 

loved 
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hi loved him: But muſt he, for his fake, 
ent tut out a new way to heaven, and alter 
rieFhe nature of things, which make it im- 
'ErY 
10] 


appy f | | 
And what ſhall I ſpeak of his meekneſs, 
Wag w ho could encounter the monſtrous ingra- 
no titude and diſſimulation of that miſereant 
who betrayed him, in no harſher terms 
hof chan theſe, © Judas, betrayeſt thou the 
he“ Son of man with a kiſs? What farther 
oodFevidence could we deſire of his fervent and 
Was unbounded charity, than that he willingly 
om, laid down his life even for his moſt bitter 
ing enemies; and mingling his prayers with 
by his blood, beſought the Father, that his 
um death might not be laid to their charge, 
ich but might become the means of eternal 
carſ life to thoſe very perſons who procured it. 
t loft The third branch of the 
his divine Life is Purity, which, His Purity. 
Vun as I (aid, conſiſts in a neglect | | 
n aof worldly enjoyments and accommodati- 
om, ons, in a reſolute enduring all fuch trou- 
ty bles as we meet with in the doing of our 
al- duty. Now ſurely, if ever any perſon was 
m wholly dead to all the pleaſures of the na- 
im, I tural life it was the bleſſed Jesvs, who 
ved C 2 {ſeldom 


Y 


zoffible that a covetous man ſhould be 


* 
Magi, .* vt „% „% 
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comfort of wedlock, and honoured mar- 
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ſeldom taſted them when they came in hi 
way ; but never ſtept out of the road to 
ſeek them. Tho' he allowed others the 


in 


riage with his preſence; yet he choſe the 
ſeverity of a virgin life, and never knewmi, 


the nuptial bed: and though, at the ſameBſper 


time, he ſupplied the want of wine withEmc 
a miracle, yet he would not work one forfpo! 
the relief of his own hunger in the wilder-Fot 
nels; ſo gracious and divine was the tem- I ſey 

er of his ſoul, in allowing to others ſuch} ſm 


lawful gratifications as himſelf thought he 


gool e. abſtain from, and ſupplying not he 
only their more extreme and preiling ne- ¶ tic 
ceſſities, but aiſo their ſmallor and leſs con- ¶ th 
ſiderable wants. We many times hear of w. 
our Saviour's ſighs and groans, and tears; w 
but never that he laught, and but once I qi 
that he rejoiced in Spirit; fo that thro? his ||| ac 
whole life he did exactly anſwer that cha- bi 
racter given of him by the prophet of old, I h. 
that he was a man of forrows, and ac- fc 
* quainted with grict,”” Nor were the r. 
troubles and diſaccom modations of his hſe c 
other than matter of choice: ; for never did 
there any appear on the ſtage of the world 


with greater advantages to have raiſed 1 
himſelf 


* 


hi 


1 to 
theſhumber of fiſhes into his ditciplesnet; and 
ar- 


the 


EW 
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imſelf to the higheſt ſecular felicity. He 
vho could bring together ſuch a prodigious 


at another time receive that tribute from 
fiſh, which he was to pay to the temple, 
might eaſily have made himſelf the richeſt 
perſon in the world; nay, without any 
money he could have maintained an army 
powerful enough to have juſtled Cæſar out 
of his throne, having oftener than once fed 
ſeveral thouſands with a few loaves and 
{mall fiſhes; but to ſhew how ſmall eſteem 
he had of all the enjoyments in the world, 
he choſe to live in ſo poor and mean a condi- 
tion, that, though the foxes had holes, and 
the birds of the air had neſts, yet he, who 
was Lord and Heir of all things, had not 
whereon to lay his head. He did not fre- 
quent the courts of princes, nor affect the 
acquaintance or converſe of great ones; 
but being reputed the ton of a carpenter, 
he had fiſher-men and. ſuch poor people 
for his companions, and lived at ſuch a 
rate as ſuited with the meanneſs of that 
condition, 
And thus I am brought 

unawares to ſpeak of his hu- His Humility. 
mility, the laſt branch of the | 

oF C 3 Divine 
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Divine Life, wherein he was a moſt emiWalk« 
nent pattern to us, that we might“ learnþrig 
* of him to be meek and lowly of heart. 
I ſhall not now ſpeak of the infinite con- 
deſcenſion of the eternal Son of Geb, in 
taking our nature upon him, but only re es 
flect on our Saviour's lowly and humbleſhyair 
deportment, while he was in the world Ac: 
He had none of thoſe fins and imperfecti-· Iba 
ons, which may juſtly humble the beſt off che 
men; but he was ſo entirely ſwallowed up che 
with a deep ſenſe of the infinite per fections ha 
of Gon, taat he appeared as nothing in] ſer 
his own eyes; I mean, ſo far as he was a tir 
creature, He conſidered thoſe eminent ra 
perfections which ſhined in his bleſſed ſoul, ¶ th 
as not his own, but the gifts of Gop; and w 
therefore aſſumed nothing to himſelf for I he 
them, but with the profoundeſt humility te 
renounced all pretences to them: Hence | © 
did he refuſe that ordinary compellation of 
Good Maſter, when addreſſed to his human 
nature by one who it ſeems was ignorant 
of his Divinity; © Why calleſt thou me 
* good ? There is none good, but God 
* only.” As if he had ſaid, The goodneſs 
of any creature (and ſuch only thou takeſt 
me to be) is not worthy. to be named or 
Zo taken 
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aken notice of; it is Gob alone who is 
briginally and eſſentially Good, He never 
ade uſe oi his miraculous power for va- 
Ity or oftentation ; he would net gratify 
he curioſity of the Jews with a ſign from 
eaven, ſome prodigious appearance in the 
air; nor would he follow the advice of his 
country-men and kindred, who would 
have had all his great works performed in 
the eyes of the world, for gaining him 
the greater fame ; but when his charity 
had prompted him to the relief of the mi- 
ſerable, his humility made him many 
times, enjoin the concealment of the mi- 
racle; and when the glory of Gop, and 
the deſign ſor which he came into the 
world required the publication of them, 
he aſcribeth the honour of all to his Father, 
telling them, © That of himſelf he was 
** able to do nothing.“ 

I cannot inſiſt on all the inſtances of hu- 
mility in his deportment towards men; his 
withdrawing himſelf when they would 
have made him a king, his ſubjection not 
only to his blefled. mother, but to her huſ- 
band during, his younger years, and his 
ſubmiſſion to all the 1adignities and af 
fronts, which his rude and. malicious ene- 

C4 | mies 
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mies put upon him; the hiſtory of his hol 
life recorded by thoſe who converſed wit! 
him, is full of ſuch paſſages as theſe; and 
indeed the ſeri 3s and attentive ſtudy e 
it, is the beſt way to get right meaſures 0 
humility, and all the other parts of rel 
gion, which I have been endeavouing t 
dc:cribe. 

But now that J may leſſen your trouble 
of readiug a long letter, by making ſome 
pauſes in it; let me here ſubjoin a prayer 
that might be proper, when one who had 
formerly entertained ſome falſe notions of 
religion, begins to diſcover what it 1s. 


0000200000090000000000090000 
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NeIiNnITE and eternal Majeſty, Author 
and Fountain of being and bleſſedneſs, 
how little do we poor ſinful creatures know 
of thee, or the way to ſerve and pleaſe 
thee! We talk of Religion, and pretend 
unto it, but alas! how few are there that 
know and conſider what it means! How 
eaſily do we miſtake the affections of our 
nature, and iſſues of ſelf- love, for thoſe 
divine 
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divine graces, which alone can render us 
acceptable in thy fight! It may juſtly grieve 
me to confider, that I ſhould have wan- 
dered ſo long, and contented myſelf fo of- 
es ten with vain ſhadows, and falſe images of 
reh piety and religion; yet I cannot but ac- 
8 i knowledge and adore thy goodneſs, who 
has been pleaſed in tome meaſure to open 
ub mine eyes, and let me fee what it. is at 
Im which I ought to aim. I rejoice to conſi- 
yl der, what mighty improvements my na- 
had ture is capable of, and what a divine tem- 
5 Ol per of ſpirit doth ſhine in thoſe whom thou 
art pleaſed to chuſe, and cauſeſt to ap- 
proach unto thee. Rleſſed be thine infinite 
20M mercy, who ſenteſt thine own Son to dwell 
among men, and inſtruct them by his ex- 
ample, as well as his laws, giving them a. 
perlect pattern of what they ought to be. 
O!] that the holy life of the bleſſed Jesvs 


8 hol 
| wit! 
An 
ly 0 


impreſſion of tholè excellent graces that 
ſhined ſo eminently in him, and let me ne- 
ver ceaſe my endeavours, . tul that ne- 
and divine Nature prevail in my ſoul, and 

CHRIST be formed within me. | 


C5 AND 


may be always in my thoughts, and before 
mine eyes, till I receive a deep ſenſe and 
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ND now, my dear friend, having 
diſcovered the nature of true Rel! 
gion, beſore I proceed any further, it wil 
not perhaps be unfit to fi 
Theexcellency our meditations a little on 
and advantage 
of religion. the excellency and advan- 
tages of it, that we may be 
excited to the more vigorous and diligent 
proſecution of thoſe methods whereby we 
may attain ſo great a felicity. But, alas! co 
what words ſhall we find to expreſs that et 


| F 3nward ſatisfaction, thoſe hidden pleaſures War 


which can never be rightly underſtood, Hes 
but by thoſe holy ſouls who feel them! RL 
** a ſtranger intermeddleth not with their Noi 
« joy.” * Holineſs is the right temper, It 
the vigorous and healthful conſtitution of Iv 
the ſoul ; its faculties had formerly been I 
enfeebled and diſordered; fo that they 1 
could not exerciſe their natural functions; 1 
it had wearied itſelf with endleſs toſſings 
and rollings, and was never able to feel any 
zeſt: now that diſtemper being removed, 
it feels itſelf well, there is a due harmony 
in its faculties, and a ſprightly vigour pot- 
ſeſſeth every part; the undeiſtanding can 
diſcern 


* Prov. iv. 10. 
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iſcern what is good, and the will can 
leave unto it; the affections are not tied 
the motions of ſenſe, and the influence 
f external objects; but they are ſtirred by 
ore divine impreſſions, are touched by a 
enſe of inviſible things 
Let us deſcend, if you pleaſe, into a 
earer and more particular view of Religi- 
on, in thoſe ſeveral branches of it which 
ere named before: Let us 
conſider that love and af- 5 
fection wherewith holy ſouls. 
res Ware united to Gop, that we may ſee what 
d, Eexcellency and felicity is involved in it. 
n! Love is that powerful and prevalent paſſi- 
-Ir on, by which all the facultics and inclina- 
T, Þ tions of the ſoul are determined, and on 
of which both its perfection and happineſs de- 
n pend. The worth and excellency of a foul: 
is to be meaſured by the object of its love; 
he who loveth mean and fordid things, doth. 
thereby become baſe and vile; but a noble 
and well placed affection, doth advance 
and improve the ſpirit unto a conformity 
with the perfections which it loves. The 
images of theſe do frequently preſent them- 
ſelves unto the mind, and by a ſecret force 
and energy inſinuate into the very conſti- 
| tution 
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tution of the ſoul, and mould and faſhio 


it unto their own likeneſs; hence we mail an 
ſee, how eaſily lovers or friends do lid an 
into the 1mitation of the perſons they affcaF ro 
and how even before they are aware, the a! 
begin to reſemble them, not only in t at 
more conſiderable inſtances of their de al 
portment, but alſo in their voice and gel} d 
ture, and that which we call their mie I 
and air; and certainly, we ſhould as well t 


tranſcribe the virtues and inward beauties o 
the ſoul, if they were the object and motive 
of our love. But now, as all the creatures we 
converſe with, have their mixture and allo), 
we are always in hazard to be ſullied and 
corrupted by placing our affection on them: 
Paſhon doth eaſily blind our eyes, ſo that 
we firſt approve, and then imitate the 
things that are blameable in them. The 
true way to improve and enoble our ſouls, 
is by fixing our love on the divine perfect 
ons, that we may have them always befor: 
us, and derive an impreſſion of them on 
ourlelyes,' and beholding with open face, 
bas in a glaſs, the glory of the Lord, we may 
** be changed into the ſame image, from 
glory to glory: He who with a generous 
and holy —— hath raiſed his eyes 5 
War 
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ward that uncreated Beauty and Goodneſs, 
and fixed his affection there, is quite of 
another ſpirit, of a more excellent and he- 
roick temper than the reſt of the world, 
and cannot but infinitely diſdain all mean 


and unworthy things; wilt not entertain 
any low or baſe thoughts, which might 
diſparage his high and noble pretenſions. 


Love is the greateſt and moſt excellent 


thing we are maſters of; and therefore it 
is foily and baſeneſs to beſtow it unwor- 
thily : it 1s indeed the only thing we can 
call our own; other things may be taken 
from us by violence, but none can raviſh 
our love: if any thing elſe can be counted 
ours, by giving our love, we give all, ſo 


far as we make over our hearts and wills, | 
by which we poſſeſs our other enjoyments, 
it is not poſlible to refuſe him any thing, 


to whom by love we have givei ourſelves; 
Nay, fince it is the privilege of gifts, to 
reccive their value from the mind of the 
the giver. and not to be meaſured by the 
event, but by the deſire; he who loveth, 
may, in tome {-nſe be ſaid, not only to be- 
ſtow all that he hath, but all things elſe 


s . : — . 
—— — . wa. 


which may make the beloved perſon hap- | 


Py ; ſince he doth heartily wiſh them, and 
would 
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would really give them if they were in hi 
power: In which ſenſe it is, that one makes 
bold to ſay, That divine love doth in a 
manner give God unto himielt, hy the com- 
placency it takes in the happincis and per- 


jove is the worthieſt preſent we can offer 
unto Gop, and it is extremely debaſed 
when we beſtow it any other way. 
When this affection is miſplaced, it doth 
often vent itſelf in ſuch expreifions, as point 
at its genuine and proper object, and inſi- 
nuate where it ought to be placed. The 
flattering, and blaſphemous terms of ado- 
ration, wherein men do ſometimes expreſs 
their paſſion, are the language of that affec- 
tion which was made and deſigned for Gop: 
As he who is accuſtomed to ſpeak to ſome 
great perſon, doth perhaps unawares ac- 
coſt another with theſe titles he was wont 
togive to him : But, certainly, that paſſion 
which accouuteth its object a Deity, ought 
to beſtowed en him who really is ſo; thoſe 
unlimited ſubmiiſſions which would debaſe 
the ſoul, if directed to any other, will exalt 
and enoble it, when placed here: Thoſe 
Chains and cords of love, are infinitely. 
| more 


fection of his nature.” But tho' this mayf 
ſeem too ſtrained an expreſſion, certainly 
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ore glorious than liberty itſelf ; This 
avery is more noble than all the empires 
| tne world. 
Again, as divine love doth advance and 
zer-Mcvate the ſoul ſo it is that 
nay lone which can make it 2 _ 
Þappy : The higheſt and Lt 
nlyÞ*PPY * Love. 
fferhoſt raviſhing pleaſures, 
ſeg he moſt ſolid and ſubſtantial delights, 
hat human nature is capable of, are thoſe 
1th (hich ariſe from the endearments of a 
int Nell placed and ſucceſsful affection. That 
f. Mrhich imbitters love, and makes it ordi- 
he Harily a very troubleſome and hurtful 
9. pation, is the placing it on thoſe who have 
ſc Inot v orch enough to deſerve it, or affection 
and gratitude to req} wite it, or whoſe abſence 


hi 
ike: 
11 4 
m- 


5: may deprive us of the pleaſure of their con- 
e Nverle, or their miſeries occaſion our trou- 


ble. To all theſe evils are they expoſed, 
t vhoſe chief and ſupreme affechon is pla- ; 
need on creatures like themſclves, but the 
t | love of Gop delivers us from them all, 

Firſt, I ſay, Love muſt needs be miſe- 


rable, and full of trouble and diſquietude, 


when there is not worth and 
excelleney enough in the ob- 
ject to aniwer the vaſtneſs of 


The Worth of 
the Object. 


its 
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its capacity: So eager and violent a paſſi 
cannot but fret and torment the ſpi 
when it finds not wherewith to ſatisfy Or 
cravings; and indeed, fo large and uff“ 
bounded 1s 1ts nature, that it muſt be e 
tremely pinched and ſtraitned, when co 
fined to any creature: nothing below 2 
infinite Good can afford it room to ſtrete 
itſelf, and exert its vigour and aCtivit 
What is a little ſkin- deep beauty, or ſon! 


ſmall degrees of goodneſs, to match q“ 
ſatisfy a paſſion, which was made for Gov 
deſigned to embrace an infinite Good W 
No wander lovers do ſo hardly ſuffer an!“ 
rival, and do not deſire that others ſhoul t 
_. approve their paſſion by imitating it: The . 
know the ſcantineſs and narrownels of ti 
good which they love, that it cannot ſuffice . 


two, being in effect too little for one 
Hence love, which 1s ſtrong as Death, oc- 
caſioneth jealouſy, which is cruel as 1h 
Grave; the coals whereof, are coals 0 
fire, which hath a moſt violent flame. 
But Divine Love hath no mixture of 
this gall ; when once the ſoul is fixed on 
that Supreme and All-ſufficient Good, it 
finds ſo much perfection and goodnels, as 
doth not only anſwer and ſatis! y us affecti- 


ons, 
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paſſi}"s, but maſter and overpower it too: It 

ſpirÞ24s all its love to be too faint and languid 
isfy Nor ſuch a noble Object, and is only ſorry 
1d uhat it can command no more. It wiſheth 
be e Hor the flames of a Seraph, and longs for 
n cofthe time when it ſhall be wholly melted 
nnd dinolved into love; and becaule it can 


OW 2 
trete 0 little itſelf, it deſires the aſſiſtance 
tivi dot the whole creation, that angels and men 


ſon would coacur with it in the admiratien 
ch and love of thoſe infinite perfections. 

Go Again, love is accompanied with trouble, 
ood when it miſſeth a ſuitable : 

r an return of affection: Love is * 
ud the moſt valuable thing we again. 

Che can beſtow, and by giving 

tit we do in effect give all that we have; 
flick and therefore it muſt needs be afflicting to 
one] find fo great a gift deſpiſed, that the pre- 
{ent which one hath made of his whole 


O0 o . 
„heart, cannot prevail to obtain any return, 
Perfect love is a kind of ſelf-dereliction, a 


wandering out of ourſelves; it is a kind 
of voluntary death, wherein the lover dies 
to himſelf, and-all his own intereſts, not 
it! thinking of them, nor caring for them any 
more, and minding nothing but how he 
yi. may pleaie and gratify the party * 

a E 
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he loves: Thus he is quite unuene unle 
he meets with reciprocal affection ; he ne 
glects himſelf, if the other hath no regard 
to him; but if he be beloved, he is reviv 
ed, as it were, and liveth in the ſoul and 
care of the perſon whom he loves; au 
now he begins to mind bis own Conceri- 
ments not ſo much becauſe they are his, 
as becauſe the beloved is pleaſed to own 
an mtereft in them: he becomes car unto 
himſelf, becauſe he is io unto the other, 


But why ſhould I enlarge in io known a 


matter? nothing can be more clear than 
that the happineſs of love depends on the 
returns it meets with; and here the divine 
lover hath unſpeakably the advantage, 
having placed his affection on him whoſe 
nature is love, whoſe goodneſs is as infinite 
as his being, whoſe mercy prevented us 
when we were his enemies, therefore can- 
not chuſe but embrace us when we are 
become his friends. It is utterly impoſſible 
that God ſhould deny his love to a foul 
wholly devoted to-him, and which deſires 
nothing fo much as to ſerve and pleaſe 
him; he cannot diſdain his own image, 
ner the heart in which it is engraven : Love 
is all the tribute which we can pay —_ 
an 
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1 

nd it 1s the ſacrifice which he will not 

Another thing which diſturbs the plea- 
ure of love, and readers it a miſerable and 
12Guiet pation, is abſence 
and ſeparation from thoſe we 
It is not Without 2 
ſentible afMiction that friends 
do part, tho' for ſme little time; it is ſad 
to be deprived of that ſociety which is fo 
delightful; our life becomes tedious, being 
ſpent in an impatient -xpeCtarion of the hap- 
py hour whercin we may meet again; but 
if death hath made the ſeparation, as ſome 
time or other it muſt, this occaſions a grief 
ſcarce to be paralleled by all the misfor- 
tunes of human liſe, and wherein we may 
pay dear enough for the comforts of our 


The preſence 
cf the beloved 
perſon, 


friendſhip. But O now happy are thoſe, who 


have placed their love on him whocan ne- 
ver be abſent from them! they need but 
open their eyes, and they ſhall every where 
beho!d the traces of his preſence and glory, 
and converſe with him whom their foul lo- 
veth; and this makes the darkeſt priſon, 
or wildeſt deſart, not only ſupportable, but 
delightful to them, 
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In fine, a lover is miſerable, if the pe 
The Divine 102 whom he loveth be it d 
Love makes us they who have made an efeaſ, 
partake of an change of hearts by love, gi 
iuſinite happi- thereby an intercſt in one Min 
neſs. | 7 
nother's hanpinets and mii V 
ry: and this makes love à troubleſome | 
paſſion, when placed on earth. The mori 
fortunate perſon hath grief enough to maſſ al 
the tranquillity of his K zend, and it is har om 
to hold it out, when we are attacked on all, | 
hands, and ſuffer not ouly in our own pe- ier 
ſon, but in another's. But if Gop werhar 
the object of our love, we ſhould ſhare inch 
an infinite happineſs without any mixtureſſhil 
or poſſibility of diminution : we ſhould real] 
Joice to behold the glory of Gob, and re. f 
ceive comfort and pleaſure from al! theo- 
praiſes wherewith men and angels do ex- Ifre 
tol him. It ſhould delight us beyond al“ 
expreſſion, to conſider that the beloved ofſ te 
our ſouls is infinitely happy in himſelf, and cc 
that all his enemies cannot ſhake or unſet- nd 
tle his throne; ** That our Gob is in the 
* heavens, and doth whatſoever he plea- 
1 
Behold, on what ſure foundations his 
happineſs is built, whoſe foul is x 
wil 


ith 


/ 
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th divine Love, whoſe will is transform- 
| into the will of Gop, and whoſe great- 
deſire is, that his Maker ſhould be 
Wlcaſed! O the peace, the reſt, and ſatis- 
action that attendeth ſuch a temper of 


rind! 
I, What an infinite pleaſure muſt it needs 
om 


Sc, thus, as it were, to loſe 
urſelves in him, and being bag — no 
; ou nds fweet- 
allowed up in the over- nefsin every dil- 
hard oming ſenie of his goodneſs, penſation. 
n algo offer ourſelves a living 
Per acrifice, always aſcending unto him in 
Velegames of love. Never doth a foul know 
Ee lfyhat ſolid joy and ſubſtantial pleaſure is, 
tureſtil once, being weary of itſelf, it renounce 
re- Al propriety, give itſelf up to the Author 
le- ſof its being, and fee! itſelf become an hal- 
theſowed and devoted thing, and can ſay, 
ex. from an inward ſenſe and feeling, © My 
all beloved is mine,” (I account all his in- 
| oifftereſt mine own) “and J am his: I am 
ind content to be any thing for him, and care 
ſet-Nnot for myſelf, but that I may ſerve him.) 
the A perſon, moulded inte this temper, would 
ca: Find pleaſure in all the diſpentations of pro- 
. Evidence; temporal enjoyments would have 
Nis another reliſh, when he ſhould taſte the 
divine 
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divine goodneſs in them, and conſider thenſhey 
as tokens of love ſent by his deareſt Lornc 
and Maker: and chaſtiſements, tho” the 
be not joyous, but grievous, would there: 
by loſe the ſting; the rod as well as th 
ſtaff would comfort him: he would ſnatd 
a kils from the hand that was ſniiting him 
and gather ſweetneſs from that ſeverity: 
nay, he would rejoice, that tho' God dil 
not the will of ſuch a worthleſs and fooliſh 
creature as himſelf, yet he did his own 
will, and accompliſhed his own deſigns, 
which are infinitely more holy and wile. 
The exerciſes of religion, which to 6 

thers are inſipid and tedious, 
1 duties do yield the higheſt pleaſure 
Jightſu! o Him. and delight to ſouls poſſeſſedco 
| with divine love; they re- Ike 
Joice when they are called © to go up tot 
the houle of the Lok p,“ that they may} a 
* fee his power and his glory, as they have IN 
„formerly ſeen it in the ſanctuary“.“ I. 
They never think themſelves fo happy, as “ 
when, having retired from the world, and e 
gotten free from the noiſe and hurry gf 
affairs, and filenced all their clamorous ! 
paſſions (theſe troubleſome gueſts whe 

the) 

Pal. Ixiii. 2. 
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therſhey have placed the:nielves in the pre- 
Lornce of Gab, and entertain fellowſhip and 
thelommunion with hun: They delight to 
hereFYdore his perfections, and recount his fa- 
ours, and to proteſt their affection to him, 
1atcYnd tell him a thouſand times that they 
hinfſove him; to lay out their troubles or wants 
rityÞcfore him, and diſhurden their hearts in 
| difhis boſom. Rep eu tance itielf is a delight- 


Oliſſ 


OW! 
gns, 
C. 


) 0 
ous, 
{ure 
{led 
re- 
) to 
Way 
1V'C 
* 1, 
as 
nd 
of 
us 
n) 


* 


ul exerciſe, when it floweth from the prin- 
ple of love; there is a ſecret ſweetneſs 
hich accompanieth thoſe tears of remorſe, 
hoſe meltings and relentings of a ſoul re- 
turning unto Gop, and lamenting its for- 
mer unkindnels. 

The ſeverities of a holy life, and that 
conſtant - watch which we are obliged to 
keep over our hearts and ways, are very 
troubleſome to thoſe who are only ruled 
and acted by an external law, and have 
no law in their minds inclining them to the 
performance of their duty ; but where di- 
vine love poſſeſſeth the ſoul, it ſtands as 
centinel to keep out everv thing that may 
offend the beloved, and doth diſdainfully 
repulſe thoſe temptations which aſſault it; 
it complieth cheerfully, not only with the 
explicit commands, but with the moſt ſe- 


cret 
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cret notices of the beloved's pleaſure, anffrati 
is ingenious in diſcovering what wille 
moſt grateful and acceptable to him : | 


makes mortification and ſelf-denial chang$904 
their harſh and dreadful names, and began 
come eaſy, tweet and delightful things. nes 
But I find this part of my letter (welPP® 
bigger than I deſigned, (indeed who would ar 
not be tempted to dwell on fo pleaſant : 8 
arl 


theme?) I ſhall endeavour to compenſate 
it by brevity in the other points, cls 

The next branch of the Driving Lire 
is an univerſal charity andJ=ent: 
love: Ihe excellency of this It 1 
grace will be eaſily acknow- and 
- ledged ; for what can be more noble ander! 
generous than a heart enlarged to embrace Th 
the whole world, whoſe wiſhes and deſigns 2 
arc levelled at the good and welfare of the e 
univerſe, which conſidereth every man's On 
intereſts as its own? He who loveth his An 
neighbour as himſelf, can never entertain 
any baſe or injurious thought, or be want- fu 
ing in expreſſions of bounty: He had ra- 
ther ſuffer. a thouſand wrongs, than be |} ©? 
guilty of one; and never accounts himſelt | © 
happy, but when ſome one or other hath 
been benefited by him: the malice or in- d 
| gratitude 


The excellency 
of charity. 


£& .» 


an ratitude of men is not able to reſiſt his 
Il h 
- Weir folly, and overcomes their evil with 
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be 


Wt: any wonder that ſuch a perſon be rever- 
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ve : he overlooks their injuries, and pities 


ood ; and never deſigns any other revenge 
gainſt his moſt bitter and malicious ene; 
ies, than to put all the obligations he can 
pon them whether they will or not. Is 


nced and admired, and accounted the 
arling of mankind ? This inward good- 
eſs and benignity of ſpirit reflects a certain 
ſweetneſs and ſerenity upon the very coun- 
tenance, and makes it amiable and lovely: 
It inſpireth the ſoul with a noble reſolution 
and courage, and makes it capable of en- 
terprizing and effecting the higheſt things. 
Thoſe heroick actions which we are wont 
to read with admiration, have, for the 
moſt part, been the effects of the love of 
one's country, or of particular friendſhips; 
and certainly, a more extenſive and uni- 
verſal affection muſt be much more power- 

ful and efficatious. 8 
Again, as Charity flows from a noble and 
excellent temper, ſo it is ac- 74 
e eee with the greateſt 
ſatisfaction and pleaſure; it 
delights the ſoul to feel itſelf thus enlarged, 
D and 


The pleaſure 
that attends ĩt. 
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and to be delivered from thoſe diſquieting, 


as well as deformed paſſions, malice, ha 


tred, and envy ; and become gentle, ſweet 
and benign. Had I my choice of all things 
that might tend to my preſent felicity, [ 
would pitch upon this, to have my heart 
poſſeſled with the greateſt kindneſs and 
affection towards all men in the world. [ 
am ſure this would make me partake in 
all the happineſs of others, their inward 
endowment and outward proſperity ; evey 
thing that did benefit and advantage them, 
would afford me comfort and pleaſure : and 
tho' I ſhould frequently meet with occaſi 
ons of grief and compaſſion, yet there is a 
ſweetneſs in commileration, which makes 
it infinitely more defirable than a ſtupid 
inſenſibility: and the conſideration of that 
infinite goodneſs and wiſdom which go- 
verns the world, might repreſs any excel- 
five trouble for particular calamities tnat 
happen in it: and the hopes and potltbility 
of mens after-happincls, night moderate 
their ſorrow for their preient misfortunes. 
Certainly, next to the love and enjoyment 
of Gop, that ardent charity and aftection 
wherewith bleſſed fouls do embrace one 
another, is juſtly to be reckoned as tlie 


greateſt 
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UngFreateſt felicity of thoſe regions above; and 

2 id it univerſally prevail in the world, it 
ect ould anticipate that bleſſedneſs, and make 
gs taſte of the joys of heaven upon earth. 
„That which I named as a ird branch 
cart@f Religion was Purity; and 
and.ou may remember I deſ- 

IFcribed it to conſiſt in a con- 
un tempt of ſenſual pleaſures, and reſolute- 
ard Wneſs to undergo thoſe troubles and pains 
we meet with in the performance of our 
mM, duty. Now, the naming of this may 
id ſuffce to recommend it as a moſt noble 
li- andi excellent quality. There is no ſlavery 
4 W fo baſe, as that whereby a man becomes 
a drudge to his o laſts, nor any victory 
d glorious, as that which is obtained over 
them. Never can that perſon be capable 
of any thing that is noble and worthy, who 
ass ſunk in the groſs and feculent pleaſures 


The excellen- 
cy of Purity. 


of ſenſe, or bewitched with the light and ,,4 


ary gratificatious of fancy; but the religi- 


ous ſoul is of a more ſublime and divine 


temper , it knows it was made for higher 
things, and icorns to ftep aſide one foot 
out of the ways of holineſs, for the obtain- 
ing of theſe. 
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1 And this purity is acco 
1 panicd 1 great deal Mt t 
pleaſure; whatſoever defile dg 
the ſou], diſturbs it too; all impure delig hp 
have a ſting | in them, and leave ſmart an * 
trouble behind them | ; exccſs and intem{W<? 
perance, and inordinate luſts, are ſo muchÞ5 9 
enemies to the health of the body, and the fee 
intereſts of this preſent life, that a littleſÞ® #"! 
conſideration might oblige any rational man ſ 
to forbear them on that very ſcore; and 
if the religious perſon go higher, and do 
not only abitain from noxious pleaſures, 
but neglect thoſe that are innocent, this 
is not to be looked upon as any violent and 
unealy reſtraint, but as the effect of better 
choice, that their minds are taken up in 
the purſuit of more ſublime and refined 
delights, ſo that they cannot be concerned 
in theſe; any perſon that is engaged in a 
violent and paſſionate affection, will eaſily I 
forget his ordinary gratifications, will be || ? 
little curious about his diet, or his bodily 
eaſe, or the d&rtiſements he was wonted || | 
to delight i in: No wonder then, if fouls }|_ 
overpowered with Divine Love deſpite 
inferior pleaſures, and be almoſt ready to 
-grudge the body its neceliary aa 
1 or 
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al r the common accommodations of life, 
efiludging all theſe impertinent to their main 
ghappinels, and thoſe higher enjoyments 
andhey are purſuing. As for the hardſhips 
emſhey may meet with, they rejoice in them, 
uchÞ5 opportunities to exercife and teſtify their 
ffection: And ſince they are able to do 
little for God, they are glad of the honour 
to ſuffer for him. 

The laſt branch of religion, is Humility; 
and however to vulgar and 
carnal eyes this may appear 
w abject, baſe and deſpicable 
quality, yet really the ſoul of man 1s not 
capable of an higher and more noble en- 
dowment : It is a filly ignorance that be- 
gets pride, but humility ariſes from a nearer 
acquaintance with excellent things, which 
keeps men from doating on trifles, or ad- 
miring themſelves becauſe of ſome petty 
> | attainments. Noble and well educated 
© fouls, have no ſuch high opinion of riches, 

beauty, ſtrength, and other ſuch like ad- 
vantages, as to value themſelves for them, 
or deſpiſe thoſe that want them: And as 
for inward worth and real goodneſs, the 
ſenſe they have of the divine perfections, 
makes them think very meanly of any 
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thing they have hitherto attained, and Nad 
ſtill endeavouring to ſurmount themſelve 
and make nearer approaches to thoſe in 
nite excellencies which they admire. 

I know not what thoughts people m 
have of Humility, but I fee almoſt eve 
perſon pretending to it, and ſhunning ſuc 
expreſſions and actions as may make ther 
to be accounted arrogant and preſumpti 
ous; ſo that thoſe who are moſt defira 
of praiſe, will be loath to commend the 
ſelves. What are all thoſe complimen 
and modes of civility, fo frequent in e 
ordinary converſe, but ſo many proteſt 
tions of the eſteem of others, and th 
low thoughts we have of ourſelves ? Ani 
-muſt not that humility be a noble ani 
excellent endowment, when the very ſh» *< 
dows of it are accounted ſo neceſlary if © 
part of good breeding ? © 

Again, this grace is accompanied with © 

a great deal of happineſs and 

2 tranquillity: The proud and 
weetneſs of an a | 
fumble temper. arrogant perſon is a troubl 
to all that converſe with him 

but moſt of all unto himſelf ; every thing 
is enough to vex him; but ſcarce any thing 
ſufficient to content and pleaſe him, oy 
read) 
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and ady to quarrel with every thing that falls 
MelyMut, as if he himſelf were ſuch a conſider- 
ſe inf ble perſon, that God Almighty ſhould do 
>. very thing to gratify him, and all the 

reatures of heaven and earth ſhould wait 


ma 

ere pon him, and obey his will; the leaves 
z ſucf high trees do ſhake with every blaſt of 
theevind, and every breath, every evil word, 


npti ill diſquiet and torment an arrogant man; 
trout the humble perſon hath the advantage 

hen when he is deſpiſed, that none can think | 
nen more meanly of him than he doth of him- 


elf; and therefore he is not troubled at 
the matter, but can eaſily bear thoſe re- 
proaches which wound the other to the 
foul; and withal, as he is leſs affected with 
injuries, ſo indeed, he is leis obnoxious un- 
to them; Contention which cometh of pride, 


8 
ell; 

the 
An 
ant 


ha 


f encies, which thoſe of a meek and lowly 
uy temper ſeldom meet with. True and ge- 
na nuine humility begetteth both a venerati- 
aon and love among all wile and diſcerning 


perlons, while pride defeateth its own de- 


, W !1gn, and depriveth a man of that honour 
it makes a man pretend to. | 
: But as the chief exerciſes of humility 
ac thoſe which relate unto Almighty God, 


| D 4 ſo 


— 


betrays a man into a thouiand inconveni- 
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ſo theſe are accompanied with the greate 
fatisfaction and ſweetneſs; it is impoſſibi 
to expreſs the great pleaſure and delight 
which religious perions feel in the lowef 
proſtrations of their ſoul before God, whe 
having a deep ſenſe of the divine Majeſh 
and Glory, they ſink (if I may ſo ſpeak 
to the bottom of their beings, and vaniſh 
and diſappear in the preſence of God, bj 
a ſerious and affectionate acknowledgment 
of their own nothingneſs, and the ſhortnekiff gs 
and imperfections of their attainments; 
when they underſtand the full ſenſe and 
emphaſis of the Pſalmiſt's exclamations, 
Lok, what is man ?” and can utter it 
with the ſame affection. Never did any 


2 ob an 4 am hitting nerſnn rereiye tha 
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praiſes and applauſes of men with ſo much 
- pleaſure, as the humble and religious do 
renounce them. Not unto us, O Lord, 
not unto us, but unto thy Name give 
< glory,” &c. | 
Thus I have ſpoken ſomething of the 
excellencies and advantage of religion, in | | 
its ſeveral branches; but ſhould be very 
injurious to the ſubject, did I pretend to 
have given any perfect account of it. Let 
us acquaint ourſelves with it, My dear 

; friend, 
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riend, let us acquaint ourſelves with it, 
nd experience will teach us more than all 
hat ever hath been ſpoken or written con- 
erning it. But if we may ſuppoſe the 
oul to be already awakened unto ſome 
onging deſires after io great a bleſſedneſs, 
it will be good to give them vent, and 
Wiffer them to iſſue forth in ſome ſuch aſ- 

pirations as theſe. 
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OOD GOD! what a mighty feli- 
J city is this to which we are called? 
How graciouſly haſt thou joined our one: 
and happineſs together, and preſcribed 
that for our work, the performance where- 

, Þ of is a great reward! And ſhall ſuch filly 
© © worms be advanced to fo great a height? 
Wilt thou allow us to rare our eyes to 
thee? Wilt thou N and accept our 
affection ? Shall we recave the impreſſion 
of thy divine excellencies, by behoidmg 
and admiring them, and partake of thy in- 
finite bleſſedneſs and glory, by loving thee, 
and rejoicing in them ? O the happineſs 
he... D 5 of * 
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of thoſe ſouls that have broken the fette 
of ſelt-love, and diſintangled their affed 
on from every narrow and particular good 
whoſe underſtandings are enlightened 9 
thy holy Spirit, and their wills enlarged't 
the extent of thine, who love thee abo 
all things, and all mankind for thy ſake! 
am perſuaded, O God, I am perſuadet 
that I can never be happy, till my carna 
and corrupt affections be mortified, and 
the pride and vanity of my ſpirit be ſub 
dued, and till [ come ſeriouſly to deſpiſe the 
world, and think nathing of myſelf. But 
O when ſhall it once be! O when wilt tha 
come unto me, and ſatisfy my ſoul with thy 
likeneſs, making me holy as thou art holy, 
even in all manner of converſation ! Haſt 
thou given me a proſpect of fo great a fe- t. 
licity, and wilt thou not bring me unto it? Ne 
Haſt thou excited theſe deſires in my foul, ! 
and wilt not thou alſo ſatisfy them? OW « 
teach me to do, thy will, for thou art my 
God, thy Spirit is good, lead me unto the 
land of uprightneſs. Quicken me, O Lord, 

for thy name's ſake, and perfect that which 
concerneth me: Thy mercy, O Lord, en- 
dureth for ever, forſake not the works of 
thine own hands. 


I HAVE 
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Have hitherto conſidered wherein true 
religion doth conſiſt, and how deſirable 
thing it is; but when one ſees how in- 
nitely diſtant the common Th 2 
emper and frame of men is gent thoughts 


eady to deſpond, and give awakened to a 
| mg and think it ds __ ſenſe of 
s 1 N gs. 

impoſſible to be attained: 

He may ſit down in ſadneſs, and bemoan 
himſelf, and ſay in the anguiſh and bitter- 
neſs of his ſpirit, They are happy in- 
deed,. whoſe fouls are awakened unto the 
divine life; who are thus renewed in the 
ſpirit of their minds; but alas! I am quite 
of another conſtitution, and am not able 
to effect ſo mighty a change :. If outward 


| might have hoped to acquit myſelf by 
diligence and care; but ſince nothing but 
a new nature can ſerve the turn, what am 


able to do? I could beſtow all my goods 
nin oblations to God, or alms to the poor, 


but cannot command that love and charity, 
without which this expence. will profit me 
nothing f. This gift of God cannot be 


pur-- 
+ Acts viii. 20. 


rom it, he may perhaps be of ſome newly 


obſer vancies could have done the buſineſs, 
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purchaſed with money: * If a man ſhou! 
give all the ſubſtance of his houſe for low 
it would utterly be contemned : I couk 
pine and macerate my body, and underg 


get all my corruptions ſtarved, nor mi 
affections wholly weaned from earthlz 
things: There is ſtilt ſome worldly deſire 
lurking in my heart, and theſe vanities that 
I have ſhut out of the doors are always get: 
ting in by the windows. I am many times 
convinced of my own meanneſs, of the 
weakneſs of my body, and the far greater 
weakneſs of my ſoul; but this doth rather 
beget indignation and diſcontent, than true 
humility in my ſpirit: and though I ſhould 
come to think meanly of myſelf, yet I can- 
not endure that others ſhould think ſo too, 
In a word, when I reflect on my higheſt 
and moſt ſpecious attamments, I have rea- 
fon to ſufpect that they are all but the ef- 
fects of nature, the iſſues of ſelf- love, acting 
under ſeveral diſguiſes: and this principle 
is ſo powerful, and ſo deeply rooted in me, 
that I can never hope to be delivered from 
the dominion of it. I may tols and turn 
like a door on the hinges, but can-never 


get 


Cant. viii. 7. 


many hardſhips and troubles, but I cannal 


and they fear, they ſhall never prevail a- 
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get clear off, or be quite unhinged of (elf, 
which is till the center of all my motions: 
o that all the advantage that I can draw 
rom the diſcovery of religion, is but to ſee, 
it a huge diſtance, that felicity which I 
m not able to reach; like a man in a ſhip- 
vreck, who diſcerns the land, and envies 
the happineſs of theſe that are there, but 
thinks it impoſſible for himſelf to get a 
ſhore. 

Theſe, I fay, or ſuch like deſponding 
thoughts, may ariſe in the 
minds of thoſe perions who 2 ae > 

| e!s of theſe 
begin to concerve ſomewhat fears. 
more of the nature and ex- 
cellency of religion than before : They 
have ſpied the land, and ſeen that it is ex- 
ceeding good, that it floweth with milk 
and , but they find they have the 
children of Anak to grapple with, many 
powerful luſts and corruptions to overcome, 


gainſt them. But why ſhouid we give way 
to ſuch diſcouraging ſuggeſtions? Why 
ſhould we entertain ſuch unreaſonable 
tears, which damp our ſpirits, and weaken 
our hands, and augmeat the difficulties of 
our way? Let us encourage ourieves, my 

| dear 


7 
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dear friend, let us encourage ourſelves wil 
thoſe mighty aids we are to expect in th 
ſpiritual warfare, for greater is he that | 
for us, than all that riſe up againſt us 
The eternal God ts our refuge *, and u 
derneath are the everlaſting arms. Let u 
be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the power 1 
hrs might, for he it is that ſhall ? read down 
our enemies God hath. a tender regard 
unto the ſouls of men, and is infinitely will 
ing to promote their welfare: He hat 
condeſcended to our weakneſs, and declz 
red with an oath, that he hath no pleaſure 
in our deſtruction. There is no. ſuch] 
thing as deſpite or envy lodged in the 
boſom of that ever-blelied Being, whoſe 
name and nature is love. He created u 
at firſt in a happy condition, and now when 
we are fallen from it r, He hath laid hel 
upon One that is mighty to ſave, hath com- 
mitted the care of our fouls to no meaner 
Perſon than the eternal Son of his love. l 
is he that is the Captain of our ſalvation, 
and what enemies can be too ſtrong for 
us, when we are fighting under his banners? 
Did not the Son of Gop come down from 
the boſom of his Father, and pitch his 


| taber · 
Deut. xxxii, 27. f Pſal. IXxxix. 19. 
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abernacle-among the (ons of men, that he 
night recover and propagate the divine 
ile, and reſtore the image of God in their 
ou!s, All the mighty works which he 
performed, all the ſad affſictions which he 
uſtained, had this for their ſcope and de- 
ign; for this did he labour and toil, for 
his did he bleed and die *: © He was with 
child, he was in pain, and hath he 
* brought forth nothing but wind, hath 
he wrought no deliverance in the earth? 
r Shall he not ſee of the travail of his 
F** ſoul ?”' Certainly it is impoſſible that this 
great contrivance of heaven, ſhould prove 
abortive, that ſuch a mighty undertaking 
ſhould fail and. miſcarry : It hath already 
been effectual for the falvation of many 
thouſands, who were once as far from. the 
kingdom of heaven as we can ſuppoſe our- 
{elves to be, and our $ High Prieſt conti- 
nueth for ever, and is able to ſave them 
to the uttermoſt that come unto God by 
him:“ He is tender and compaſſionate, he 
r knoweth our infirmities, and had experi- 
ence of our temptations ||, * A bruiſed 
| 
i 


reed will he not,break, and ſmoaking flax 
| will 
* Iſa, xxix. 18, 19. Þ Ia. liii. 11. & Heb. vi. 
24, 25. | Matth. xi. 20. 
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will he not quench, till he ſend forth judg. 
ment unto victory.” He hath ſent out his Pr 
holy Spirit, whoſe ſweet but powerful 
breathings are ſtill moving up and down - 
in the world, to quicken and revive the C | 


ſouls of men, and awaken them unto the 
ſenſe and feeling of thoſe divine things for 
which they were made, and is ready to 
aſſiſt ſuch weak and languiſhing creatures 4 
as we are, in our ellays towards holineſs and 0 
felicity; and when once it hath taken hold 2 
of a ſoul, and kindled in it the ſmalleſt ſpark I”. 


4a er W 
of divine love, it will be ſure to preſerve I, 
g . 8 . . a: 
and cheriſh, and bring it forth into a flame A 
T, © which many waters ſhall not quench, 


neither ſhall the floods be able to drown » 
it.“ When ever this day begins to daun“, 
And the day-ſtar to ariſe in the heart,” . 
it will eaſily diſpel the powers of darkneſs, * 
and make ignorance and folly, and all the 
corrupt and ſelfiſn affections of men, flee 
away as faſt before it as the ſhades of night, 
when the ſun cometh out of his chambers: 
$ For the path of the juſt :s as the ſhining 
light, which ſhineth more and more unto 
the perfect day. J They: go on from 
ſtrength 


t Cant. viii. 7. * 2 Pet. i. 19. § Prov. iv. 18- 
4 Fialm Ixxxiv, 7. 
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rength to ſtrength, till every one of them 


at M pear before God in Sion.” 

erſu Why . we think it impoſſible that 
low rue goodneſs and univerſal love ſhould e- 
the Ner come to {way to prevail in our fouls ? 
) the Is not this their primitive ſtate and condi- 


tion, their native and genuine conſtitution 
as they came firſt from the hands of the 


45 Maker? Sin and corruption are but uſur- 
and pers, though they have long kept the poſ- 


od belton, yet from the beginning it was not 
ark / That inordinate ſelf. love which one 
would think were rooted in our very being, 


ve 

hs and interwoven with the conſtitution of our 
b. nature, is nevertheleſs of foreign extracti- 
n Jon, and had no place at all-in the ſtate of 


a 7. hace he $3 
* 3 vo liars 1 10 muca reaion 


left as to condemn it; our underſtandings 
are eaſily convinced, that we ought to be 
e | wholly devoted to him, from whom we 
> | have our being, and to love him infinitely 
more than ourſelves, who is infinitely bet- 
ter than we; and our wills would readily 
comply with this, it they were not difor- 
dered and put out of tune: And is not he 
who made our fouls, able to rectify and 
mend them again? 

Shall we not be able by his aſſiſtance, to 
| van- 


a 
* 


*. 
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vanquith and expel thoſe violent intrud s a 
Heb. xi. 34. © and turn to flight the arme 
of the aliens?” eli 

No ſooner ſhall we take up arms in H iat 
holy warfare, but we ſhall have all the ſam ea 
on earth, and all the angels in heaven eme 
gaged on our party. The holy churdWmu 
throughout the world is daily interceedireiff cor 
with God, for the ſucceſs of all ſuch ende: m 


vours, and doubtleſs thoſe heavenly hoh ca 


above are nearly concerned in the intereſts I us 


of religion, and infinitely deſirous to ſee w 
the Diving Lie thriving and prevailing © 
in the inferior world; and that the will af r 
God may be done by us on earth, as itisÞ 1 
done by themſelves in heaven: And may 
we not then encourage ourſelves, as the 
prophet did his ſervant, when he ſhewed 
him the horſes and chariots of fire; 2 Kings 
vi. 16, 179. © Fear not, for they that be 
with us, are more than they that be a- 
gainſt us“ 
Away then with all perplexing fear, and 
deſponding thoughts; To 
We muſt do what undertake vigorouſly, and 


we can and de- Fa 
ooud onthe Di- rely confidently on the 


vine Aſſiſtance, vine ailiſtance, is more than 
| half the conqueſt: Let 
us. 


- 
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rude ariſe, and be doing, and the Lok PD will 
arme with us,“ 1 Chron. xxii. 16. It is true, 
i eligion in the ſouls of men, is the imme- 
in tate work of God, and all our natural en- 
© ſainucavouis can neither produce it alone, nor 
en e merit thoſe ſupernatural aids by which it 
hurd muſt be wiought: The Holy Ghoſt muſt 
edi come upon us, and the power of the Higheft 
1dez WW muſt overfhadow us, before that holy thing 
hot can be begotten; and Chriſt be formed in 
reſtz us: But yet we muſt not expect that this 
ee whole work ſhould be done without any 
lng F concurring endeavours of our own ; we 
l muſt not ſie loitering in the ditch, and wait 
till Omnipotence pull us from thence : No, 
ay no, we muſt beſtir ourſelves, and actuate 
he & thoſe powers which we have already receiv- 
qed: We muſt put forth ourſelves to our 
s | utmoſt capacities, and then we may hope 
e | that our labour ſhall not be in vain in the 
” Logp, 1 Cor. xv. 58. All the art and 

induſtry of man cannot form the ſmalleſt 

herb, or make a ſtalk of corn to grow in 

the field; it is the energy of nature, and 

the influence of heaven which produce this 

effect; it is God who cauſeth the graſs lo 

grow, and herb for the ſervice of man; 

Pal, civ. 14. And yet nobody will 11 


* 
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that the labours of the huſbandman x 
uſeleſs, or unneceſſary: ſo likewiſe the h 
man ſoul is immediately created by God 
it is he who both formeth and enlivenet 
the child, and yet he hath appointed the 
marriage-bed, as the ordinary means fy 
the propagation of mankind. Tho' ther ner 
mult interveen a ſtroke of Omnipotence 
to effect this mighty change in our ſouls 
yet ought we to do what we can, to fit 
and prepare ourſelves ; Jer. iv. 3. for we 
muſt break up our fallow ground, and root 
out the weeds, and pull out the thorns, 
that ſo we may be more ready to receive I 
the ſeeds of grace and the dew of heaven. q. 
It is true, God hath been found of ſome I. 
wno ſougnt him not; he hath caſt himſeit I 
in their way, who were quite out of his; Ie 
he hath laid hold upon them and ſtopt their I 
courſe on a ſudden ; for ſo was St. Paul |; 
converted in his journey to Damaſcus : But 
certainly this is not God's ordinary method 
of dealing with men, tho' he hath not tied 
himſelf to means, yet he hath tied us to 
the ule of them; and we have never more 
reaſon to expect the divine aſſiſtance, than 
when we are doing our utmoſt endeavours, 


It ſhall therefore be my next work, to ſhew 
ey what 
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hat courſe we ought to take for attaining 
at bleſſed temper I have hitherto deſcrib- 
. But here, if in delivering my own 
oughts, I ſhall chance to differ from what 
or may be ſaid by others in this matter, 
would not be thought to contradict or 
ppoſe them, more than phyſicians do 
hen they preſcribe ſeveral remedies for 
he ſame diſeaſe, which perhaps are all 
iſeful and good. Every one may propoſe 
he method he judges moſt proper and 


Ve Fonvenient, but he doth not thereby pre- 
To tend that the cure can never be effected, 
2 unleſs that be exactly obſerved. I doubt 
n hath occaſioned much unneceſſary diſ- 
Eh quietude to ſome holy perſons, that they 


„have not found ſuch a regular and orderly 
tranſaction in their ſouls, as they have ſeen 
3 FE deſcribed in books; that they have not 
paſſed through all thote ſteps and ſtages of 
converſion, which ſome (who perhaps have 
felt them in themſelves) have too peremp- 


ſeveral ways of dealing with the fouls of 
men, and it ſufficeth if the work be accom- 
pliſned, whatever the methods have been. 
Again, though in propoſing directions, 

| muſt follow that order which the nature 


„ 


torily preſcribed unto others: God hath 
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of things ſhall lead to; yet I do not mea 
that the ſame method ſhould be ſo punciui 
ally obſerved in the practice, as if the lat 
ter rules were never to be heeded till ſom: 
conſiderable time have been ſpent in prac 
tiſing the former: The directions I intend 
are mutually conducive one to another,ſes 
and are all to be performed, as occaſio 
ſhall ſerve, and we fiad ourſelves em 
to perform them. 

But now that I may detain you no longer, 
if we deſire to have our ſoul; 
11 moulded to this holy frame, 
* to become partakers of the 
| divinenature, and haveChiſt 
formed in our hearts, we muſt ſeriouſly £0! 
reſolve, and carefully endeavour, to avoid I ſe 
and abandon all vicious and ſinful practices. IA 
There can be no treaty of peace, till once 
we lay down theſe weapons of rebellion I“ 
wWherewith we fight againſt heaven; nor I" 
can we expect to have our diſtempers cu- || * 
c 
] 


red, if we bedaily feeding in poiſon. Every 
wilful fin gives a mortal wound to the foul, 
and puts it at a greater diſtance from God 
and goodneſs ; and we can never hope to 
have our hearts purified from corrupt at- 
fections, unleſs we cleanſe our hands from 
| vicious 


F4 * 4 o 
Co be a * 
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 mexFcious actions. Now, in this caſe, we can- 
uncluhht excuſe ourſelves by the pretence of im- 
ie laHſſibility; for ſure our outward man is 
ſom me way in our power; we have ſome 
praceſþrmand of our feet, and hands, and 
1tendÞngue, nay, and of our thoughts and fan- 
theres too, at leaſt ſo far as to divert them 
aſia om impure and ſinful objects, and to turn 
ble Nur mind another way: And we ſhould find 

his power and authority much ſtrengthned 
ger nd advanced, if we were careful to manage 
ul nd exerciſe it. In the mean while, I ac- 


me Now ledge our corruptions are lo ſtrong, 
the Wand our temptations ſo many, that it will 
rift require a great deal of ſtedfaſtnels and re- 


fly Yfolution, of watchtulneſs and care, to pre- 
Mid N ſerve ourſelves, even in this degree of in- 
es, nocence and purity. 

ce And, firft, Let us inform ourſelves well, 
n | what thoſe fins are from 

or | which we ought to abſtain. == m_ know 
And here we muſt not take fun 8 
, ſinful. 
dur meaſurcs from the max- 


„mins of the world, or the practices of thoſe 


| | whom in charity we account good men, 
» | Moſt people have very light apprehenſicns 
of thoſe things, and are not ſenſible of any 
Jault, unlets it be groſs and flagitious, and 
ſcarce 


— — 
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ſcarce reckon any ſo great as that wid 
they call preciſeneſs : and thoſe who ar 
more ſerious, do many times allow them 
ſelves too much latitude and freedon 
Alas! how much pride, and vanity, an 
paſſion, and humour, how much weaknelſ; 
and folly, and fin, doth every day ſhoy 
itielf in their converſe and behaviour ? | 
may be they are humbled for it, and ftriy 
ing againſt it, and are daily gaining m 
ground; but then the progreſs is ſo ſmal, 
and their failings ſo many, that we had 
need to chuſe an exacter pattern. Ever 
one of us muſt anſwer for himſelf, and tl 
practices of others will never warrant and 
ſecure us. It is the higheſt folly to regu. 
late our actions by any other ſtandard than 
that by which they muſt be judged. It 
ever we would © cleanſe our way, 1t miſt 
be by taking heed thereto according to the 
word of God: FT And that word which is 
quick and powerful, and ſharper than any 
two-edged ſword, piercing even to the di- 
viding aſunder of foul and ſpirit, and of the 
Joints and marrow, and is a diſcerner of the 
thoughts and intents of the heart,” * will 
certainly diſcover many things to be _— 
an 

+ Palm cxix. 9g. * Heb. iv. 12. 


IN THE SOUL OF MAN. 73 
d heinous, which paſs for very innocent 
the eyes of the world: Let us therefore 
itate the Pſalmiſt, who ſaith, Concerning 
he works of men, by the word of thy lips, 1 
ade kept myſelf from the paths of the deſtroy- 

*. Let us acquaint ourſelves with the 
rict and holy laws of our religion: Let us 
? IWonſider the diſcourſes of our bleſſed Sa- 
our (eſpecially that divine ſermon on the 

ount) and the writings of his holy Apoſ- 
les, where an ingenuous and unbyaſled 
ind may clearly diſcern thoſe limits and 
veryſſÞbounds by which our actions ought to be 


Whie! 
ho ar 
them 
edom 


1 tleYconfined : And then let us never look upon * 


and any fin as light and inconſiderable; but be 
egu-·¶ fully perſuaded, that the ſmalleſt is infl- 


than nitely heinous in the ſight of God, ank 
H prejudicial to the ſouls of men; and that if "A 


mi we had the right ſenſe of things, we ſhould . 
the be as deeply affected with the leaſt irregula- 
h is} rities as now we are with the higheſt crimes. 
any} But now, amongſt thoſe & refit 
di- things which we diſcover to the wand 


the be ſinful, there will be ſome, to fin, by conſi= * 
the unto which, through the diſ- dering the evils 7; 


will | poſition of our nature, or 
ul long cuſtom, or the endeaſ 
E | 


on us. * 


offfits 
* Pſalm xvii. 4 . 


. 
„ 
f | * 
— 
- 
* 
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they will dtaw 
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ments of pleaſure, we are ſo much wedde 
that it will be like cutting off the righ 
hand, or pulling out the right eye, to: 
bandon them. But muſt we therefore 
down and wait till all difficulties be over 
and every temptation gone? This were t 
imitate the fool in the poet, who ſtood th: 
whole day at the river- ſide, till all the wate 
ſhould run by. We muſt not indulge oy 
inclinations, as we do little children, ti 
'F they grow weary of things they are un- 
1 willing to let go. We muſt not continu 
-S5 .our ſinful practices, in hopes that the d. 
vine grace will one day overpower our ſpj- 
Tits, and make us hate them for their own 
deformity. 

Let us ſuppoſe the worſt, that we are 
utterly deſtitute of any ſupernatural prin 
ciple, and want that taſte by which weare 
or ſhould diſcern and abhor perverſe 

things; yet ſure we are capable of ſome 
conſiderations which may be of force to 
rſuade us to this reformation of our lives. 

If the in ward deformity and heinous nature 
of ſin cannot affect us, at leaſt we may be 
frighted by thoſe dreadful conſequences 
that a vol it: that {ame ſelfiſh principle 


which puſheth us forward unto the popes 
0 


— —— — 


* 
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f ſinful pleaſures, will make us loath to 
buy them at the rate of everlaſting miſery. 

hus, we may encounter ſelf-love with 
ts own weapons, and employ one natural 


<Y 


 OverShnclination for repreſſing the exorbitaricies 
exe of another. Let us therefore accuſtom 
d thiourſelves to conſider ſeriouſly, what a feat- 


ful thing it muſt needs be to irritate and 
offend that infinite Being on whom we hang 
and depend every moment, who needs 
but to withdraw his mercies to make us 
F miſerable, or his aſſiſtance to make us no- 
e di thing. Let us frequently remember the 
rh. ſhortneſs and uncertainty of our lives, and 
ownf how that after we have taken a few turns 
more in the world, and converſed a little 
are longer amongſt men, we muſt all go down 
An unto the dark and filent grave, and carry 
are nothing along with us but anguiſh and re- 
erſe J oret for all our ſinful enjoyments : And 
mey then think what horror muſt needs ſeize 
- WF the guilty ſoul, to find itſelf naked and all 
es. alone before the ſevere and impartial Judge 
ure of the world, to render an exact account 
de not only of its more important and conſiQ- 
ces # derable tranſactions, but of every word that 
ple the tongue hath uttered, and the ſwifteſt 
ut and moſt ſecret thought that ever paſſeę 
| E 2 7 throught 


4 


(ho came once into the world in all h 
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through the mind. Let us ſometimes em 


preſent unto ourſelves the terrors of th jd 


dreadful] day, when the foundation of r 


earth ſhall be ſhaken, and the heavens ſhi P 
paſs away with a great noiſe, and the rk 
ments ſhall melt with fervent heat, ache) 
the preſent frame of nature be diſſolvet el 

ev 


and our eyes ſhall fee the bleſſed Just 
nd 

mility to viſit us, to purchaſe pardon fu 
us, and beſeech us to accept it) now ap: 
pearing in the majeſty of his glory, au 
deſcending from heaven in a flaming fire, 
to take vengeance on thoſe who have de 
a his mercy, and perſiſted in their ru 
ellion againſt him: When all the hidden 
things of darkneſs ſhall be brought to light, He 
and. the counſels of the heart ſhall be mad No. 
manifeſt I: When thoſe ſecret impuritic I 
and ſubtile frauds whereof the world dit 
never ſuſpect us, ſhall be expoſed and laid 


open to publick view, and many thouſand 


actions which we never dreamed to be fin- If 
ful, or elſe had altogether forgotten, ſhall “ 
be charged home upon our conſciences, f 
with ſuch evident convictions of guilt, that | 
we ſhall neither be able to deny or excuſe | 

thew. |} 
* het. iii. 10 || 1 Cor iv. 5. 


IN THE SOUL OF MAN. 77 
es em. Then ſhall all the angels in heaven, 
of td all the ſaints that ever lived on the earth, 
of H prove that dreadful ſentence which ſhall 
2s ſh paſſed on wicked men; and thoſe who 
he eM&rhaps did love and eſteem them when. 
t, ary lived in the world, ſhall look upon 
olve em with indignation and abhorrence, and 
Justhever make one requeſt for their delive- 
il hyWance. Let us conſider the eternal pun- 
n {ment of damned fouls, which are ſha- 
apo ed forth in Scripture by metaphors ta- 

auen from thoſe things that are moſt terrible 


fire and grievous in the world, and yet all do 
det Hot ſuffice to convey unto our minds any 
r re. Full apprehenſion of them. When we have 


dea hoined together the importance of all theſe 
oh; expreſſions, and added unto them whatever 
ade Your fancy can conceive of miſery and tor- 
tia ment, we muſt ſtill remember, that all 
did this comes infimtely ſhort of the reality 
aid ¶ and truth of the thing. 
nd Tis true, this is a ſad and melancholy 
in- ſubject, there is.anguiſh and horror in the 
all & conſideration of it; but ſure it muſt be in- 
5, © finitely more dreadful to endure it; and: 
at ſuch thoughts as theſe may be very uſeful 
e to-fright us from the courſes that wortld 
„ lead us thither: How ſond ſoever we may 
K 3 be 
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be of ſinful pleaſures, the Far of hell woul 
make us abſtain ; our moſt forward incl 
nations will ſtartle and give back whe 
preſſed with that queſtion in the prophet 
Iſa. xxxiii. 14. Who amongſt us cad 
dwell with everlaſting burnings ?” 

Io this very purpoſe it is, that the ter 
rors of another world are fo frequently re- 
preſented in holy writ, and that in ſuch 
terms as are moſt proper to affect and in. 
fluence a carnal mind; Theſe fears can 
never ſuffice to make any perſon truly 
| ; but certainly they may reſtrain us 
rom much evil, and have often made 
way for more ingenuous and kindly im. 
preſſions. 

But it will not ſuffice to conſider theſe 
things once and again, not 
n to form ſome reſolutions of 
over ourſelves. | abandoning our fins, unleſs 
we maintain aconſtant guard, 

aud be continually watching againſt them. 
Sometimes the mind is awakened to ſee 
the diſmal conſequences of a vicious life, 
and ſtraight we are reſolved to reform; 
but alas! it preſently falleth aſleep, and 
we loſe: that proſpect which we had of 
things, and then temptations take the ad- 
5 vantage; 
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woutSntage ; they ſollicit and importune us 
inchhntinually, and fo do frequently engage 
he. Hur conſent before we are aware. It is t 
opherſÞpily and ruin of moſt people to live at ad- 
s caenture, and take part in every thing that 
omes in their way, ſeldom conſidering 
e ter hat they are about to ſay or do. If we 
ly reſ$vould have our reſolutions take effect, we 
ſuch@nuſt take heed unto our lips, and exa- 
d in mine the motions that ariſe in our hearts, 
can and cauſe them to tell us whence theyeome, 
rulſand whither they go; whether it be pride 
n lor paſſion, or any corrupt or vicious hu- 
ade mour that prompteth us to any deſign, and 
im-. whether God will be offended, or the body 
harmed by it. And if we have no time 
© for long reaſonings, let us at leaſt turn our 
nor eyes toward God, and place ourſelves in 
of his preſence, to aſk his leave and approba- 
e tion for what we do: Let us conſider our- 
d, ſelves under the all-feeing eye of that divine 
n. Majeſty, as in the midſt of an infinite globe 
e of light, which compaſſeth us about both 


2 | behind and before, and pierceth to the in- 


nermoſt corners of our ſoul. The ſenſe 
and remembrance of the divine preſence, 
zs the moſt ready and effectual means, both 
do diſcover what is unlawſul, and to reſtrain 

E 4. us 
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us from it. There are ſome things a pen. 
ſon could make a ſhift to palliate or defend vi 
and yet he dares not look Almighty Gohav 
in the face, and adventure upon them. Inc 
we look unto him, we ſha!l be lichtnedBoet 
* if we ſet him always before us, he willfally 
guide us by his eye, and inſtruct us in th pet 
way wherein we ought to walk.” ou 
This care and watchfulneſs over our ac ſpi 
* ä tions muſt he ſeconded by de 
e frequent and ſerious reflect. I cc 
tions. ons upon them, not only that te 
: we may obtain the divine n 
mercy, and pardon for our fins, by ana 
humble and ſbrrow ful acknowledgment of Þ v 
them; but allo, that we may reinforce ! 
and ſtrengthen our reſolutions, and learn « 
to decline or reſiſt the temptations, by Þ 
which we had been formerly foiled. It is 
an advice, worthy of a Chriſtian, though 
it did firſt drop from a heathen pen; That 
before we betake ourſelves to reſt, we re- 
view and examine all the paſlages of the 
day, that we may have all the comfort of 
what we have done aright, and may, re- 
dreſs what we find to have been amiſs; and 
make the ſhip-wrecks of one day bear as 
marks to direct our courſe in another.” 


This 
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2 peirhis may be called the art of virtuous 
tend ing, and would contribute wonderfully.to 
Advance our reformation, and preſerve our 

m. Fnnocence. But withal, we muſt not for- 
tntdBoet to implore the divine aſſiſtance, eſpeci- 
© VIﬀally againſt thoſe fins that do moſt eaſily 
12 th beet us; and though it be ſuppoſed, that 
our hearts are not yet moulded into that 

dei ſpiritual frame, which would render our 
d by devotions acceptable, yet methinks, ſuch 
lect.¶ conſiderations as have been propofed to de- 
that ter us from-tin, may alſo ſtir us up to ſome 
vine natural ſeriouſneſs, and make our prayers 
an againſt it as earneſt at leaſt, as they are 
t ol wont to be againſt other calamities: and 
ICC I doubt not but God, who heareth the cry 
ar of the ravens, will have ſome regard even 
by Þ ſuch petitions as proceed from thoſe na- 
15 B tural paſſions which himſelf hath implanted 
hin us: Beſide, that thoſe prayers, againſt 
ar F fin, will be powerful engagements on our- 
e- | ſelves, to excite us to watchfulneſs and 
© care; and common ingenuity will make 
f | us aſhamed to relavſe into thoſe faults, 
- | which we have lately bewailed before God, 
| and againſt which we have begged his a- 
| ſiſtance. 


E. 5 Thus 
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"IR recovering the Divine Life, 
Grain ourk i by reſtraining the natural in. 
in many lawſyl Clinations, that they break 
things. not out into ſinful practices 

A. But now I muſt add, that 
Chriſtian prudence will teach us to abſtain 
from gratifications that are not fimply un- 
lawful, and that not only, that we may ſe- 
cure our innocence, which will be in con- 
tinual hazard, if we ſhould ſtrain our li- 
berty to the utmoſt point ; but alſo; that 
hereby we may weaken the forces of na- 


ture, and teach our appetites to obey. We 


muſt do with ourſelves as prudent parents 


with their children, who croſs their wills 


in many little indifferent things, to make 
them manageable and ſubmiſſive in more 


BY - conſiderable inſtances. He who would 


mortify the pride and vanity of his ſpirit, 
ſhould ſtop his ears to the moſt deſerved 
Praiſes, and ſometimes forbear his juſt vin- 
dication from the cenſures and aſperſions 
of others, eſpecially if they reflect only up- 
on his prudence and conduct, and not on 
his virtue and innccence. He who would 


check a revengeful humour, would do well 


to deny himſelf the ſatisfaction of repreſent- 


we to make the firſt eſſay fang 


ed; 
Wa! 


ing 
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ing unto others the injuries he hath ſuſtain- 
ed; and if we would ſo take heed unto our 


Jays, that we fin not with our tongue, we 


muſt aceuſtom ourſelves much to /o/ztude 


and fence, and ſometimes, with the Pſal- 


mitt, Hold our peace even from good, tall 
once we have gotten ſome command over 
that unruly member. Thus, I ſay, we 
may bind up our natural inclinations, and 
make our appetites more moderate in their 
cravings, by accuſtoming them to frequent 
refuſals; but it is not enough to have them 
under violence and reſtraint. 

Our next eſſay muſt be, to wean our af- 
fections from created things, x 
and all the delights and en- We muſt firive 

to put ourſelves 
tertainments of the lower gut of love with 
life, which fink and depreſs the world. 
the ſouls of men, and retard | 
the motions towards God and heaven; and 
this we muſt do by poſſeſſing our minds 
with a deep perſuaſion of the vanity and 
emptineſs of worldly enjoyments. Thus is. 
an ordinary theme, and every body can 
make declamations upon it; but alas! How 
few underſtand and believe what they ſay? 
Theſe notions float in our brains, and come 


ſliding off our tongues, but we have no 
deep 


- 
-; 
* * 
wo = 
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deep impreſſion of them on our ſpirits Kin: 
Ve feel not the truth which we pretend uhr 
believe. We can tell, that all the gloryſſþ | 
and ſplendor, all the pleaſures and enjoy. Ne 
ments of the world are vanity and nothing N 
and yet theſe nothings take up all ow 
thoughts, and engrots all our affections, 
they ſtifle the better inclinations of our ſoul, 
and inveigle us into many a ſin. It may 
be, in a ſober mood, we give them the 
light, and reſolve to be no longer deluded 
with them; but theſe thoughts ſeldom out- 
live the next temptation; the vanities which | 
we have ſhut out at the door get in at the 
poſtern: there are ſtill. ſome pretenſions, 
ſome hopes that flatter us; and after we | 

Have been fruſtrated a thouſand times, we 
muſt. be continually repeating the experi- 
ment; the leaſt difference of circumſtances 
is enough to delude us, and make us ex- 
pect that ſatisfaction in one thing, which we 
have miſſed in another; but could we once 
get clearly off, and come to a real and ſe- 
Tious contempt of worldly things, this were 
a very conſiderable advancement. in our 
way. The ſoul of man is of a vigorous 
and active nature, and hath in it a raging 
and unextinguiſhable thirſt, an — 
Kin 


A 
_—_ 
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ſpirits Find of fire, always catching at ſome object 
tend hr other, in conjunction wherewith it thinks 
 glonſfſlo be happy; and were it once rent from 
Enjoy ne world, and all the bewitching enjoy- 
thing Nents under the ſun, it would quickly 
Il ouozrch after fome higher and more excel- 
tions Went object, to fatisfy its ardent and im- 
foul, Fortunate cravings : and being no longer 
 mayMazled with glittering vanities, would fix 
1 thefſon that ſupreme and all-ſufhcient Good, 
uded herein it would diſcover ſuch beauty and 
ſweetneſs as would charm and overpower 
lall its affections. The love of the world, 
and the love of God, are like the ſcales of 
a balance, as the one falleth, the other 
doth riſe ; When our natural inchnations 
proſper, and the creature 1s exalted m our 
ſoul, religion is faint, and doth languiſn; 
but when earthly objects wither away, and 
loſe their beauty, and the ſoul begins to 
cool and flag in its. proſecution of them, 
ce I then the ſeeds of grace take root, and the 
e- If divine Life begins to flouriſh and prevail. 
re It doth, therefore, nearly concern us, to 
ir WW convince ourſelves of the emptineſs and va- 
is nity of creature-enjoyments, and reaſon our 

heart out of love with them: Let us ſeri- 


8 
J ouſly conſider all that our reaſon, or our 
| | faith, 
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faith, or our own experience, or the obſe 
vation of others, can ſuggeſt to this effed 
let us ponder the matter over and over, an 
fix our thoughts upon this truth, till w 
become really perſuaded of it. Amidſt a 
our purſuits and deſigns, let us ſtop anc 
aſk ourſelves, for what end is all this? A 
what do I aim? Can the groſs and mudg 
pleaſures of ſenſe, or a heap of white and 
yellow earth, or the eſteem and affection 
of filly creatures, like myſelf, ſatisfy a ra 
tional and immortal ſoul? Have I not tried 
theſe things already ? Will they have ; 
higher reliſh, and yield me more content 
ment to-morrow than yeſterday, or the. 
next year than they did the laſt ? There d 
may be ſome little difference betwixt that e 
which I am now purſuing, and that which 
I enjoyed before; but ſure, my former en- 


joyments did ſhew as pleaſant, and pro- 
miſe as fair, before I attained them; like 


the Rainbow, they looked very glorious at 
a diſtance, but when I approached, I found 
nothing but emptineſs and vapour. 0 
what a poor thing would the lite of man 
be, if it were capable of no higher enjoy- 
ments ? 

I cannot inſiſt on this ſubject; and there 
15 


J 
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> obſeÞ® the leſs need when I remember to whom 
effedſ am writing. Yes, my dear friend, you 

er, anave had as great experience of the empti- 
till ugeſs and vanity of human things, and have, 
idſt a: preſent, as few worldly engagements as 
P ang) that I know. I have ſometimes re- 
S cd on thoſe paſſages of your life where- 
auddvith you have been pleaſed to acquaint 
e anne; and, methinks, through all, I can diſ- 
ectionfcern a deſign of the divine providence to 
a nean your affections from every thing here 
trie below. The trials you have had of thoſe 

ve things which the world doats upon, have 
tent. taught you to deſpiſe them; and you have 
 theſWfound, by experience, that neither the en- 
here dowments of nature, nor the advantages 
that] of fortune, are ſufficient for happineſs ; that 
nich every role hath its thorn, and there may 
en· be a worm at the root of the faireſt gourd, 
ro-: fome ſecret and updiſcerned grief, which 
ike may make a perſon deſerve the pity of thoſe 
at who, perhaps, do admire or envy their ſup- 
nd poſed felicity. If any earthly comforts have 
0 I got too much of your heart, I think they 
an have been your relations and friends; and 
y- Þ the deareſt of theſe is removed out of the 
world, ſo that you muſt raiſe your mind 

e towards heaven, when you would think 
5 upon 
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upon them. Thus, God hath provide“ 
that your heart may be looted from th 
world, and that he may not have any riva'* 
in your affection, which I have always ob 
ſerved to be fo large and unbounded, f 
noble and difintereſted, that no inferiofÞ'< 
object can anſwer or deſerve it. 
When we have got our corruptions re 
ſtrained, and our natural ap 
We mult do petites and inclinations, to- 
thoſe outward , : 
actions that are Wards worldly things, in ſome 
commanded. meaſure ſubdued, we muſt 
roceed to ſuch exerciſes as 
have a more immediate tendency to excite 
and awaken the divine life: And firſt, let 
us endeavour conſcientioufly to perform 
thoſe duties Which religion doth require, 
and whereunto it would incline us, if it did] 
prevail in our fouls. If we cannot get our 
mward diſpoſitions preſently changed, let 
us ſtudy, at leaſt, to regulate our outward 
| deportment : If our hearts be not yet in- 
flamed with divine love, let us, however, 
own our allegiance to chat infinite Majeſty, 
by attending his fervice, and liſtening to 
his word, by ſpeaking reverently of Ins 
name, and praiſing his goodneſs, and ex- 
horting others to ſerve and obey him, It 
| we 
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Fouls, they will exert themſelves more free- 
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e want that charity, and thoſe bowels of 
ompaſſion which we ought to have to- 
ards our neighbours, yet muſt we not o- 
it any occaſion of doing them good: If 
ur hearts be haughty and proud, we muſt 
cvertheleſs, ſtudy a modeſt and humble 
eportment. Theſe external performances 
re of little value in themſelves, yet they 
jay help us forward to better things: 
he Apoſtle indeed telleth us, ht bodily 
xerctſe profiteth little; but he ſeems not 
to affirm that it is altogether uſeleſs: It is 
always good to be doing what we can, for 
hen God 1s wont to pity our weaknels, and 
aſſiſt our feeble endeavours; and when true 
charity and humility, and other graces of 
the divine Spirit, come to take root in our 


ly, and with leſs difficulty, if we have been 
before accuſtomed to expreſs them in our 
outward converſations. Nor need we fear 
the imputation of hypocriſy, though our 
actions do thus ſomewhat out-run our 
affections, ſeeing they do ſtill proceed from 
a ſenſe of our duty; and our deſign is not 
to appear better than we are, but that we 
may really become ſo. 


But, 
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But, as'inward acts have a more imme Hon 
"IN diate influence on the ſoul, 
We muſt en- to mould it to a right tem- 
r na ber and frame, ſo ought we 
acts of devoti- to be moſt frequent and ſe. 
on, charity, &c. dulous in the exerciſe of 
; them. Let us be often lift. 
ing up our hearts towards God; and if we 
do not ſay, that we love him above allou 
things, let us at leaſt acknowledge, that iti gi 
is our duty, and would be our happineſs 6th 
to do: Let us lament the diſhonour done I fu 
unto him by fooliſh and ſinful men, and ap- Þ th 
plaud the praiſes and adorations that are 
given him by that bleſſed and glorious b 
company above: Let us reſign and yield 
ourſelves up unto him a thouſand times, 
to be governed by his laws, and diſpoſed Ne 
of at his pleaſure; and though our ſtubborn Þ « 
| 
| 


hearts ſhould ſtart back and refuſe, yet let 
us tell him, we are convinced, that his will | 
is always juſt, and good, and therefore de- 
fire him to do with us whatſoever he pleaſ- 
eth, whether we will or not. And ſo, for 
begetting in us an univerſal charity towards 
men, we muſt be frequently putting up 
wiſhes for their happineſs, and bleſſing e- 
very perſon that we ce; and when we ; wh 
one 
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nme. one any thing for the relief of the miſera- 
loul le, we may ſecond it with earneſt deſires, 
tem. Nhat God would take care of them, and 
It weffWeliver them out of all their diſtreſſes. 
d ſe. Thus ſhould we exerciſe ourſelves unto 
godlineſs, and when we are employing the 
wers that we have, the Spirit of God 1s 
wont to ſtrike in, and elevate theſe acts of 
our 1oul beyond the pitch of nature, and 
at it give them a divine impreſſion , and after 
1s ſ the frequent reiteration of theſe, we ſhall 
lone find ourſelves more inclined unto them, 
ap- ¶ they flowing with greater freedom and eaſe. 
are T ſhall but mention two other means for 
ous begetting that holy and di- * 
ell vine temper of ſpirit, which Confderation 
. | a a great inſtru- 
les, ¶ is the ſubject of the preſent ment of religi- 
(ed Þ diſcourſe; and the firſt is a on. 
on deep and ſerious conſidera- | 
let tion of the truths of our religion, and that 
„il both as to the certainty and importance of, 
le. them. The aſſent which is ordinarily gi- 
al- Þ ven to divine truths, is very faint and lan- 
or | guid, very weak and ineffectual, flowing 
ds | only from a blind inclination to follow that 
p religion which is in faſhion, or a lazy in- 
= | differency and unconcernedneſs, whether 
things be ſo or not, Men are unwilling to 
c quarrel 
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quarrel with the religion of their country, 
and ſince all their neighbours are Chriſtians 
they are content to be fo too; but they are 


ſeldom at the pains to conſider the evi 


dences of thoſe truths, or to ponder the 
importance and tendency of them; and 
thence it is that they have ſo little influence 
on their affections and practice. Thoſe 
ſpirilleſs and paralitick thoughts (as one 
doth rightly term them) are not able to re- 
move the will, and direct the hand. We 
muſt therefore endeavour to work up our 
minds to a ſerious belief and full perſuaſion 
of divine truths, unto a ſenſe and feeling 
of ſpiritual things: Our thoughts mnſt 
dwell upon them, till we be both convin- 
ced of them, and deeply affected with 
them: Let us urge forward our ſpirits, 
and make them approach the inviſible 
world, and fix our minds upon immaterial 
things, till we clearly ſee that theſe are no 
dreams, nay, that all things are dreams 
and ſhadows beſide them: When we look 
about us, and behold the beauty and mag- 
nificence of this goodly frame, the order 
and harmony of the whole creation, let our 
thoughts from thence take their flight, to- 
ward that Omnipotent Wiſdom and Good- 
nels, 
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antryMeſs,” which did at firſt produce, and doth 
tians Will eſtabliſh and uphold the ſame. When 
y are reflect upon ourſelves, let us conſider, 
 Eviiſhhat we are not a mere piece of organized 
r the matter, a curious and well contrived en- 
andEoine, that there is more in us than fleſh, 
[enceWWand blood and bones; even a divine ſpark, 
hoſeſ capable to know, and love, and enjoy our 
one Maker; and though it be now exceedingly 
o re. Nclogged with its dull and lumpiſh compa- 
We nion, yet e're long it ſhall be delivered, 
our Wand can ſubſiſt without the body, as Well as 
that can do without the cloaths, which we 
throw off at pleaſure. Let us often with- 
anſt I draw our thoughts from this earth, this 
vin. ſcene of miſery, and folly, and ſin, and 
ith I raiſe them towards that more vaſt and glo- 
its, rious world, whole innocent and bleſſed 
ble inhabitants ſolace themſelves in the divine 
ria preſence, and know no other paſſion, but an 
no unmixed joy, and an unbounded love. And 
ms then conſider, how the bleſſed Son of God 
ok came down to this lower world, to live a- 
g- Þ mong us, and die for us, that he might 
er bring us to a portion of the ſame felicity 
ir and think how he hath overcome the ſhar 
) | nels of death, and opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers, and is now ſet down 
55 on 
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on © the right hand of the Majeſty 
high,” * and yet is not the leſs mindful; 
us, but receiveth our prayers, and preſent 
eth them unto his Father, and is daily e. 
ſiting his church with the influences of hi 
Spirit, as the ſun reacheth us with hy 
beams. 
The ſerious and frequent conſideraticr 
of theſe and ſuch other diving V' 
8 beget divine truths, is the moſt propa ti 
prey, e dee method to beget that liveh 
cellency of the faith which is the foundation V 
divine Nature. of religion, the ſpring and d 
root of the divine Life. Let 
me further ſuggeſt ſome particular ſubjecs Þþ | 
of meditation for producing the ſeveral Þþ | 
branches of it. And firſt, to inflame out 
ſouls with the love of God, let us conſider 
the excellency of his nature, and his love 
and kindneſs towards us. It is httle we 
know of the divine perfections; and yet, 
that little, may ſuffice to fill our ſouls with 
admiration and love, to raviſh our affecti- 
ons, as well as to raiſe our wonder: For 
we are not merely creatures of ſenſe; that 
wie ſhould be uncapable of any other affecti- 
on but that which entereth by the = 
e 


* Heb. i. 3. 
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ſty Mrhe character of any excellent perſon 
Iful hom we have never ſeen, will many times 
-elenengage our hearts, and make us hugely 
ily Meoncerned in all his mtereſts: And what 
of his it, I pray you, that engages us ſo much 
h to thoſe with-whom we converſe? I cannot 
think that it is merely the colour of the 
ation face, or their comely proportions, for then 
ivicſ® we ſhould fall in love with ſtatues, and pic- 
oper tures, and flowers: Theſe outward accom- ' 
ieh pliſhments may a little delight the eye, but 
ation would never be able to prevail ſo much on 
and the heart, if they did not repreſent ſome 
Let vital perfection. We either ſee or appre- 
ects hend ſome greatneſs of mind, or vigour of 
eral Þ ſpirit, or ſweetneſs of diſpoſition ; ſome 
our ſpiritualneſs, or wiſdom, or goodneſs, which 
der & charm our ſpirit and command our love. 
ove | Now theſe perfections are not obvious to 
we | the ſight, the eyes can only diſcern the 
et, | figns and effects of them; and if it be the 
ith ] underſtanding that directs the affection, 
ti- | and vital perfections prevail with it, cer- 
or | tainly the excellencies of the divine nature 
at | (the traces whereof we cannot but diſcover 
ti- 4 in every thing we behold) would not fail 
s. | to engage our hearts, if we did ſeriouſly 
ie view and regard them. Shall we not be 

infinitely 
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infinitely more tranſported with that A 
mighty wiſdom and Goodneſs which fi! 
the univerſe, and diſplays itſelf in all t 
parts of the creation, which eſtabliſheth ti 
frame of nature, and turneth the might; 
wheels of providence, and keepeth th 
world from ditorder and ruin, than with th 
faint rays of the very ſame perfection 
which we meet with in our fellow-crea 
tures ? Shall we doat on the ſcattered piece 
of a rude and imperfect picture, and never 
be affected with the original beauty? Thi 
were an unaccountable ſtupidity and blind- oui 
neſs : Whatever we find lovely in a friend, Miri 
or in a faint, ought not to ingroſs, but to of 
elevate our affection ; we ſhould conclude N 
with ourſeves, that if there be ſo much Þ yt 
ſweetneſs in a drop, there muſt be infinitely I hit 
more in the fountain; if there be ſo much Þ ed 
ſplendor 1n a ray, what muſt the ſun be in th 
Its glory ? co 

Nor can we pretend the remoteneſs of Þ ar 
the object, as if God were at too great a || th 
diſtance for our converſe or our love: He || in 
is not far from every one of us, for in him I a 
we live, and move, and have our being *:" fe 


We cannot open our eyes, but we mult be- I jt 
hold 


Acts xvii. 27. 
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old ſome footſteps of his glory ; and we 
1nnot turn them toward him, but we ſhall 


Se ſure to find his intent upon us, waiting 


5 it were to catch a look, ready to enter- 


Main the moſt intimate fellowſhip and com- 


union with us. Let us therefore endea- 


-our to raiſe our minds to the cleareſt con- 
Feptions of the divine nature: Let us con- 


der all that his works do declare, or his 
ord doth diſcover of him unto us, and let 
s eſpecially cantemplate that viſible re- 
preſentation of him, which was made in 
our own nature by his Son, who was the 


brightneſs of his glory, and the expreſs image * 
of his Perſon ©, and who appeared in the 


world to diſcover at once what God is, and 
what we ought to be, Let us repreſent 
him unto our mind as we find him deſcrib- 
ed in the goſpel; and there we ſhall behold 
the perfections of the divine nature, tho 
covered with the vail of human infirmities; 
and when we have framed unto ourſelves 
the cleareſt notion that we can of a being, 
infinite in power, in wiſdom, and in good- 
neſs, the author and foundation of all per- 


fection, let us fix the eyes of our ſoul upon 


it f, that our eyes may affect our heart, 
F and 


Heb. i. 3. tf Lamen. iii. 61. 
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and while we are muſing the fire wil 
burn “. 

Eſpecially, if hereunto we add the con. 
| ſideration of God's favour 
bode ſhould me- and goodneſs towards us 

itate on his _, | 
Goodneſs ang Dothing'ts more powerful to 
Love. engage our affection, than to 
find that we are beloved 

Expreſſions of kindneſs are always pleaſing 
and acceptable unto us, though the perſon 
ſhould be otherwiſe mean and contempt 
ble : but to have the love of one who is 
altogether lovely, to know that the glori- 
ous Majeſty of heaven hath any regard un- 
to us, how mult it overcome our ſpirits, 
and melt our hearts, and put our whole 
ſouls into a flame! Now, as the word of 
God is full of the expreſſions of his love 
towards man; ſo all his works do loudly 
proclaim it : He gave us our being, and, 
by preſerving us 1n it, doth renew the do- 
nation every moment. He hath placed us 
in a rich and well furniſhed world, and li- 
berally provided for all our neceſſities; he 
raineth down bleflings from heaven upon 
us, and cauſeth the earth to bring ſorth 
our proviſion ; he giveth us our food and 


raiment, 
* Pſalm xxxix. 3. 
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Tument, and while we are ſpending the 


productions of one year, he is preparing 


Wor us againſt another. He ſweetneth our 


lives with innumerable comforts, and gra- 
tifieth every faculty with ſuitable objects: 
The eye of his providence 1s always upon 
us, and he watcheth for our ſafety when 
we are faſt aſleep, neither minding him 
nor ourſelves. But, leſt we ſhould think 
theſe teſtimonies of his kindneſs leſs conſi- 
derable, becauſe they are caly iſſues of his 
omnipotent power, and do not put him to 
trouble or pain, he hath taken a more won- 
d-rfu! method to endear himſelf to us; he 
hath teſtified his affection to us, by ſuffer- 
ing as well as by doing ; and becauſe he 
could not ſuffer in his own nature, he af 
ſumed ours. The eternal Son of God did 
clothe luimſelf with the infirmities of our 
flicth, and left the company of thoſe inno- 
cent and bleſſed Spirits, who knew well 
how to love and adore him, that he might 
dwell among men, and wreſtle with the 
obſtinacy of that rebellious race, to reduce 
them to their allegiance and felicity, and 
then to offer himſelf up as a ſacrifice and 
propitiation for them. I remember one of 
the poets hath an ingenious fancy to expreſs 

F 2 the 


160 THE LIFE Or GOD 


the paſſion wherewith he found himſelf o- 
vercome after a long reſiſtance ; ** That 
the God of love had ſhot all his golden ar: 
rows at him, but could never pierce his 
heart, till at length he put himſelf into his 
bow, and darted himſelf ſtraight into hi 
breaft.” Methinks, this doth ſome way 
adumbrate God's method of dealing with 
men: He had long contended with a ſtub: 
born world, and thrown down many a bleſ 
fi ng upon them, ar:d when all his other gift 
— not prevail, he at laſt made a gilt of 
himſelf, to teſtify his affection, and engage 
theirs. The account which we have of 
our Saviour's life in the goſpel, doth all 
-along preſent us with the ſtory of his love; 
all the pains that he took, and the trouble 
that he endured, were the wonderful ef. 
fects, and uncontroulable evidences of it. 
But O! that laſt, that diſmal ſcene ! Is i 
poſſible to remember it and queſtion his 
kindneſs, or deny ours ? Here, here it is 
(my dear friend) that we ſhould fix our 
anc ſerious and ſolemn thoughts, that 
Chriſt may dwell in our hearts by faith, 
that we being rooted 1 grounded in love, 
may be able to comprehe — with all ſaints, 
hat is the breadth, and ength, and depth 


* * 
5 


1 


If ochriſt, which paſſeth knowledge, that we 
might be filled with all the fulneſs of 


"hat 
ar- 


his 
\ his 
his 


yay 
1th 
ub- 
el 
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and height: And to know the love of 


God F.“ | 
We ought alſo frequently to reflect on 
thoſe particular tokens of favour and love, 
which God hath beſtowed on ourſelves ; 
how long hath he borne with our follies and 
fins, and waited to be gracious unto us, 
wreſtling as it were, with the ſtubborneſsof 
our hearts, and eſſaying every method to re- 
claim us. We ſhould keep a regiſter in our 
minds of all the eminent bleſſings and de- 
liverances we have met with, ſome where- 
of have been ſo conveyed, that we-might 
clearly perceive they were not the iſſues of 
chance, but the gracious effects of the di- 
vine favour, and the ſignal returns of our 
yers. Nor ought we to imbitter the 
thoughts of theſe things with any harſh or 
unworthy ſuſpicion, as if they were deſign- 
ed on purpoſe to enhance our guilt, and 
heighten our eternal damnation. No, no, 
my friend, God is love, and hath no plea- 
ſure in the ruin of his creatures: If they 
abuſe his goodneſs, and turn his grace into 
wantonneſs, and thereby plunge themſelves 
. into 

+ Eph. — 1718, 19. 


* * 
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into the greater depth of guilt and miſery, 
this is the effect of their obſtinate wicked 
neſs, and not the deſign of thoſe benefits 
which he beſtows. | 
If theſe conſiderations had once begot-ſWto e 
ten in our hearts a real love and affection affe 
towards Almighty God, that would eaſihſ cer 
lead us unto the other branches of religion; tha 
and therefore I ſhall need ſay the lets oa wh 
them. ev 
We ſhall find our hearts enlarged in cha. ] fer 
rity towards men, by confi. w. 
To beget chari- dering the relation wherein Þ to 
on * n they ſtand unto God, and the in 
ember that all 3 
men are nearly impreſſeg of his image which I a1 
related to God. are ſtamped upon them. Þ h 
They are not only his crea- Þ h 
tures, the workmanſhip of his hands, but Ie 
ſuch, of whom he taketh ſpecial care, and 
for whom he hath a very dear and tender 
regard, having laid the deſigns of their 
happineſs before the foundations of the 
world, and being willing to live and con- 
{ verſe with them to all the ages of eternity. 
| The meaneſt and moſt contemptible per- 
It ſon whom we behold, is the off-ſpring of 
heaven, one of the children of the Moſt 
High ; and however unworthy he 3 
WR ; e- 


IN THE SOUL OF MAN. 103 


iſeryhchave himſelf of that relation, ſo long as 
kedBGod hath not abdicated and diſowned him 
1cht|þby a final ſentence, he will have us to ac- 


got. 


tion 


knowledge him as one of his, and as ſuch 
to embrace him, with a ſincere and cordial 
affection. You know what a great con- 
cernment we are wont to have for thoſe 
that do any ways belong to the perſon 
whom we love, how gladly we lay hold on 
every opportunity to gratity the child, or 
ſervant of a friend; and ſure our. love to- 
wards God, would as naturally ſpring forth 
to charity towards men; did we mind the 
intereſt that he is pleaſed to take in them, 
and conſider that every ſoul is dearer unto 
him than all the material world ; and that 
he did not account the blood of his Son too 
great a price for their redemption. 
Again, as all men ſtand in a near relation 
to God, fo they have ſtill ſo. ___ 
much of his image ſtamped 1 2 
y his Image 
on them, as may oblige and upon them. 
excite us to love them: In 
ſome this Image is more eminent and con- 
ſpicuous, and we can diſcern the love 
tracts of wiſdom and goodneſs, and though 
in others it be miſerably ſullied and defaced, 
yet is it not altogether razed, ſome linea- 
F 4 ments 
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ments at leaſt do ſtill remain. All men an 

endued with rational and immortal foul 

with underſtandings and wills capable d 

the higheſt and moſt excellent things; an 

if they be at preſent diſordered, and pu 
out of tune, by wickedneſs and folly, thi 
may indeed move our compaſſion, bu 
ought not in reaſon to exttnguiſh our love 
When we ſee a perſon of a rugged humour, 
and perverſe diſpoſition, full of malice 
and diſſimulation, very fooliſh, and ver g. 
proud; it is hard to fall in love with theft g. 
object that preſents itſelf to us, under an idea 
ſo little grateful] and lovely. But whenweſ 1 
ſhall conſider theſe evil qualities as the dif. 
eaſes and diſtempers of a ſoul, which in it. g 
ſelf is capable of all that wiſdom, and good- 
neſs wherewith the beſt of ſaints have ever 
been adorned, and which may one day 
come to be raiſed unto ſuch heights of per- 
fection, as ſhall render it a fit companion 
for the holy angels, this will turn our aver 
ſion into pity, and make us behold him 
with ſuch reſentments, as we ſhould have 
when we did look upon a beautiful body 
that were mangled with wounds, and dis- 
figured by ſome loathſome diſeaſe; and 
however 


frequently raiſe our minds 
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however we hate the vices, we ſhould not 
ceaſe to love the man. 


In the next place, for purifying our ſouls, 
and diſintangling our affecti- 
ons from the pleaſures and 
enjoyments ob this lower lite, 
let us frequently ponder the 
excellency and dignity of our 
nature, and what a ſhameful 
and unworthy thing it is, for ſo noble and 
divine a creature as the ſoul of man, to be 
ſunk and immerſed in brutiſh and ſenſual 
luſt, or amuſed with airy and fantaſtical 
delights, and fo to loſe the reliſh of folid. 


To beget puri- 
ty, we. ſhould 
conſider the 
dignity of our 
nature. 


and ſpiritual pleaſures; that the beaſt . 


ſhould be fed and pampered, and the man 
and the Chriſtian be ſtarved in us. Did: 
we but mind who we are, and for what 
we are made, this would teach us, in a 
right ſenſe, to reverence and ſtand in awe 
of ourſelves ; it would beget a holy mo- 


deſty and ſhame-facedneſs, and make ug: 


very ſhy and referved in the uſe of the 
moſt innocent and allowable pleaſures. 
It will be very effectual to | 


the ſame purpoſe, that we We ſhould me- 


ditate oft on the 
joys of heaven. 
toward heaven, and repre- * 


F. 5 ſent. 
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ſent to-our-thoughts the joys that are at 
God's right hand, thoſe pleaſures that en- 
dure for evermore ; * © For every man 
that hath this hope in him, purifieth him: 


felf, even as he is pure.” if our heavenly 


country be much in our thoughts, it wil 


make us as ſtrangers and pilgrims, to ab 
ſtain from fleſhly luſts, which war againſt 
the ſoul, and keep ourſelves unſpotted from 
this world, that we may be fit for the en. 
joyments and felicities of the other. But 
then we muſt fee that our notions of hea. 
ven be not groſs and carnal, that we dream 
not of a Mabometan paradiſe, nor reſt on 
thoſe metaphors and ſimilitudes by which 
theſe joys are ſometimes repreſented : For 
this perhaps might have a quite contrary 
effect; it might intangle us further in car. 
nal affections, and we ſhould be ready to 
indulge ourſelves in a very liberal foretaſte 
of thoſe pleaſures, wherein we have placed 
our everlaſting felicity. But when we come 
once to conceive aright of thoſe pure and 
ſpiritual pleaſures, when the happineſs we 
propoſe to ourſelves is from the fight, and 
love, and enjoyment of God, and our minds 


are filled with the hopes and wan, 


John iii. 3. 


Ire atſj of that bleſſed ſtate, O how mean and con- 
at en. 


man 
him. 
7enly 


ments, or any way unfit and indiſpoſe us 


. conceal our failings from one another, yet 
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temptible will all things here below appear 
in our eyes! With what diſdain ſhall we 
reject the groſs and muddy pleaſures that 
would deprive us of thoſe celeſtial enjoy- 


for them | 

The laſt branch of religion is Humility, 
and ſure we can never want 
matter of conſideration for — ariſes: 

N rom the conſi- 

begetting it: All our weak qeration of our 
neites and imperfections, all failings. 
our follies and our fins, may 
help to pull down that fond and over- 
weening conceit which we are apt to en- 
tertain of ourſelves. That which makes- 
any body eſteem us, is their. knowledge 
or apprehenſion of ſome little good, and 
their ignorance of a great deal of evil that 
may be in us; were they throughly ac- 
quainted- with us; they would quickly 
change their opinion. The thoughts that 
pais in our heart, in the beſt and moſt ſe- 
rious day of our lite, being expoſed unto 
publick view, would render us either hate- 
tul or ridiculous: And now, however we 


{ure we are conſcious of them ourſelves; 
and 
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and ſome ſerious reflections upon them 
would much qualify and allay the vanit 
of our ſpirits. Thus holy men have come 
really to think worſe of themſelves, than d 
any other perſon in the world: Not but tha 
they knew that groſs and ſcandalous vice: 
are, in their nature, more heinous than theſl bo 
ſurpriſals of temptations and infirmity ; but} ou 
becauſe they were much more intent on 
their own miicarriages, than on thoſe off be 
their neighbours, and did confider all the di 
aggravations of the one, and every thing tl 
that might be ſuppoſed to diminiſh and p 
alleviate the other. | 0 
But it is well obſerved by a pious writer, 1 b 
that the deepeſt and moſt 1 
ee ee pure humility doth not ſo I | 
. much ariſe from the conſi- | 
of ourſelves. deration of our own faults I 
and defects, as from a calm 
and quiet contemplation of the divine puri- 
ty and goodneſs. Our ſpots never appear 
ſo clearly, as when we place them before 
that divine Light; and we never ſeem leſs 
in our own eyes, than when we look down 
upon ourſelves from on high: O how little, 
how nothing do ail thoſe ſhadows of per- 
fection then appear, for which we are wont 
to 
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to value ourſelves! That humility, which 
cometh from a view of our own ſinfulneſs 


J and miſery, is more turbulent and boiſte- 
T rous ; but the other laycih us full as low, 


and wanteth nothing but that anguiſh and 
vexation, wherewith our ſculs are apt to 
boil when they are the neareſt object of 
our thoughts. 

There remains yet another means for 
begetting a holy and religious 
diofition in the ſoul ; and n 

. of 
that is fervent and hearty \eigion. . 
prayer. Holineſs is the giit 
of God; indeed the greateſt gift he doth 
beſtow, or we are capable to receive; and 


he hath promiſed his holy Spirit to thoſe , "W 


that aſk it of him: In prayer we make the 
neareſt approaches to God and he open to 
the influences of heaven; Then it is that 
the Sun of righteouſneſs doth viſit us with 
his directeſt rays, and diſſipateth our dark- 
neſs, and imprinteth his image on our fouls. 
I cannot now inſiſt on the advantages of 
this exerciſe, or the diſpoſitious wherewith 
it ought to be performed; and there is no 
need that I ſhould, there being ſo many 
books that treat on the ſubie ct: I ſhall only 
tell you, that as there is one fort of prayer 

©  wheren 
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wherein we make ule of the voice, which 
is neceſſary in publick, and may ſometime 
have its own advantages in private; and 
another, wherein, tho' we utter no ſound, 
yet we conceive the expreſſi 
The adyanta- ons, and form the words, a 
ges of mental . *? ; - 

prayer. it were, in our minds; f- 
there is a third, and more 
ſublime kind of prayer, wherein the foul 
takes a higher flight, and having collected 
all its forces by long and ſerious meditat;- 
on, it darteth itſelf (if I may ſo ſpeak) to- 
ward God, in ſighs and groans, and thougltts 
too big for expreſſion. As when, after a 
deep contemplation of the divine perfecti- 
ons appearing in all his works of wonder, 
it addreſſeth itſelf unto him with the pro- 
foundeſt adoration of his majeſty and glo- 
ry: Or when, after fad reflections on its 
vileneſs and miſcarriages, it proſtrates it- 
ſelf before him with the greateſt confuſion 
and forrow, not daring to lift up its eyes, 
or utter one word 1n his preſence : or when, 
having well conſidered the beauty of holi- 
neſs, and the unſpeakable felicity of thoſe 
that are truly good, it panteth after God, 
and ſendeth up {:ch vigorous and ardent 
deſires, as no words carlutiiciently expreſs, 
con- 
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ielſcontinuing and repeat ing each of theſe acts 
as long as it finds itſelf upheld by the force 
and impulſe of the previous meditation. 
This mental prayer, is of all other, the 
-} moſt effectual to purify the ſoul, and dif. 
poſe it unto a holy and religious temper, 
; ON and may be termed, tlre great ſecret of 
more devotion, and one of the mot powerful 
ſoul inſtruments of the Divine Life; and it may 
ted be, the Apoſtle hath a peculiar reſpect unto 
tat. it, when he faith that the Spirit helpeth 
te. our infirmitics, making interceſſion for us, 
gits with groanings that cannot be uttered, or, 
ra as the original may bear, That eannot be 
Cti- | worded. Yet I do not fo recommend this 
er, ſort of prayer, as to ſupercede the uſe of 
ro- the other; for we have ſo many ſeveral 
lo- | things to pray for, and every petition of 
its J this nature, requireth ſo much time, and 
it- ſo great an intention of ſpirit, that it were 
n | not ealy therein to overtake them all; to 
s, | fay nothing, that the deep ſighs and hea- 
„ | viugs of the heart, which are wont to ac- 
- | company it, are ſomething oppreſſive to 
e nature, and make it hard to continue long 
5 in in them But certainly a few of theſe in- 
ard aſpirations, will do more than a great 
125 fluent and melting expreſſions. 


hus, 
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Thus, my. dear friend, I have briefly 
propoſed the method which 
Religion is to ] judge proper ior mouldin 

be advanced by Y Prop 5 
ide ſoul into a holy frame; 
by which it is and the ſame means which 
_ 3 ſerve to beget this divine tem- 
FP doly Shcre- per, muſt ſtill be practiſed 
ment. tor ſtrengthning and advan- 
ding it: And therefore ſhall 
recommend but one more for that purpoſe, 
and it is the frequent and conſcientious uſe 
of the holy ſacrament, which is pecuharly 
appointed to nouriſh and increaſe the ſpi- 
ritual life, when once it is begotten in the 
ſoul: All the inſtruments of religion do 
meet together in this ordinance; and while 
we addreſs ourſelves unto it, we are put 
to practiſe all the rules which were men- 
tioned before : then 1t 1s, that we make the 
ſevereſt ſurvey of our actions, and lay the 
ſtricteſt obligations on ourſelves: Then 
are our minds raiſed to the higheſt con- 
tempt of the world, and every grace dot! 
exerciſe itſelf with the greateſt activity and 
vigour: All the ſubjects of contemplation 
doth there preſent themſelves unto us with 
the greateſt advantage, and then, if ever, 
doth the ſoul make its moſt. powerful (allies 
| to- 


| towards heaven, and aſſault it with a holy 
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and acceptable force. And certainly the 


| neglect or careleſs performance of this du- 


ty, is one of the chief cauſes that bedwarts 
our religion, and makes us continue of fo 
low a ſize. 

But it is time I ſhould put a cloſe to, this 
letter, which is grown toa far greater bulk 
than at firſt I intended : If theſe poor papers 
can do you the ſmalleſt ſervice, I ſhall think 
myſelf very happy in this undertaking : 
at leaſt, I am hopeful, you will kindly ac- 
cept the ſincere endeavours of a perſon who 
would fain acquit himſelf of ſome part of 
that which he owes you. 


02000000000008000000000800080 
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ND now, O moſt gracious God, 
Father and Fountain of mercy and 
goodneſs, who haſt blefled us with the 
knowledge of our happineſs, and the way 
that leadeth unto it, excite in our ſouls ſuch 
ardent deſires after the one, as may put us 


forth to the diligent proſecution of the - 
| ther; 
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ther; let us neither preſume in our own! 
ſtrength, nor diſtruſt thy divine aſſiſtance to 
but while we are doing our utmoſt endea. Jon, 
vours, teach us ſtill to depend on thee ford 
ſucceſs. Open our eyes, O God, and teach) 
us out of thy law : Bleſs us with an exad fel 
and tender ſenſe of our duty, and a know- I er 
ledge to diſcern perverſe things: O that} Wh 
our ways were directed to keep thy ſta. ©) 
tutes, then ſhall we not be aſhamed when] the 
we have reſpect unto all thy command. v! 
ments. Poſſeſs our hearts with a generous || An 
and holy diſdain of all thoſe poor enjoy- Uf 
ments which this world holdeth out to al- P. 
lure us, that they may never be able to in- fit 
veigle our affection, or betray us to any |} 0! 
ſin: Turn away our eyes from beholding || ® 
vanity, and quicken thou us in thy law. || © 
Fill our fouls with ſuch a deep ſenſe and I} * 
full perſuaſion of thoſe great truths which - 


thou haſt revealed in the goſpel, as may 
influence and regulate our whole conver- 
ſation, and that the life which we hence- 
forth live in the fleſh, we may live through 
faith in the Son of God. O that the infi- 
nite perfections of thy bleſſed nature, and 
the aſtoniſhing expreſſions of thy goodnels 
and love, may conquer and overpower our 


hearts, 


fhearts, that they may be conſtantly riſing 
foward thee in flames of devouteſt affecti- 
Jon, and enlarging themſelves in ſincere 
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and cordial love towards all the world for 
thy ſake; and that we may cleanſe our- 
ſelves from all filthineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, 
perſectiug holineis in thy fear, without 
which we can never hope to behold and 
enjoy thee. Finally, O God, grant that 
the conſideration of what thou art, and 
what we ourſelves are, may both humble 
and lay us low before thee, and alſo ſtir 
up in us the ſtrongeſt and moſt ardent aſ- 
pirations towards thee. We deſire to re- 
lign and give up ourſelves to the conduct 
of thy Holy Spirit; lead us in thy truth, 
and teach us, for thou art the God of our 
ſalvation; guide us with thy counſel, and 
and afterwards receive us unto glory, for 
the merits and interceſſion of thy bleſſed 
Son our Saviour. Amen. 


I 


I 4 sHoRT PRAYER, at firſt 7 
in the MoRNING. 


4 


T becomes me, O Loxp, bed the 

thoughts of this world get poſſeſſion of * 
my mind, to lay hold on the firſt oppor- 
tunity this day affords me, of n 
thee my creator and governor. T- adore 9 
the perfections of thy — d acknow- YH 
ledge thy undeſerved g to me. 1 
bleſs thee for every inftance of it through. 
my whole life; and, at this time particu- 


larly, for the watchful care of thy good 
provi. |} 


* 
2 
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providence, by which I have been ſecure 
from the dangers of the laſt night. In 
treat of thee alone, as the Father and Judy 
of mankind, the pardon of every trau 
greſſion, and omiſſion of my duty, through 
my whole life. I beg this upon thoſe term 
only, which the holineſs of thy nature, and 
the declarations of Jeſus Chriſt, have mark 
ed out to us. I here acknowledge myſel 
thy creature, and thy ſervant, and the dil. 
ciple of thy Son; and, as ſuch, obliged ly 
all the ſtricteſt ties of duty, gratitude aiid 
intereſt ſincerely to ſearch out and perform e 
thy will; and never wilfully to offend a 
gainſt thy holy laws. I now intreat thy ſa 
therly goodneſs towards me; I beg of thee, 
the Governor of the world, protection ard 
W favour : profeſſing before thee, my entire 
d dependence upon thy wiſdom, power and 
8 - goodneſs. Defend me, I beſeech thee, 
dis day, from all dangers and ſad accidents, q 
Guard me, by the diſpoſitions of thy good 
7 
| 
{ 


5 ee from all the ways of ſin: and 
lead me forward in the paths of all virtue, 
towards the true perfection and happineſs 
of a reaſonable creature. Accept, © Lord, 
this my firſt ſervice of this day, according 
to thy goodneſs and mercy in Chriſt Jeſus 

F TY T0 . 
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Sine only Son our Lord, in whoſe name, and 
whoſe words, I further call on thee, _ 
„Our Father who art in heaven; hal- 
wed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
[hy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 
ive us this day our daily bread. And 
orgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 


Judg 


tra 
oug! 
ermz 


* hem that treſpaſs againſt us. And lead 
yſe Des not into temptation; but deliver us from 
Gy vil; for thine is the kingdom, the power, 


and the glory, for ever and ever.” Amen, 


d by 
ane W 
orn©290880GY 0200020000 2900009000 


d a 4 
IL 4 SHORT PRAYER at Nichr, juſt W 


Ice before going to Bed. 

and | + <3 
tire GOD, my great Creator, Pr ſerver, 

ind and Eenefactor, I approach thee 


with the ſincereſt reverence and humility, 
to pay the laſt acknowledgements of this 
od day to thee, before my eycs are cloſed with i 
4 | fleep. I praiſe and magnify thy name for * - ⁵⁶ü 
all thy mercies i Particularly, at this time 
vr thy preſervation of me through the paſt 
1 day; and for that tender care and gude " 5 
Jof thy merciful Providence, by which 3 
have been defended . the great evils, 


18 
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both of fin and calamity, with which thi 
imperfect ſtate ſo much abounds, Whatht 
ever of good or happineſs I enjoy, to the 
* the praiſe of it, and to thy favouifl 
y ſinful imperfections, and failings; my 
tranſgreſſions and neglects, in many i 
ſtances, of thy law and my duty, I truh 
repent of, I take the ſhame of them t 
myſelf, and ſeek the pardon of them fro 
thy fatherly mercy and goodneſs alone 
Forgive me, I beſeech thee, upon the term 
of thy Son's Goſpel, whatſoever thou haſ 
ſeen amiſs, in any part of my conduct 
is through the paſt day; and take me, and 
All in whom Jam concerned, into thy care 
and protection through this night. Defence 


| 

us, if it be thy holy will, from the deſigns 
oftevil men, and from every thing terrible u 
and hurtful: And lead us all, in the paths 
of holineſs, through thy fatherly goodneſs, I t 
and thy love to mankind, declared by thy n 
Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord; to whom be: 
glory for ever, Amen, : 
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o the 
ayoul. 4 LonceR PRAYER, to be uſed at 


3; m any other Time of the Day. 


wy | al 

trul GOD, who art the Father and 
2M t( E: Lord of all beings, and glorious in 
fron! perfections, I thine unworthy creature | 


tloneEknd ſervant, in the deepeſt ſenſe of my 
ermgpwn manifold imperfections, approach thy 
| haſſſivine Majeſty ; beſeeching thee, ant of 
duQtFShe abundance of thy goodneſs to be mer- 

andFcitul to me. I acknowledge, that many 
carFhave been my failings and neglects, thro* 
-fendſthe courſe of my life; and that, if thou 
l1gnſhouldſt be extreme to mark, and puniſh; 
riblef what is, in every degree and every in- 
athsFſtance, amiſs, I could not hope for any pors 
neſs, tion of thy favour : But, O Lord, the good- 
' thyneſs of thy nature, and the holy goſpel 
1 be preached by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, encou- 


rage me to hope in thee for mercy and 1 


forgiveneſs : And therefore, as his diſci- 

ple, in expectation of thy favour upon the 
terms declared in the goſpel, I earneſtly 

I beſeech thee to forgive every thought, e- 
Avery word, and every action, by which 1 
| G have 
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have in the lzaſt degree offended thee, or 
tranſgreſſed the rules of virtue and true 
religion from the beginning of my life, to 
this hour. And this I beg, ſincerely re- 
ſolving to endeavour after a greater degree 
of perfection, and a greater conformity to 
thy holy will for the time to come ; and 
hoping, -on this condition alone, to be re. 
ceived by thee to favour here, and eterval 
happineſs hereafter. 

Accept, likewiſe, the acknowledgments 
of my, heart and mouth, which are fo in- 
diſpenſably due to the perfections of thy 

nature. I adore and celebrate the ack 
rable glories of thy power, adorned and 
directed by unerring Wiſdom and Good- 

neſs; and bleſs and praiſe thee, for every in- 
ſtance of thy tender regards to me, and to all 
the children of men. I bleſs thee that when 
it pleaſed thee to bring me into being, I 
was made capable of knowing and 1mitat- 
ing thee, and of enjoying thy favour. I 
bleſs thee that I have been called to the 
| knowledge of a religion, from which [ 
have received many and great advantages, 
aſſiſtances and opportunities, towards che 
anſwering the true deſign of my creation. 
I bleſs thee that, by the diſpoſitions of thy 


_ good 
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providence, I have been led to a juſt 
ſenſe of the exce!lence of virtue, and of 
the importance of religion; and that this 
ſenſe hath been improved by the beſt ex- 
* and ſentiments of others, and by 
many peculiar inſtances of thy merciful 
care and goodneſs. 

I praiſe thy holy name for all that thy 
Son Jeſus Chriſt did, and taught, and ſuf- 
tered in this world, in order to redeem” 
mankind from the power and puniſhment 
of their ſins; and to lead them more ef- 
fectually to the knowledge of thee and the 
practice of their duty; and to confirm to 
them the reaſonable hope of being immor- 
tally happy hereafter. For theſe and all thy 
mercies, which reſpect another and a better 
life than the preſent, let my foul magnify 
thee, O Lord, and all the powers within 
me praiſe thy holy name. 

Nor ought I to neglect to thank thee * 
thoſe many inſtances of thy meroy, by 
which thou haſt made my eſtate, in this 
ſhort and uncertain life, much happier than 
it could have been without them; for a- 
fording me not only all the neceſlary fup- BY 
ports, but many of the moſt deſirable con- 


veniencies of ſuch a ſtate. Continue, O 
G 2 Lord, 
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Lord, I beteech thee, thele thy temporal 
favours to me, if thou ſeeſt it conſiſtent 
with my chief and eternal good; If not, 
lead me to eternal life in whatever paths 
thou ſeeſt fit. I reſign myſelf, and all my 
concerns into thine hands; and entreat 
thee to be my guide, and my governor 
unto death. Let the ſenſe of theſe thine 
undeſerved mercies, inſpire me with ſuch 
a gratitude as may ſhow itſelf in the ſuita- 
ble returns of a good life and holy conver- 
ſation ; and with ſuch a love of thee, as 
may expreſs itſelf in the keeping of thy 
commandments. 

Whatever moral imperfections there are 
ſtill in me, direct me to the knowledge of 
. them, and to the proper means of putting 
an end to them: And afliſt me, by all the 
methods of thy wiſdom and goodneſs, in 
the great work I have to do, the perfec- 
ing my mind in all that is truly excellent, 
and the working out my ſalvation in the 
methods agreeable to thy holy will, and 
to the obligations of a reatonable creature. 
] beſeech thee likewiſe, to be merciful 
to the whole world. Enlighten the dark 
ce orners of it with the true knowledge of 
hee and of thy goſpel, in its ſimplicity i 
14 4 an 
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and ſow the ſeeds of all virtue and _ 
neſs in all parts of it. Lead all profeſſed 
Chriſtians to truth, and righteouſneſs, and 
peace ; that ſo they may be an honour to 
the religion they profeſs. Put an end to 
idolatry and ſuperſtition, and all ſpiritual 
tyranny and oppreſſion. Give an open check 
to all that pride and ambition which diſturb 
the world. Quiet the turbulent ſpirits, and 
compoſe the unchriſtian animoſities of man- 
kind. 

Look down with much mercy, upon 
this my native country. Cure our evil 
tempers; and conquer our unchriſtian and 


aacharitable diſpofitions; and grant that, 
at length, mutual. love and chærity may 


flouriſh and abound. amongſt us, amidft 
our greateſt differences. Pour down all 
bleſſings, ſpiritual and temporal, upon our 


* 


king, and his royal family. Endo him, and 


all thoſe who are called to any office under 


him, for the adminiſtration of judgment 


and government, amongſt us, with all gifts 
and abilities neceſſary for the diſcharge of 
their great truſt; and proper and protect 
them in the due execution of it. Lead all 
the miniſters of thy goſpel to teach thy: 
truth in ſimplicity ; and, by their example 


G 3 
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who hear them, to cternal life. 
Extend thy mercy and compaſſion to al 
afflicted perſons, of whatſoever fort or de- 
gree their afflit.ons may be; to ail who 
are in a ſtate of uneaſineſs of mind, or pain 
of body, a ſtate of want, or ſorrow, of per. 
ſecution, or oppreſſion ; giving to them al 
the ſupports and aſſiſtances ſuitable to their 
ſeveral diſtreſſes; and, in thy good time, 
an happy ſue out of all their calamities 
Bleſs all in whom I am nearly concerned, 
with every thing truly good for them, 
Shower down thy mercies. on. my friends 
and benefactors; granting them all happi. 
neſs here, and. hereafter. Forgive all my 
enemies, if ſuch there be, and ſhew thy 
mercy to them. 

Finally, O Lord, pardon all my paſt 
ſins; guide and govern me, by thy hol) 
Spirit, in my ſincere endeavours to ata 
everlaſting life. Promote my true happi- 
neſs, as thou ſeeſt fit; and mercifully ro 
ceive me, and my imperfect ſervices, ac- 
cording to thy goodneſs declared by. thy 
well- beloved Son Jeſus Chriſt: In whoſe 
name | offer up all my addreſſes to thy 
--, throne, 


and doctrine, to bring themſelves and thoſeſ thr 
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throne, and aſcribe to thee all glory and 
and praiſe, now and for ever. Amen. 


[| SD DOS ISOODD SS DOS IDISSIDOODI 


IV. ALARCOCE Form of PRAYER, for 
more particular Occaſions, 


GOD, the ſupreme Maker and Go- 
vernor of the world, perfect in all 

that is truly great and lovely ; I, thine un- 
worthy ſervant appear before thee, under 
a deep ſenſe of thy glorious perfections, and 
of my own great and manifold failings and 
imperfections. Under this ſenſe, the great 
ſupport and ſatisfaction to my mind is, that 
thou art ready to accept of the ſincere en- 
deavours of thy creatures to reform what- 
ever has been amiſs in their paſt conduct, 
and that thou haſt ſent thy Son Jesus 
CuR1ST into the world, to /ave us from 
our fins, and to declare to us plainly the 
terms of thy forgiveneſs and favour.: In 
his name, therefore, I preſent myſelf be- 
fore thee; and, as his diſciple, I entreat of 
thee, the pardon of whatſoever thou haſt 
ſeen amiſs in me, from the beginning of 
my life unto this day. Forgive, O Lord, 
G 4 every 
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every thought of my mind which has beer 
diſagreeable to thy nature and precepts; 
every word of my mouth unworthy of a 
man, or a Chriſtian z every inſtance of my 
behayiour which has been diſpleaſing to 
thee, or my own conſcience : Every of. 
fence, of whatſoever fort or degree, againſt 
thee, my neighbour, or myſelf, Forgive 
me all my ſins which I myſelf can now cal 
to my own remembrance, particularly“ 
And forgive me likewiſe all thoſe tranſgreſ- 
greſſions of thy holy will, which may now 
be out of the reach of my memory, but 
have been open to thine all- ſeeing eye, and 
are known to thee with all their circum- 
Mances and aggravations. 

Pardon me, O Lord, according to thy 
loving-kindneſs, and the declarations made 
by thy Son Jeſus Chriſt. And grant me 
that forgiveneſs, which I neither aſk nor 
expect, but upon thoſe terms and conditi- 
ons which thy holineſs and mercy have laid 
down in his goſpel. Behold, O Lord, I 
heartily forgive all who have, in any in- 
ſtance, 


* Here it may be proper for a perſon to mention 
any remarkable inſtances, if he be conſcious of any 
ſuch, but highly improper to confeſs ſins, of which 
he knows not himſelf to have been guilty. 
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ſtance, or in any degree, offended or inju- 
red me: Without Which I ought to enter- 
tain no hopes of my on forgiveneſs. Ard 
if I have myſelf injured any perſon, I am 
as truly diſpoſed and ready to make all 
poſſible reparation, as I am to entreat thy 
favour to myſelf. And as I am ſible 
that no forgivenets can be expected, accor- 
ding to thy goſpel, without amendment of 
life; I ſeriouily renounce all communicati- 
on with whatſoever is diſpleaſing to thee z 
and fincerely reſolve, through thy grace, 
to correct every thing that is amiſs in my 
temper and behaviour ; and to bring my- 
ſelf ſtill nearer to thy holineſs and happinels. 
Forgive me, therefore, as thou haſt pro- 
miſed, by thy Son. Accept me to thy 
mercy : And give ſucceſs, I carneftly be- 
ſeech thee, by thy gracio!is favour to theſe 
purpoſes and deſigus of my foul. 

And now, OT ord, according :o the ſame 
goodneſs to thy creatures, graciouſly re- 
ceive the earneſt petitions which I offer 
to thee for every good that is fit for me to 


pray for. I acknowledge thee to be the 
great Author of ail our beings ; the origi- 
nal of all our happineſs ; the giver of all 


good gifts; and the diſpoſer of all events; 
G 5 And 


14 FORMS OF PRAYER. 


And therefore, proſeſs my dependence up- 
on thee alone for every thing I ought to 
wiſh for, or deſire. I am ſenſible, O Lord, 
that to thee entirely I muſt owe every de- 
5g of happineſs I can ever enjoy, or hope 
or. I am ſenſible that thou art the ten- 
dereſt Father, and beſt Friend, to thy 
creatures ; diſpoſed to lead them to their 
greateſt good; and ready to promote and 
aſſiſt their ſincere endeavours after it. And 
therefore, before thee, and in thy preſence, 
I willingly lay open the deſires and wiſhes 
of my ſoul, which I think agreeable to rea- 
ſon, and thy holy will. 

I efteem it the glory of our nature that 
we are made capable of ſuch an exalted 
and rational happineſs as reſults from the 
knowledge of thee, and the imitation of 
thy moral perfections. And as thou haft 
more fully affured us of this, in the Chriſti- 
an religion, let the ſerious conſideration of 
that grace and mercy, which hath appear- 
ed in that diſpenſation, effectually lead me 
to the good end propoſed in it. Let the 
holy precepts of that perfect inſtitution by 
which I profeſs to be guided, and the un- 
{potted example of that great Maſter, whoſe 
follower J deſire to be accounted, engage 
me 
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me to to live, in all reſpects, as becomes 
the goſpel, and the dilciple of ſeſus Chriſt. 
Particularly, O Lord, let the conſideration 
of the peculiar genius of that goſpel, and 
of thoſe virtues which the great Author of 
it accounted the glory of his own life, in- 
fluence me to endeavour to excel in them: 
And engage me to love the whole race of 
mankind with an univerſal charity, and be- 
neficent diſpoſition ; to rejoice at all oppor- 
tunities of doing good either to the fouls 
or bodies of men; and of adding to the 
ſatisfaction and happmels of all about me; 
to ſtoop even to the loweſt offices of kind- 
neſs to others; to be ready to forgive the 
ſharpeſt and moſt undeſerved injuries, and 
to return pity and good-will for them; and 
to be ever willing to condeſcend and yield 
for the good of others: That fo, the trueſt 
humility, and the moſt extenſive charity, 
may adorn every action and circumſtance 
of my life; and all the pride and paſſion, 
and uncharitableneſs, may be checked and 
ſubdued by the power of religion, and the 
lovelineſs of the contrary virtues. 

Let the ſenſe of my own many failings, 
and the imperfections of our nature, dif- 


poſe me to be willing to put a candid and 
favour- 


* 
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favourable interpretation upon all theſeſ af 
actions of others which can juſtly and rea w 
ſonabiy demand it, or admit of it; as wellff p- 
as to be ever ready to forgive the offences i- 
of others towards mylelt. And ,let thefſj as 
ſenſe of thy goodneſs, in allowing me till p 
time and opportunity, for perfecting my n. 
ſoul in all that is praiſe-worthy, induce me ſ. 
to ſtudy more conſtantly and uniſormhy a 
to pleaſe and imitate thee. a 
My outward condition, with reſpect to a 
the good things of this world, it is my hap- t 
4 
I 


pinets, as well as duty, to reter wholly to 
thy wiſe will and pleaſure, But as thou 
haſt ordained us to belong to this world, 
as well as to expect another, and haſt fram- 
ed us ſo, that we cannot but be ſenſibly 
affected with our good or bad eſtate here 
below ; of thee therefore, it becomes us to 
beg, with ſubmiſſion to thy providence, 
the ſecurity and continnance of the good 
things we already enjoy; and the increale 
of them, if that be truly good and need- 
ful. And, as by thy appointment, I have 
ajr:ady experienced, in this world, many 
evils and afflictions, and have been witngſs 
to many more around me, ſuffer me to im- 
plore the graci: us regards of thy Fatherly 
| affecti-· 
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affection towards me, and to pray to thee 
with reſpect to them, according to the 
pattern of thy Son Jeius Chriſt, Tat her, if 
it be poſſible ; it it be con! fiſtent with, and 
agreeable to thy wife and gracious pur-, 
oles, ſecure me, and all in whoſe happi- 
neſs | am moſt nearly concerned, from all 
ſad accidents, and calamitous events; from 
all tormenting pains, and giigvous diſcales; 
aad from every thing ; inconſiſtent with tuch 
an happinels as may lawfully be deſired in 
this tranſitory world; Nevertheleſs, not as 
Iill, but as thou wilt : Aud therefore, O 
Lor d, it thy unerring wildem hall other- 
wiſe determine, let the ſerious meditation 
on the example of Chr:# himſelf, and that 


"innumerable company of the beſt of men, 


who have gone before me in this conflict, 

mipire me with a zeal to imitate their pa- 
tience; and let the contemplation of thy 
Fatherly gooducis engage me to ai hearty 
and rational ſubmiſlion to all thy diſpenſa- 
tions; remembering what an happinels it 
is, to be under tlie government of a Being 
who knows what is in all reipects beſt; 

and who caauot afflict his ercatures but ſor 
wiſe aud good ends. And let the ſenſe of 


thy gracious deſign in all my afflictions, 
lead 
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lead me to the true and rigit uſe of them; 
to diſengage my affections more and more 
from this world, and to ſeek for happineſs 
m a better and never changing ſtate. 

Let the conſideration of the certainty of 
death, the end of all temporal evils, influ- 
ence me to endeavour to make it happy, 
by ſuch a virtuous life as may give me a 
well-grounded hope in thy mercy. Let 
the review of thoſe uncertainties and trou- 
bles I have met with ia this world, render 
me the more ready and contented. at thy 
appointed time to leave it : And let the 
proſpect of glory and happineſs hereafter, 
exalt my mind above any fond regards to 
this vain and tranſitory life; and enable 
me to act as becomes one who truly be- 
lieves life and immortality to be brought to 
light through the goſpel. 

Finally, O Lord, my great and chiet 
requeſt for myſelf, is, That, by thy favour, 
I may obtain everlaſting happineſs hereat- 
ter; and that the ſtate of this world, with 
reſpect to me, may be ſo ordered, and the 
trials, to be appointed for me in it, may 
be ſo proportioned to my condition and 
powers, as meſt effectually to promote and 
ſecure my eternal and greater good, yrs 
EP the 


. the few days of this life are paſt away. 
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Deny to me, therefore, out of thy great 
goodneſs, whatſoever is truly bad or unfit 
tor me, though I ſhould be ſo weak as to 
deſire and wiſh for it: And grant me eve- 
ry thing that is truly good for me; though 
| ſhould be ſo blind, and fo void of wildom, 
as not to ſee, or atk it. As far as my pe- 
titions are reaſonable, and agreeable to the 
eternal laws of wiſdom, and the purpoſes 
of thy governirg providence, and the holy 
goſpel, ſo far only, I intreat thy favourable 
conſent to them : As far as they are not 
ſo, I utterly renounce them; and ſubmit 
my own will entirely to thine: And, in 
a deep ſenſe of my own imperfections, beg 
of thee to accept of the fincerity of my 
heart; and out of thine abundant gocdnets, 
to overlook and paſs by all the defects of 
my ſervices. 

To theſe petitions it becomes me to add 
the indiſpenſible tribute of the ſincereſt 
praiſes and thankſgivings of my foul; due 
to the glorics of thy nature, and to thy 
goodneſs to thy creatures. I know, O 
God, that thy perſections are far exalted 
above all that can be conceived or expreſſ- 


ed by us; and that thy mercies are _ 
al 
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all our thanl;s; and that thy unalterabl: 
attributes ſtand not in need of any homage 
we can pay; but it becomes us to acknow 
ledge and celebrate them, 

The glories of thy nature are the glories 
of perfect power, adorned with pertec 
goodneſs and holineſs, and guided by um. 
erring wiſdom and knowledge ; ſuch glo- 
ries as are, in them{dves worthy of our 
higheſt admiration and praiſes, as well as 
the foundation of all the happineſs we ou 
ſelves can pollibly enjoy or hope for. 
And as it becomes us to celebrate the 
lovely perfections of thy nature, as it is in 
elf, fo are we indiſpenſably obliged to 
pay thee our moſt grateful acknowledg- 
ments for the diſplay of thoſe perfections 
in all thy diſpenſations towards thy cre 
tures, and for every mſtance of thy tender 
regard to us. Accept therefore, O gra- 
cious Lord and merciful Father, the poor 
tribute of mine unfeigned thanks for the 
manifold experiences which I have had of 
thy loviag-kindaefs, and the many marks 
I have received of thine undeſerved favour. 
To thee I owe my being, and, together 
with it, ell the faculties and powers that 
diſtinguiſh our nature from that y the 

Tute 
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brute part of the creation. | 
Jconſider what it is to be made capable of 
4 knowing thee, the Fountain of all good, 
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And when I 


of imitating thee, the great Original of all 
perfection; and of enjoying thy favour, 
the foundation of all laſting and ſubſtantial 
happineſs; I muſt acknowledge thine un- 
deſerved goodneſs, and for ever praiſe thee 
for making me capable of fo meſtimable 
bleſſings. SI 

I muſt remember likewiſe, with the 
higheſt gratitude, before thee, that in or- 
der to ſecure and carry forward this graci- 
ous end of our creation the more effectually, 


| it hath pleaſed thy goodneſs to fend thy 


beloved Son into the world to teach, and 
live, and die, in order to fave us from our 
ſins, and to conduct us effectually to true 
and everlaſting happineſs. I bleſs thee for 
the divine inſtructions he hath given his 
followers concerning the certain method 
of obtaining eternal life ; for the blameleſs 
and perfect example of holineſs and pati- 
ence he hath ſet before us; for his“ hum- 
bling himſelf even to the death upon the 
croſs, and ſhedding his blood even for the 
remiſſion of our fins;” and for his plain 


declarations of thy gracious acceptance of 
all 
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all ſuch as ſincerely receive him for their 


deavour to know, and comply with his 
terms. I bleſs thee for the mighty evi- 
dences he gave, that he was truly ſent by 
thee on ſo gracious an errand, by the pu- 
rity of his doctrine; by the integrity of his 
life; by the nature and number of his ni- 
racles; by the glory of his reſurrection at- 
ter an ignominious death; by his aſcenſion 
into heaven; and by his pouring down from 
thence the wonderful gifts of the Holy 
-Spirit, in order to the propagation of his 
religion, and the ſettlement of his church; 
by. all theſe arguments eſtabliſhing our 
minds in peace and truth. 

bleſs thee, that the joyful ſound of thy 
goſpel hath arrived to this part of the 
world; that it hath here, by the peculiar 
favour of thy good Providence, been re- 
formed from many groſs abuſes under 
which it long laboured ; and now lies or cn 
to the view and ſtudy of all men: That, 
by thy merciful appointment, I have been 
called to the knowledge of it, as it is in it- 
ſelf; and ſo am the better aſſured of the true 
way to happineſs; the more forcibly en- 
gaged to follow alter it, and the more 
likely 


Saviour and their Lord, and heartily en- 


FORMS OF PRAYER. 23 


likely to obtain greater degrees of it, if I be 
not wanting to myſelf : For all which in- 
ſtances of thin 2 undeſerved and ineſtimable 
goodneſs, no words can ſufficiently expreſs 
the grateful ſentiments which ought to fill 
and poſſeſs my ſoul. 

Accept likewite, O God, my moſt hearty 
and unſcigacd thanks, for the conitant re- 
gards of thy good providence towards me: 
To which I am indebted for many ſingu- 
lar and peculiar happineſſes. To thee 1 
owe, that I was born in a country where 
Chriſtianity is ſecurely profeſſed; that I 
have been inſtructed in the principles of 
true religion and virtue; and my mind led 
to the knowledge of the moſt uſeful and 
important truths: And particularly, that! 
have been ſecured, by thy goodneſs, from 
many of thoſe great and hazardous trials 
which have ſo often proved fatal to others. 
To thee I owe whatever opportunities I 
have enjoyed of improving myſelf in what 
is truly praiſe-worthy ; whatever peculiar 
advantages there are in that condition, in 
which it hath pleaſed thee to place me, 
with reſpect to this world, towards the at- 
taining the greateſt good and happineſs of 


a reaſonable creature. To thee, the great 
Creator 
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Creator and Governor of the world, I owe 
all theſe bleilings ; and to thee I offer up 
my ſincereſt acknowledgments for them. 
[ bleſs thee for that daily care of thyſ;.. 
government over this world, by which I} - 
have been preſerved ever ſince I was born 
from innumerable dangers; many more 
than I can number, and many more than 
Lknow of. A mercy! which I ought thank: 
fully to acknowledge, not merely with re- 
ſpect to this life, but to a better: as by this 
means I have greater opportunities of ad- 
vancing yet farther in the paths of virtue, 
and obtaining an increaſe of. happineſs in 
the world to come. Tk 9, 
Ideſire likewiſe to offer up my unfeigned 4 
thanks for all thoſe temporal bleſſings and 
conveniencies, by which thou haſt made 
my paſlage through this world much more p 
tolerable and eaſy than it could otherwiſe 
have been; for the uſe of my reaſon and 
underſtanding preſerved to me, without 5 
which other bleſſings are vain ; for that 


thir 
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meaſure of health and ſtrength, that eaſe, 
and freedom from pain which I have en- X 
zoyed ; for the ſupports of «friendſhip and ; 
ſociety; for the comforts of food, and rai- 


ment, and habitation; and for all the good 
things 
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Ithings with which thou haſt in mercy ſur- 
Jrounded me, and thoſe in whoſe good e- 
ſtate Jain nearly concerned; whilſt ſo many 
others paſs their lives under the heavy preſ- 
ſure of the contrary evils. 

What can I render unto thee, O Lord, 
for all the numberleſs inſtances of thy fa- 
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and acknowledge my elf under the ſtricteſt 
"Band moſt indiſj.enfable obligations to live, 


vour which I have experienced? J praiſe 
and magnify thy great and glorious name! 


and act, in all reſpects, as becomes one that 
hath taſted ſo largely of thy loving-kind- 
neſs. I profeſs, O Lord, my hearty reſo- 
lution of endeavouring to do fo; and offer 
up my fincere deſires, that, by the conſi- 
deration of what I have now remembered 
before thee, I may be led to make returns, 
in ſome degree, ſuitable to ſo many and 
ſo great inſtances of thy goodneſs. 

Let the ſerious contemplation of thy 
glories and perfections, incite me to en- 
deavour conſtantly to adorn my own na- 
ture with thoſe moral perfections which I 
acknowledge to be ſo worthy of praiſe ; 
and engage me to imitate what appears ſo 
truly lovely and glorious. Let the conſi- 
deration of thy merciful deſign in making 

| me 
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move me to make ſuch an uſe of thoſe ta- 


may be led to a due ſenſe of this happineſs, 
and conducted iafe to the poſſeſſion of thoſe 
pleaſures which are at thy right hand. Let 
thy unſpeakable mercy, in ſending thy Son 
into the world for the ſecuring ard pro- 
moting my happinels, effectually influence 
me to embrace his offers, to fulfil his com- 
mands, to imitate his example, and to live, 
in all reſpects, as becomes his diſciple. Let 
the ſenſe of thoſe peculiar advantages which 
J have, by thy eſpecial favour, enjoyed, 
lead me to ſuch a careful uſe and improve— 
ment ot them, that they may be the happy 
occaſions of more than ordinary degrees of 
perfection and glory hereafter, 

Let the conſideration of thy gracious de- 
ſign in affording me ſo many temporal good 
things, aud fo many comforts, in this im- 
perfect ſtate, influence me to ule them all 
tor thy glory, as uncertain -goods'; to be 
enjoyed with temperance; and to be em- 
ployed 1or the uſe and ſupport of others, 
as well as my own. And let the ſerious 
reinembrance of all thy great and unde- 
= ſerved 


culties thou haſt endowed me with, as [| 


me capable of knowing thee, and being e-fſſer' 
ternally happy in thy favour, powerfully 


g e- ſerred goodneſs to me, open and enlarge 


tate what I praiſe and celebrate ſo much 
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my heart towards others; lead me to imi- 


in thee ; and teach me to be ready to do 
good to all; to pity the follies and miſe- 
ries of mankind ; and, as ſar as I am able, 
to promote the happineſs of all around me: 
That, by fuch a return to all the inſtances 
of thy goodneſs and mercy, | may ſhew 
my ſelf truly ſenfible of them, and ſincerely 
thankſul for them. 

With theſe prayers and praiſes, I be- 
ſeech thee, O God, to accept the ſincere 
expreſſious of my charity and good will to- 
wards thy whole rational creation; which 
I now offer to thee, the Father of all, as 
a member of the whole ſociety of mankind ; 
and more particularly as a member of the 
church of Chriſt, founded in love and cha- 
rity. As ſuch, I ſincerely rejaice before 
thee in every degree of happineſs enjoyed 
by any of my fellow-creatures here be- 
low ; and heartily beſeech thee to diſpenſe 
more, and larger communications of it to 
this lower world; to increaſe it in all thoſe 
who enjoy it in any meaſure; and to im- 
part ſome portions of it to all who are in 


any fort of miiery or diſtreſs. 
Look 
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Look in great mercy upon the ſad eſtate 
of that part of mankind, who know not 
thy nature nor worſhip thee, as becomes 
thy perfections. Put an end to their ido- 
latry and ſuperſtition, by ſhewing them 


the light and evidence of thy goſpel in its 


ſimplicity : And, by bringing them to the 
knowledge of thy truth, lead them to eter- 
nal life and ſalvation. Have pity likewiſe 
on the-remains of thy ancient people the 
Jews; and all others who are better in- 
ſtructed in the belief and worſhip of thee 
than the Pagan world; and guide them to 
a yet greater degree of true knowledge, 
by cirecting their way to the knowledge 
of thy Son, and the practice of his laws; 
and bring them, by this means, to the hap- 
pineſs of Chriſtians. 

Viſit with a more eſpecial grace and fa- 
vour, the whole Chriſtian world; all who 
are called by the name of thy Son, and 
profeſs his holy religion. Behold, O Lord, 
à large ſcene of ſpiritual evils, worthy of 
thy gracious and merciful interpoſition :---- 
In many places the Faitb once delivered to 
the ſaints in purity and ſimplicity, enerva- 
red by vain and groundleſs traditions ; or 
darkened by the inventions of men : The 
Ts | worſhip 
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worſhip of thee, O Father, expreſly eſta- 
bliſhed by thy Son Jeſus Chrift, in ſpirit, 
and tin truth, over-clouded by numberleſs 
ſuperſtitions ; and even deſtroyed by 1do- 
latry itſelf : The moral laws, which thy 
Son came to reſcue from the corruptions 
of men, and to enforce upon his followers, 
rendered ineffectual by many human de- 
vices; and falſe notions of religion, ſet up 
inſtead of them : And the progreſs of thy 
holy GosPEL ſtopped and hindered by the 
wicked lives and ſcandalous behaviour of 
thoſe who profeſs it! 

Interpoſe, I beſecch thee, and put an 
effectual ſtop to theſe great and unchriſtian 
evils. Contound the devices of all ſuch as 
uphold, or encourage, any degree of ſu- 
perſtition, for baie and ſecular ends. Give a 
powerful check to all forts and all degrees 
of periecution and oppreſſion, ſo ſcandal- 
ous, and deſtructive to thy holy religion, 
which miſtaken or wicked men pretend to 
promote by ſuch impious methods. Put 
a ſtop to all ſpiritual tyranny, and to all 
uſurpation over the conſciences of men: 
and diſſipate thoſe clouds of ignorance, 
which diſpoſe people to a baſe and 1gno- 


minious ſlavery of the dictates of men, ra- 
H ther 
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ther than to a rational enquiry into thy holy 
will, which lies open to them. And, a- 
bove all, exert thine Almighty arm in vin- 
dication of the cauſe of piety and virtue, 
leading all profeſſed Chriſtians to ſuch a 
ſenſe of the importance of it, as that they 
may ſtudy to adorn their lives with a be- 
haviour ſuitable to their holy profeſſion, 
and recommend it to the experience ard 
approbation of the unbelieving world, by 
the integrity and unblameableneſs of their 
whole converſation. 

Particularly grant, that all Chriſtians, 
who have departed irom the groſs corrup- 
tions of Popery, may depart entirely from 
the /pirit of it: That, as they profels to 
make the Scripture the rule of faith; {6 
they may, without reſerve, leave it as ſuch 
to all their neighbours : That, as they have 
nobly contended for their own religious li- 


not loſe the glory of this, by contradicting 
it in their behaviour toward others : But 
that they may, by their exemplary de- 
portment, and by-their ſteady adherence 
to the principles of righteouſneſs, peace, 
and mutual forbearance, manifeſt to al 
.the world, the ſincerity of their reforma- 
tion; 


berty and Chriſtian rights; ſo they may 
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tion; and reap the fruit of it, by ſtudying 
to excel in all that is praiſe-worthy. 

Nor ought I to forget, O great Gover- 
nor of the univerfe, the civil eftate of the 
kingdoms of the earth. Put an end, O 
Lord, at length, to the diſorders and con- 
fuſions occaſioned by the weak and ambi- 
tious lords of this world: And ſhew thyſelf 
indeed King of kings, and Lord of lords. 
Permit no longer the happineſs of human 
ſociety to be, in any part of thy creation, 
ruined and laid waſte by the inferior go- 
vernment of men, which was inſtituted 


Jalely for the ſupport and comfort of it. 


Bring publick diſgrace and confuſion upon 


all tyrants and oppreſſors: And honour, Z 
with particular marks of thy favour, all WM 


princes who fincerely ſtudy to anſwer the 
ends of their inſtitution; that ſo, the tri- 
umphs of inſatiable ambition may at length 


+ ceaie from the earth; and the bleſſings of 
good government be felt throughout the 


world. 4 
Amongſt all the kingdoms of the earth, 
look, I beſeech thee, with a particular fa- 
vour, upon this, to which, by the diſpoſal 2 
of thy providence, I belong; and for which, 
therefore I am obliged in an eſpecial man- 
H 2 ner 
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ner to ſhew my concern, by the heartieſt 
wiſhes of my foul. Pardon our many and 
crying ſins; and in order to avert thy judg- 
ments, lead every ſinner amongſt us to 
ſuch a ſenſe of his fins, as may engage him 
heartily to renounce and forſake them, 
Continue, and confirm to us, that pecu- 
har form of government ſo wonderfully 
hitherto preſerved to us; by which we are 
more effectually ſecured againſt the ex- 
tremes of. confuſion, and arbitrary power, 
than many other nations; and of which 
we enjoy the happy fruits every momeng 
of our lives. 

Preſerve and eftabliſh us in the free en- 
joyment of the light of thy holy goſpel, and 
the ſecure profeſſion of our religion. What 
errors ſtill remain amongſt proteſtants do 
thou effectually remove, and eſpecially 
ſuch as may have a bad influence upon the 
conduct of mens lives; and ſtrengthen 
their common intereſt againſt their com- 
mon enemy. To this end, give a check 
to the mutual violences and hatreds, and 
uncharitable behaviour to men of evil dil- 
poſitions on every fide! , Kindle, once a- 
gain, the fire of love and charity amongſt 
us; and permit not our differences, in re- 
ligious 
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ligious matters, to extinguiſh this fire, or 
blow up another to our intire deſtruction. 

Pour down the choiceſt of thy bleſſings 
upon our king and his royal family; and. 
bleſs all who have any part in the admini- 
ſtration of our government. Aſſiſt him, 
and them, in the great and important bu- 
ſineſs of their ſtations. Guide them into 
the beſt and wiſeſt meaſures; and give 
ſucceſs to all their counſels and labours for 
the advantage of this nation, or for the 
relief and ſupport of any of our injured 
neighbours. 

Permit not the diſpoſal of the lives and 
properties of thy people ever to come into 
the hands of ignorant or partial men: But 
manifeſt thy great concern for juſtice here 
below, in ſuch manner, as that the guilty 
may ever meet with their due puniſhment, 
and the injured and oppreſled find a ſure 
redreſs in our courts of judicature. Direct 
all the magiſtrates: amongſt us to a deep 
ſenſe of their duty; to give all encourage- 
ment to virtue, and all poſſible diſcourage- 
ment to vice, both by their example and 
the due execution of their offices. 

Lead all thoſe to whom the great con- 
cerns of religion, and of the ſalvation of 

2 man- 
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mankind are more peculiarly committed, 
to ſuch a knowledge of all neceſſary truths; 
ſuch an exemplary and Chriſtian conver- 
_ ſation ; ſuch a prudent and conſtant dif- 
charge of their holy office; as may effectu- 
ally promote the happineſs of themſelves, 
and of thoſe committed to their care. En- 
courage and promote amongſt us, the 
means and methods of ſuch a virtuous and 
laudable education as tends to found lear- 
ning and religion; to the reformation of 
this age, and the better eſtate of future ge- 
nerations. 
I defire likewiſe to expreſs before thee 
the real ſenſe I have of the miſeries and ca- 
Jamities of the diſtreſſed part of mankind); 
and the ſincere defire I have of contribu- 
ting to their eaſe and relief. O thou Father 
of mercies, and God of all conſolation, 
what can we do or that multitude of deplo- 
rable objects of compaſhon who are out of 
the reach of our knowledge, or of our abi- 
lity to relieve, but offer up our earneſt 
wiſhes to thee, the great diſpoſer of proſ- 
perity and adverſity ? I deſire, O Lord, to 
ſympathize with all the diſtreſſed ; and 
weep with them that weep: And do ear- 
ata beg of thee for all the afflicted, of 


what 
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what ſort or degree ſoever, whatever I 
could reaſonably beg for myſelf, were I in 
their condition. Aſſiſt them all in their ſe- 
veral trials and conflicts; and guide them 
to ſuch a degree of contentment, reſignati- 
on and patience, as may render their pre- 
ſent afflictions the happy occaſion of their 
greater future glory : And, as far as it 1s 
conſiſtent with the purpoſes of thy wiſdom, 
put an end to their preſent diſtreſſes and 
troubles. | 
Reſtore light and comfort to the dark, 
melancholy, and diſtracted minds of thoſe 
who have loſt the uſe of their reaſon in any 
inſtance, or any degree. Pity the.deſti- 
tute condition of thoſe who are in want 
of any of the neceſſary cifcumſtances of 
life ; particularly of thoſe who are fallen 
from the comforts of a proſperous condi- 
tion to the miſeries of adverſity ; and raiſe 
them up friends, and patrons, in their low 
eſtate. Relieve, by thy good providence, 
the wants of the poor and needy. Be a 
Father to the fatherleſs: plead the cauſe 
of the helpleſs widow : and regard the-af- 
flicted cftate of all who mourn the loſs of 
thoſe in whonr any part of their happineſs. 
was placcd, 
H 4 Strengthen 
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Strengthen and aſſiſt, in an eſpecial man- 
ner, all who ſuffer, any where, for the 
love of truth, or the teſtimony of a good 
conſcience; and do thou ſo proportion to 
their ſtrength, the meaſure and duration 
of their ſufferings, that they may work for 
them a more exceeding weight of glory. 
Hear the groans of all who are oppreſled 
and barbarouſly treated by the tyrants of 
this world : and grant a redreſs to all their 
calamities. Attend to the ſighs and tears 
of ſuch as are in captivity and flavery : 
and open a way to their liberty and ſecu- 
rity. 
Viſit, with thy light and comfort, all 
who are afflicted with bodily pain, or any 
fort of ſickneſs : and bring to their mind 
all ſuch conſiderations and aſſiſtances, as are 
neceſſary and proper to ſupport them in 
their diſtreſſed condition; or to diſpoſe and 
fit them for their paſſage into another ſtate. 
Remove, in much compaſſion, all thoſe 
unreaſonable doubts and deſpondencies 
with which many ſincere and honeſt 
minds, are in this world, diſturbed and 
over-clouded ; and direct them to ſuch 
Juſt notions of thee, and of thy holy goſ- 
pel, as may eſtabliſh them in a courſe 
of 
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of chearful and hearty obedience to the 
laws of it. 

Succeed the endeavours of all 40 ho- 
neſtly and induſtriouſly labour after a con- 
venient livelihood in this world, and are 
uſeful members of the common-wealth ; 
and bring to nought the deſigus of all who 
either privately, or openly, live upon the 
ſpoil of their neighbours; and are the 
plague, and terror, of human ſociety. 

Requite, in the courſe of thy good pro- 
vidence, the kindneſs of all who have at 
any time, or in any degree, endeavoured 
to contribute to the advantage of my mind, 
body, or outward eſtate. "Upon all who 
have either done, or deſigned me good, 
of any ſort, ſhower down th y rewards and 
favour. And, if there be any who have 
either deſigned, or done me real miſchief, 
in return to their evil, I beg and entreat 
for thy pardon and thy bleſſings. Correct 
the evil diſpoſition of all ſuch minds, and 
plant inſtead of it, a temper worthy of 
men and Chriſtians. Let the conſideration 
of their own eternal intereſt lead them all 
to charity and love: And engage them to 
put on thoſe diſpoſitions which only can fit- 
them for the bleſſed ſociety above, 


H 5 Bleſs 
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Bleſs all in whom I am more nearly con- 
cerned, or in whoſe happineſs I take a 
particular part, with ſuch a meaſure of 
health, ſucceſs, and proſperity, as may 
beſt carry forward the deſigns of thy good- 
neſs toward them; and moſt effectually 
promote their happineſs here and here- 
after. But whatever be thy diſpenſations 
toward them, with reſpect to this life, 
lead them all, I beſeech thee, into thoſe 
paths which will infallibly convey them 
to thine heavenly kingdom 1n the world 
to come. 

Finally, O Lord, I wiſh and pray for 
all good things to the Whole race of man- 
kind. I rejoice in every degree of virtue 
and happineſs to be ſcen here below. 1 
mourn ſor every degree, and every in— 
ſtance, of vice and miſery. Let thy king- 
dom come, I beſeech: And ſhew thine 
Almighty power, by eſtabliſhing true re- 
ligion amongſt men; and putting a ſtop 
to all the calamitics of this lower world. 


Accept, O Lord, I moſt earneſtly be- 


my heart, which I have now poured out 
before thee, under a ſenſe of thy preſence, 
and of thy providence, over-ruling and di- 
recting 


ſeech thee, the ſentiments and defires of 
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recting all things. Favourably receive the 
acknowledgements I have made of my ſins 
and moral imperſections; and grant me 
pardon and peace upon the terms of thy 
goſpel. Hear and anſwer the petitions I 
have offered up, for the obtaining all things 
truly good, and the averting all things evil. 
Let the praiſes and thankſgivings which 
my heart hath ſent up, as the homage due 
to thy perfections and goodnels, be accep- * 
table to thee, And reject not the inter- 
ceſſions I have made for the temporal and 
eternal happineſs of all my fellow-crea- 
tures. 

And now, O Lord, take me, I once 
more entreat thee, into thy poweriul and 
wiſe protection; and guide me by thy good 
Spirit to the knowledge and performance 
of thy holy will here, and to the enjoy ment 
of that eternal and unalterable happineſs 
hereafter, which thou haſt reſerved for thy 
faithful ſervants, and promiſed by thy well- 
beloved Son, Jetus Chriſt, In his name 
I truſt for acceptance of myſelf, and all 
my ſincere, though imperfect ſervices, | 
who is- the- only Mediator between God 


and men, our Advocate with the Father, 


and the propitiation for our ſins. Now 
unto. 
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unto the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, 


the only wiſe God, be honour and glory, 
for ever and ever. Amen. 


Sc OOO OSS Sees 


T A PRAYER, far 4 Famiry for 


 MoxrninG or EveNIiNG. 


LORD, perfect in wiſdom, good- 
neſs, and power, glorious in all that 
can be truly called perfection; we thy 
creatures and thy ſervants, proſtrate our- 


| ſelves before thee, in a deep ſenſe of our 


own unworthineſs, and of thy lovely and 
incomprehenſible perfections; acknow- 
ledging the glories of thy nature, as it is 
in itſelf; and thy great goodneſs to us, and 
to the whole world of thy creatures. 
We deſire to be truly ſenſible of the 
great happineſs of knowing thee, and of 
imitating thee, and of enjoying the com- 
munications of thy favour : Upon which 
account, it highly becomes us to praiſe 
' thee for that act of goodneſs in our crea- 
tion, by which thou haſt endowed us with 
| faculties fitted for the attainment of this 
Ih ö union 
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dle, | unſpeakable happineſs ; and for the enjoy- 
ry, | ment of the higheſt good. 

We praiſe thee for thy great goodneſs 
in our preſervation here, ever ſince we 
were brought into being ; not only as it 
reſpects this world, in which ve now live, 
but as by it we are enabled to make the 
better proviſion for our everlaſting intereſt 

in the world to come; and have greater 
opportunities of improving our ſouls in vir- 
4 tue, and of ſecuring our happineſs for ever. 
at | More particularly, we now bleſs thee for. 
y | the care of thy providence over us, by 
'- | which we have been preſerved in ſafety 
r | through the paſt (day cr night) and mer- Þ 
d | cifully 3 0 from all dangers or diſ— 4 
| treſſes. | 


T 


8 . It becomes us likewiſe to acknowledge 

I | thy bounty and goodneſs, manifefted to us 
through every part of our Hves, to this 
time; to thank thee for that meaſure of 
health, and ſtrength, and quiet, which we- 
have hitherto enjoyed; for the comforts and 
ſupports of all thoſe neceſſaries and conveni- 
encies, without which, we ſhould be much 
more unhappy in this ſtate than we now are; 
and for all other circumſtances and advan- 
tages of life, which help to make our paſ- 


ſage 
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ſage thro' this world more happy, or more 
tolerable than otherwiſe it could be. 

But, above all, we bleſs and magnify 
thy great and glorious name for thy ten- 


der regards to our everlaſting happineſs in 
a better ſtate hereafter. For ſending thy 


Son into the world to declare to us the 


certainty of a future ſtate of rewards and 
_ puniſhments; and for all that he did, and 
taught, and ſuffered, in order to reconcile 
us to thee; and to guide us to eternal life 
and glory: For the great happineſs of a 

ood and virtuous education ; and for thoſe 
peculiar diſpoſitions of thy providence 
which have often guarded us from ma- 
ny particular and hazardous trials and 
temptations. For theſe, and for all thy 
other mercies, which concern our great 
and eternal intereſt, we ſincerely thank: 
thee, O Lord, and will ever praiſe thy 
holy name. 

It is with ſhame and grief that we re- 
flect upon the returns we have made to 
ſo much mercy. We confeſs, O Lord, 
that we have not lived as becomes reaion- 
able creatures called to the knowledge of 
ſuch a God, and of ſuch a Saviour. Many 
have been our failings; many have been 


Our 


re 
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our omithons, and neglects in the perfor- 
mance of our duty, and in the perfecting 
ourſelves in all virtue; many have been 
our offences in thou ght, word, and deed, 
againſt thy divine Majeſty; and many are 
ſtill our imperfections. But, O mercitul 
Father, we beſeech thee, in the name of 
thy Son Jeſus Chriſt, to pardon us now 
returning to thee, with the full purpoſe of 
regarding more ſtrictly the obligations of 

ratitude and obedience we are under - and 
of living, ior the time to come, more like, 
thy ſervants, and like Chriſtians. 

And now, O Lord, confelling and re- 

nouncing all our tia: , and hoping {or the 

ardon of ail that is paſt, through thy Son 
Jclus Chriſt, as tar only as we ſincerely 
endeavour to reform and amend whatſoe- 
ver we know to be amiſs in ourſelves; we 
beſeech thee ſo to aſſiſt us by thy merci- 
fal providence and good Spirit, that, in 
the ſuture conduct of our lives, we may 
better anſwer the ends of our mcſt holy 
religion, and :dorn the goſpel which we 
profeſs to believe. 

Let the experience of thy repeated mer- 

cies inſiame us with a icfoluuon of mak- 
ing ſuitable returas to them. Let the be- 


lief 
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lief of future glories raiſe our minds above 
the ſordid views of this world. Let the 
- conſideration of thine infallible wiſdom, 
and undoubted goodneſs, teach us heartily 
and quietly to ſubmit ourſelves to all the 


diſpenſations of thy providence towards us, 


as to the will of One, who hath always 
wiſe and excellent purpoſes to ſerve, and 
knows what 1s beſt for us, infinitely better 
than we poſſibly can. Let the example of 
our bleſſed Saviour, ever placed before 
our eyes, direct our ſteps in every ſtation 
of life, and every inſtance of duty ; and let 
our hopes gand affections be unmoveably 
- fixed upon thoſe rewards which are laid 
up in heaven for all who, by patient eon- 
tinuance in well-doing, ſeek after glory 


and immortality. Finally, let the conſi- 


deration of thy holy preſence, every where, 
govern all our thoughts, words and acti- 
ons, as under the eye of thy Majeſty, and 
lying open to thee, our ſupreme Governor 
and Judge ; that ſo our irt egular paſſions 
may loſe their power over us, and we may 
daily proceed to greater degrees of all ho- 
| lineſs and virtue. 

We now particularly deſire to put our- 
ſelves under thy protection, this (day, or 


night,) 
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night,) and to implore thy Fatherly care 
over-us; that no evil may approach us; 
but that our fouls and bodies may be ſaſe 
under that good and powerful providence 
in which we entirely truſt. 

We extend likewiſe our regards to all 
the world of reaſonable creatures; and 
pray for the happineſs and good eſtate of 
all mankind; that they may all know, and 
worſhip and obey thee, as they ought ; and 
particularly, that all who name the name 
of Chriſt may depart from iniquity, and 
live as becomes his holy goſpel. Put a ſtop 
to the calamities occaſioned by ambition 
and tyranny, whether temporal or ſpiritual, 
Put an end to every degree of idolatry and 
ſuperſtition, perſecution and oppreſſion; and 


give ſuccels to the labours of all who ſtudy - } 


the happinefs of thy creatures, and preach 
the goſpel of thy Son in ſimplicity and 
love. 

Regard, with much mercy, theſe nations 


which we belong. Pardon our crying | 4 


ins: and lead all ſinners amongſt us to, 
true and unfeigned repentance ; that ini- 
quity may not be our ruin, or prevent the 
mercies we might otherwiſe hope for. Pour 
down the choiceſt of thy bleſſings upon our 
king, 
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king, and his royal family; and fo direct 
him, and all that are in authority under 
him, by thy gracious guidance, that they 
may faithfully diſcharge the great truſt re- 
poſed in them, by being a terror to evil- 
doers only, and a praiſe to all that do well. 
Let the remembrance of the great and ſo- 
lemn account to come, engage all orders 
of men amongſt us, conſcientiouſly to per- 
form their duties in their ſeveral places and 
ations, with all faithfulneſs and charity. 
Bleſs, we beſeech thee, with all bleſſings 
of ſoul and body, our relations and friends 
leading them to all virtue and happineſs, 


'2 and to eternal life hereafter. Requite the 


kindneſs of all who have done or deſigned 
us any good: and pardon the malice of 
ail who have done or wiſhed us any evil, 
guiding them to repentance, and ſhewing 
thy mercy upon them. 

We have a deep ſenſe, O Lord, of the 


troübles experienced in this world; of the 


wants of the poor and needy; of the. ſick- 
neſſes, the pains and diſtreſſes of the af- 
kflicted part of mankind: We truly ſym- 
pathize with them, and intercede ſor them, 
that, in thy providence, they may find re- 
lief, and have reaſon to rejoice at the * 
ö or 
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80 the days wherein they have ſeen adver- 
ity. 

And now, O Lord, we again commend 
ourſelves, and all belonging to us, to thy 
gracious protection and care, referring 
ourſelves wholly to thee for what is truly 
neceſſary and good for us in this world; 
and, above all, entreating thee, effectu- 
ally to diſpoſe the way of thy ſervants 
towards the attainment of everlaſting ſal- 
vation in the world to come; and beſeech- 
ing thee to hear and to accept us as the 
diſciples of thy Son Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, 
in whom thou art well-pleaſed, and in 


whom we deſire always to be found. 


Now, unto him that is able to keep us 
from falling, and preſent us faultleſs 
before the preience of his glory with 
* exceeding joy; to the only wiſe God 
* our Saviour, be glory and majeſty, do- 


„ minion and power, both now and e- 


«© ver,” Amen, 


F 


VI. THe 1 
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* PARAPHRASED jn the Words of the 


SHORTER CATECHISM. 


UR Father who art in heaven : 
We deſire to draw near to thee 
with all holy reverence and confidence, as 
_ to a Father, - able and ready to 
help us; and, with ourſelves, we pray 
alſo for way -4 
Hallowed be thy name: We pr ay, that 
thou wouldeſt enable 25 others, to 
glorify thee, in all thaF whereby thou 
makeſt thyſelf known ; and that thou 
wouldeſt diſpoſe of all things to thy own 


glor wo 
hy kingdom come We pray, that Sa- 
/tan' s kingdom may be deſtroyed, and 


. that the kingdom of grace may be ad- 


vanced; ourſelves and others brought into 
it, and kept i in it; and that the kingdom 
of glory may be haſtened. 

Thy will be done on earth, as it is in 
heaven : We pray, that thou wouldeſt 
make us able and willing, to know, obey, 
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and ſubmit to thy will, in all things; as 
the angels do in heaven. 


Give us this day our daily bread : We 


pray, that, of thy free gift, we. may re- 
ceive a competent portion of the good 


things of this life; and enjoy thy bygfling 
-* 


with them. We: 

Forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt us We pray, 
that thou, for Chriſt's ſake, wouldeſt freely 
pardon all our fins; which we are the ra- 
ther encouraged to alk, becauſe, by thy 
grace, we are enabled from the heart to 
torgive others. 

Audlead us not into temptation, but de- 
liver us from evil We pray, that thou 
wouldeſt either keep us from being temp- 


ted to fin; or ſupport and deliver us, when 


we are tempted. 

For thine is the kingdom, the power, and 
the glory, for ever. Amen. We take our 
encovtrragement in prayer from thee only: 


And, in our prayers, we praile thee, aſcri- 
And em power, and glory to thee: 


ire, and aſſu- 


# © 


Andgin teſtimony of our de 
Trance to be heard, we ſay, Amen, 
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The Hiſtory of Fair Roſamond and Jane Shore. 
The Triumph of Wit; or Ingenuity diſplay'd, &. 
The New Academy: Or, Lover's Secretary, &. 
The Reform'd Coquet; Or, Memoirs of Amos 
By Mrs. Davys. 
NMlanſon's Spelling Book. 

The Lilliputian Magazine: Or, the young Gen- 


- 


Fiſher's Arithmetick. - 9 
The Servant's Directory improv'd: Or, Houſes a4 


Pocket Companion for Free- Maſons. 


A choice. Collection of Songs for Free-Maſons. 
'The Gor orincn, a Collection of celebrated 


PL A T 8, &c. : 
The Marp or THE MILL. A Comic Orexa 


The Muſic compiled, and the, Words 
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eto, A Tragedy. By Addiſon. 

ireland Preſerv'd ; or, the Siege of London Derry. 

he Orphan; or, the Unhappy Marriage. 

Douglas, a Tragedy, as it is acted at the Theatres 

Great Britain and Ireland. By the Rev. Mr. Hume. 

Agis, a Tragedy, by the Author of Douglas. 
Cleone, a Tragedy, by R. Dodſley. 

- _ Edward the Black Prince; Or, the Battle of 

=_ - Poitiers; an Hiſtorical Tragedy. 

|; The Baniſhment of Cicero, a Tragedy. By Rich. 

Cumberland, Efq. 

The Beaux Stratagem, a Comedy. By George 

09 Farquhar. | 

Wwe” The Guardian Out-witted. A Comic Opera. 
be Way to Keep Him, a Comedy. 

A hold Stroke for a Wife, a Comedy. 

* Ihe Recruiting Officer, a Comedy. 

. The Beggar's Opera. By Mr. Gay. 

„ The Gentle Shepherd. By A. Ramſay. 

| 7 The London Merchant; or, the Hiſtory of Geo. 

WE” Barnwell. By Mr. Lillo. 

Tue Patron Comedy in three Acts. By Samucl 
1 2 Foote, Eſq; 

* Mock Doctor: Or, the Dumb Lady cur'd. 

8 1 Miſs in her Teens. | 
PlwKwVöra's Opero ; or, Hob in the Well. 

1. = Cobler of Preſton. 

>. - Honeſt Yorkſhire-Man. 

High Life below Stairs. 

The Brave Iriſhman. ; or, Captain O'Blunder. 

Damon and Phillida. The Lying Valet. 

eethe or, Eſop in the Shades. A Dramatic Satire. 
* * Devil:to x iy; or, the Wives Metamorphos'd. 

mee Walking Statue: or, the Devil in the Wine- 
Cella The King and the Miller of Mansfield. 

dit john Cockle at Court. The Toy-Shop. 
be Vintner Kiick d 3 or, the White Fox chas d. 
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